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PREFACE. 



Tiu writer kta been mdnoed to nnderUke the present woik by a 
desire to mve fixMn the oblivion to which they were haelening, aome of 
the cvcntit connected with the histoiy of thie town. Many of theee are 
treasured up in the memorice of a few aged people, and muat, in the 
courw of nature, Huon be inevitably lost, if not preserved in a connected 
and tangible form. Though the number of these relics of other days is 
now small, much infonnation has been derived fix>m them, and much 
more might have Ix^en obtained, had inquiries been oommenced a few 
yeani earlier. 

The writer has had full access to the proprietors* hooka, and to the 
town records of Lunenburg and Fitchburg. Oral and written informa- 
tion has been furnished with the utmost cheerfulness, by all thoee in 
poHMMwion of facts worthy of note. The labors of another who has 
preceded me in this department, have made my path one of compara- 
tive ea^e. 

In 1x31, Nathaniel AVood, Esq., in a series of lectures read before 
the lyceum of this town, gave an interesting and discriminating sketch 
of the events connected with its history. Many circumstances were 
collected and preserved by him, which would have been lost to the 
prr!*ont writer, rnrrrtricted «»« of Mr. Wood's pspers has been gen- 
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erouHly granted to mo, who otherwise would not have 1)cen encouraged 
to undertake the work. While then ita merit«, if it poeaess any, are 
mainly to be aaoribed to another; ita iaulta and defecta are chargeable 
to me. 

To N. F. Cunningham, Esq., and J. A. Marahall, H. D., the rca- 
pectivo town clerka of Lunenburg and Fitchburg, thia public ezpreaaion 
of my thanka ia due for the readineaa with which they have aflbrded 
me every &dlity in their power, in the compilation of thia work. To 
other peraona to whom I am more or leaa indebted for information, I 
tender my grateful abknowledgementa. 

If I have Bucoeeded in impreaamg any with the importance of pre- 
aenring the rocorda and traditiona of the early hiaiory of theae towna, 
and if thoee who peruae thia work, derive from it a pleaaure equal to 
half of the labor I have apent in writing it, I ahall not be without a 
rowaid. » 



HISTORY OF FITCHBURG. 



TifE Town of FiTCHBUEQ b utuatcd m the north-eaBtem part of 
the Comity of Worcester, about forty-Bevcn miles in a north-westerly 
direction from Bo^<ton, and twenty-four miles nearly north from Wor- 
cester. It is thirty miles -west from Lowell, and four hundred and 
nineteen north-east from the city of Washington. 

The general boundaries of the town arc as follows : — ^north by 
Ashby, in the County of Middlesex, east by Lunenburg, south-east by 
Leominster, south by Leominster and an unincorporated district called 
No-town, and west by Westminster and Ashbumham. The average 
length of the town, from north to south, is a little more than mx and a 
half miles, and the average breadth somewhat less than four and a 
half miles. It coutuns seventeen thousand eight hundred and sev- 
enty-nine acres, according to 8 survey made by Levi Downe, in 1830. 

The general surface of the township is extremely uneven. It con- 
ssts almost endrely of hills, some of which are very abrupt, and are 
of conaderable magnitude. Rollstone, a hill lying immediately south- 
west of the village, rises abniptly three hundred feet above the bed of 
the stream which flows at its base ; and there are other summits which 
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rise still higher. Of meadow lands, there are scarcely any to be 
found in the limits of the town. 

The soil is very broken, and much labor is required to subdue it 
thoroughly. When once put into a good state of cultivation, it has 
produced heavy crops of potatoes, and the various kinds of grain com- 
mon to this section of the country. Wheat has been, and is still cul- 
tivated with considerable success. The town abounds in good pastur- 
age lands, which, in consequence of the moist soil, seldom fiul* 
Nearly the whole of the township was originally covered with a heavy 
growth of pine, which, bemg cut off, has given place to oak of dif- 
ferent kinds, beech, chestnut, rock-maple, birch, ash, &c. Walnut 
was formerly abundant, but now it is not very common. 

A strange neglect has prevailed in regard to the cultivation of trees 
for shade and ornament, and the beautiful and easily cultivated fruit 
trees of New England. Apples arc common, and a few cherries may 
be seen ; but peaches, rareripes, pears, grapes, plums, apricots, nec- 
tarines, strawberries, &c., which might be produced in abundance, 
and with but little care and expense, are almost wholly strangers 
among us. Not a little beauty would be added to the village, were 
its streets ornamented with the majestic elm ; and not a little would 
be added to the comfort of the citizens, were their groun«ls plentifully 
stocked with the wholesome and delicious fruits of summer and 
autumn. 

Rev. Peter Wliitney, m hi* valuable history of Worcester County, 
remarks thus of Fitchburg : — '' This is a very hilly and uneven, but 
fertile town. The hills are large« high and steep ; however, on them 
there is not broken, {Kior and wa<«ce land. In general, the soil is 
excellent.*' 

The soil of this town is a decom{K)Hition ol mica slate and gneiss. 
The former produces a soil of a medium quality, and is generally well 
fitted for grazing. Tlie soil of a greater part of Worcester County is 
ba^ on gneiss, which differs fnnn granite only in having a slaty 
structure. The soil resulting fmm the decompofntioii of ihw nK'k 
fumishen some of tlie m<wt fertile and [»nM|uoiive farms of the State. 
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The hills of the (own (with the exception of RolUtone) are mostl j 
formed of mica slate. Kolli?t(>ne« which rises three hundreil feet high, 
and is nearly a mile in circumference, is a mass (if granite, and 
*' might furnish cnou>;h"to supply the whole state for centuries."* 
This granite has not been extenmvoly quarried, on account of 
the little demand for stone. It has hitherto been principally used 
for door-steps, in building the *^ Stone Mill,*' and m constructing 
three excellent bridges over the Nashua. The six columns which 
support the fnmt and projecting part of the " Nashua River Hotel," 
are of this granite. The hill b favorably situated for quarrying, and 
the stone is easily split into blocks of almost any sixe. This granite 
is of the same kind and color with that of Westford. Some of it is 
too coarse for architectural purposes ; but blocks can be obtained no 
wise inferior to the best of Chelmsford, granite. 

This granite is sold at the qimrry, well dressed, at thirty-five and 
forty cents the superficial foot.t 

The peculiar appearance of the rock com|)osing Pearl Hill, in the 
north-eastern part of the town, formerly induced the belief that gold 
or silver ore might be found beneath the surface, and attempts 
were made to expose the supposed mines. But all search was fruitless. 
For the want either of funds or perseverance on the part of those 
engaged in this mining undertaking, the attempt was soon abandoned, 
and it has never once been resumed. Whitney, in his history of 
Worcester County, has the following pertbent remarks on this sub- 
ject : — ^^ In the present state of our population, riches, in these north- 
ern parts, are with much greater facility, procured from the surface of 
the earth, by the various instruments of cultivation, than from deep and 
latent mines of the richest ore. When the country becomes over- 
stocked with inhabitants, and support from the soil shall not be so easily 

•Blletepsk^ O wto g y af Mi wwb ■>■«•, fags IS. 

f *'TbTottof h»aawriog*adS— <miliiggy—»*tt«Boit— .lothtitybaf thttiin 
1 iMvt kMtt tffvdibly lalbr««d, !• ftbeat IhlrtT cMiv th* MpttSdil fbol. Oiitoiiy wart ti, 
&«» t«wlj4N» lo thirty eMt*. Th* eoM oC th* btecka oC tht Qolacy gaalto Ibr lb» Bukw 
mmmmtmi, MN«f«d a Cbw'wtowB !■ » po«gh ftefs. «m tUitam cMtt, ihim Mfllf ptt iwC m4 
tk« Mfl oC fh» mlwva •iom fcr ih« «lioi«h b«Ut Imi jmr !■ BowW rtmi, BottM. «m Smcm 
•mm ; bttt ris ymn btfcrt, ihm fPOfh Qolaej gnalu, for tha Voltod StatM* Bnneh B«ak, c«fC tm* 
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obtained, it is not improbable that from this momitain will be dug large 
quantities of those shining metals, as every thing at present favors the 
conjecture." The population of the place has not yet become » 
dense as to make it necessary to have recoiu-se to the precious metals^ 
Ihat may be contidned within the bowels of Pearl Hill^ for their sup- 
port ; and it may be doubted w^hether the present day and generation 

« 

will witness that period. Tlie promising indications of the existence 
of such metals have not induced another search, though the desire for 
their possession, which so strongly incited oinr fathers, has not 
diminished in the breasts of their sons. The latter wisely regard the 
0olid granite of Rollstone as a more valuable possession. 

Upon the elevation formerly known as Appletree IIill, situated 
east and northeast of the village, there are indications of the existence 
of mmeral coal ; and the high and mcreasing price of fuel wiD soon, 
it is presumed, cause a thorough examination into the matter. 

Till within a few years, the roads of this town were in a wretched 
condition. The first settlers, as is usual in such cases, located their 
habitations on the heights of the various hills ; and for the convenience 
of the inhabitantB, the roads were laid out in a sinuous course from 
one hill to another. The principal roads thus passed over the loftiest 
hills in the town ; and it would seem that generally the most direct 
route between two places was avoided for the purpose of making the 
public ways botii crooked and mieveu. Our fathers had as much aln 
horronce for a straight road, as nature once ha<l for a vacuum. The 
" flat rock ma<l," which lea'ls over the hill imu]e<liately north of the 
viUa^, ainl the road which parses over ** T'artcr s hill," by the house 
of P. Willianvi, Kh«|., wiTe «»iice the pvait tlionMt;^hfitreA lietween 
Vermont uihI li^nton. The fonncr in now im|uirisable to carriages of 
m<Klen) c<»iistnieti<ai, and Uic latter is but little us^'d. 

WiUiin a few years, a great n»fonn in tliis rt»s|HTt has taken place ; 
and the \jiyyn\ is now as ilistinguisluHl for iu i>\ci*Ilcut roads, as fonneriy 
it was f<*r ita bad ones. The reP^nn iml"* commenced by strui;:hteuing 
and othemise improvhig Uie road Iea«ling t«> Ix*omhistor.* A new 

*JC«Mart« haw vtctsUx \m^ tek«a for mAktof mIU ttihm imfn/nrnmU o« tJUi i««lt. 
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road to Afihburaham was opened in 1880. It generally foUows the 
course of the river, and is a level and well made road. About the 
same time a new road was opened to Lunenburg, and communication 
with that place is now easy and agreeable* A new and comparatively 
level road has recently been opened between diis place and West- 
^ minster. The roads which aflR>rd conmmnicstion between the people 

of Fitchburg and Hxm northern neighbors at Aahby, are hilly and 
crooked. A few years ody will be sufiered to elapse before the evil 
will be remedied. A great amount of travel passes through this town 
on the Boston and Kcene route. Two excellent stone bridges on this 
road were built over the Nashua river, a few rods west of the village, 
in 1829. Tboy are both bmlt with three arehes, having a span of 
twenty-five feet, and, with the embankments, cost over twenty-one 
hundred dollars. They were somewhat injured by the freshet of Feb- 
ruary 1835. In C(mscquence of the foundations of the piers not 
being Imd sufficiently firm and deep, tiiey were undermmed by the 
foree of the water, and ^etUed several inches. The travel over them, 
however, has not been interrupted, and no fiirther damage is appre- 
hended from their slightly twuied condition. The beautiful stone 
bridge over the Nashua at the *^ Burtiank Paper-Mill " was built in 
the Fall of 1834, at an expense of more than eleven hundred dollars. 
It has two arehes, each with a span of tirirty feet. 

The town has daily communication, by means of mail stages, with 
Boston, Keeue, and Lowell. Stages also depart three times a week 
for Springfield and Worcester, and return on alternate days. 
Accommodation stages also paas daily between this place and 
Boston. 

There are no natural ponds in tfie Cants of the town, though the 
neighboring towns of Westnoinster, Ashbumham, and Lunenburg are 
highly favored m this respect The artificial ponds, formed by the 
dams on the Nashua at the various nnU seats are all small, oo account 
of the fall in this stream m the greater part of its course through the 
town. Tlie onlv stream of much importance in the town, is the north 



10 niSTORT OF PITCHBCRG. 

branch of the Nashua,* the sources of which are in the towns of 
Westminster and Ashbumham. Westminster pond^ lying about seventy 
rods southerly from the Congregational meeting-house in Westminster, 
conttuns more than one hundred and sixty acres ; and Wachusett pond, 
lying at the base of the mountun of the same name, about three miles 
south-easterly from the centre of the same town, is nearly as large. 
Two small streams issue from these ponds, and soon uniting, pass the 
" narrows^' and enter Fitchburg, flowing in a north-easterly direction. 
A stream from Ashbumham and Gardner flows through the westerly 
part of Westminster, and, being augmented by two other streams, 
known as Tophet Swamp brook and Beech Ilill brook, takes an east- 
erly direction, enters this town, and soon umtes with the above men- 
tioned streams from the ponds in Westminster. 

Phillip's brook which has its source in Watatich and East ponds, in 
the easterly part of Ashbumham, flows in a southerly and south-easterly 
direction through the northern part of Westminster, and receiving 
several minor streams, passes into Iltchburg, and unites with the main 
stream about a mile and a half west of the village. These several 
streams, united, form the north branch of the Nashua. This con- 
tinues m a north-easterly direcUon till it reaches the centre of the 
town, when it takes a south-easterly course and passes into Leomin- 
ster. It receives several contributary streams in addition to those 
alreaily mentioned. A small stream rises in the soutiierly part of the 
town, and nuis into the Nashua a little Wlow Sheldon^s dam. L. 
Pratt*H chair shop and saw-mill are locato<l on Uiis stream. Another 
small brook runs into the Na^^hua near to Sheldon*s k Pillslmry's grist- 
mill* A saw-mill is Iocatc<l upon it. Punch brook, of alnmt the same 
fdze with the last named stream flows through the village and empties 
into die Stone miU pond. Four dams are built on it, two of these 
affonl water power for a cabinet maker*8 shop, and a carriage maker*s 
shop. The other two are at present unoccupied. Baker's brook 



*Tlilt ilwr mhI Um plmtetioB ftt LaacMltr, wwn ftMmvrlj cmlM .VaiAaiMy. KMbvR !• ft «o4«ni 
nSMOMnt , but by do iimam ad InprovtaMiil. TIm aorlrttt Asm* \t Mveh lb* b«(t«ir of tb» l««, 
•ad U ■honld hftre hern prrwrvtU ; bot w XMboA bM beta unlfvimU)! kJopfcd I hmf Ibottght U 
^rppcr C<> •onfunn to tbo *rirU of tli« tiinri 
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o&tera thii) town (nim Aahhy. It flows m a south-easterly direction, 
nearly the whole length of the town, and receiving Peari IliU brook, 
pasBca into Lunenburg and Leominster, and unites with the Nashua. 
Two saw-miUs are located on it. Wauoosnock brook, winch rises in 
Nutown, runs through the soutlierly part of the town, and unites with 
the Nashua near the centre of Leominster. There is one saw-mill on 
it wtthm the limits of Fitchburg. There are several saw-mills and 
other shops on the tributaries to the Nashua, which have been ahready 
mentioned. 

Osl)om*s mills, on the Turnpike, are on the principal stream which 
comes from Westminster. A large number of shingles are made here. 
A saw-mill and grist-mill are at the same place. The ktter is, how* 
ever, but little used. 

Perkins & Baldwin's Factory is on Phillips' brook, about one hun- 
dred and axty rods above its junction with the Nashua, and not far 
from two miles west of the viUage. Shirtings of a good quality are 
manu&ctured here. The brook here, which is a constant stream, 
makes a (all of eighty feet in thirty rods. Sixteen looms are in 
operation at this place. 

At the junction of Philips' brook with the Nashua is situated J. T. 
Farwell k Co's Scythe ManufiM^iory. Dams are thrown across both 
streams, the waters of which are thus secured. 

A. Crocker k Co*s Paper-mill is located on the Nashua, at the dis* 
tance of one and a half miles west of the >iUage. A good head of 
water is secured here. At this establishment paper of various kinds, 
principally however printing and writing paper, is manufactured to a 
con^nderable extent. The same **' privilege*' furnishes water power to 
A. Kimball k CVs Scythe manuCactory, atuatod a few rods below the 
paper-mill. The scythes manufactured by Messrs. Kimball k Farwell 
have had an extensive sale, and they are well known to be of a supe- 
rior quality. Great numbers of them are sold annually. 

Sheldon k PiUsbuiy's dam is located about one hundred and eighty 
rods below the one last mentioned. From this pond a trench has been 
duj, neariy one hiuulred and fifty rods in length, by means of which 
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iho water is conveyqil to a saw-mill and grist-itull. A fall of twenty- 
two feet is obtamed, and it may be considered perhaps as the best 
mill seat on the stream. The grist-null is furnished with two runs 
of stones, a oom-cracker and a flour-bolter. A large quantity of gnun 
is brought to this mill, some from a great distance. It is more partic- 
ularly noted for the superior manner in which flour is bolted. 

In this respect it is not inferior to any nulls in this region. The 
average quantify of flour prepared here, during the past year, haabeen 
about five barrels per day. In the course of the present year it will 
probably be doubled. 

Town k Willis' Cotton Mill is situated a few rods west of the com- 
mon. Twenty looms arc here in operation, in manufacturing 4-4ths 
sheetings. It is at present leased to Levi Sherwin. 

The Fitchburg Woolen Mill owned by the same company as the 
cotton-miU last mentioned, occupies an eligible situation in the very 
centre of the village. It is a commodious building of brick, and 
furnished with all the necessaiy out-buildings. Sixteen looms are in 
operation ; eight of which are for broadcloths, and eight for cassimeres. 

Newton's Cotton Factory, about one hundred rods below the one 
last named, was formerly a manufactory for sheetings. Negro cloths 
are now the principal article manufactured. 

The Stone Mill, a Uirge grarute buildinj>;, is situated in that part of 
the village known as the Old City, It is four stories high, and occu- 
pi<^ by Percy Atherton, as a Cotton Factory. It has forty looms for 
weaving sheetings. 

Crocker k Gardner's Paper-mill generally known as the Burbauk 
Paper-mill, is eighty rods &rther down stream. A good head of water 
is obtabed here. This mill is altogether used for the manufacture of 
wrapping paper. Two engines are kept m almost constant motion, 
nif^t and day, to furnish pulp sufficient to supfJy one machme. Both 
of the Paper-mills in this town have<i in connexion with tlieir machines, 
a late improved drying cylinder. The paper passes from the machme 
over a heated cylinder (generally from four to mx fc«t in diameter,) 
which compK*toly dries it. At tlie ^ame time it is cut into |iicces, of 
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comrenient sise, ready to bo folded into reanu. Water in ako funiinhed 
at this dam for a workshop not connected with the Paper-milL 

Next on the stream, situated about two hundred and forty rods be- 
low the Paper>mill, is Poor's (formerly Slater's) Woolen Factory. 
Sixteen looms Bfe in operation here ; on six of which casnmeres, and 
on ten, broadcloths are woven. 

A dam is again thrown over the Nashua about one hundred rods 
farther down stream. From this pond the water is conducted by a 
trench, about fifty rods in length, to the Woolen Factory occupied by 
Amos Hill. This is a brick building, erected within a few years. A 
part of the &ctory is occupiod by A. Hill, who has twelve looms in 
, operation in making broadcloths. In the part occupied by Alfred 
Messenger there arc eleven looms employed in making negro cloths. 

Commencbg with Osbom's mills on the Turnpike, and including 
Perkins k Baldwin's Factory, which is not on the principal stream, 
there are twelve mill seats idready occupied. Of these, four are sites 
for Cotton Factories, three for Woolen Factories, two for Paper-mills, 
two for saw and grist mills, and one for a Scythe Factory. This 
account does not include A. Kimball's Scythe Factory, which is sup- 
plied with water from A. Crocker k Co's pond. There are several 
saw-mills, turning lathes, work shops, &c., connected with most of the 
Factories above numerated. A dam has been built over the stream 
between A. Crocker's and Sheldon's dams, and a chair shop is about 
to be erected on the spot. It is calculated that there are five ^' privi- 
leges" yet unoccupied, between Osbom's mills and J. T. Farwell's 
Scythe Factory. There are also several other convenient places on 
the Nashua, where dams may be constructed. At the present time 
not one half of the water power which may l>e developed on this 
stream and its tributaries, is '* improved." 

Other manufiM^tories and trades must be noticed briefly. Another 
chair shop has been opened m the village. Here also are carriage and 
coach makers, wheelwrights, carpenters, shoemakers, blacksmiths, win- 
dow sash and blind makers, saddle and harness makers, trunk makers, 
two clock and watch makers and jewellers, l>ook-binders and book- 
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BcUers, apothecaries, stoue cutters, hatters, bellows makers, brick uiakers^ 
coopers, painters, (house, sign, carriage and ornamental,) masons, 
tmlors, glaziers, a bakeiy, a tannery, a printing office, &c., &c. The 
first printing office was opened in 1830 ; »nce which time a newspaper 
has been published here. For a short period in 1834 fhree papers (two 
political and one religious) were printed. The prejent paper (Wor- 
cester County Courier) and printing office ar^ owned by J. Garfield. 

There arc eight public stores, contwiing the usual variety of 
English, American, and West India goods, and two bookstores. 

The Fitchburg Bank was incorporated m the year 1832, with a 
capital of #100,000, and went into operation in July of the same 
year. It has usually declared scnu-annual dividends of 3^ per cent. . 
and the stock is about ten per cent, advance. Cr&ncis Perkins has 
been President, and Ebenezer Torrey, Cashier, of Una institution (rom 
the commencement. 

The number of inhabitants previous to the census of 1791, is a 
matter of uncertainty. When the town was incorporated, February 
8d, 1764, it contained about forty families ; and the population at this 
period may be estimated at two hundred and fifty. According to the 
census of 1791, it amounted to eleven hundred and fifty-one. The 
taxable polU in 1793 amounted to two hundred and axty-eight, — at 
the same time eighteen towns of the County contained a greater num- 
ber, and thirty towns a less. The population in IHOU was one 
thousand three hmidred and mncty ; in 1810, one .thousand five hun* 
dred and sixty-six ; in 1H20, one tliousand seven hundred and thirty- 
six ; in 1H30, two thousand one hundred and seventy-nine. Withui 
the last ten years the population has increase<l in a greater ratio than 
at any former {loriod ; and at the present time the number of inhabi- 
tants may be estimate<l at twenty-sLx or twenty-^even hundred. The 
increase from 1791 to IHOO was two hun<lred and thirty-nine ; bom 
1800 to IHIO, ou> huu'Ired and s-veaty-six ; from 1810 to 1820, one 
hundrolaiil s:;ve:it / ; fnim 182*) t) 18 JO, four hundred and forty- 
three. 
Tlie principal eirciuiuUucv* hIucU teudetl to rctonl tlio |N>ptdati«»u 



insT«»uY «»F FiTrininuJ. 1"> 

of the town in the oArlicr jeriod of it8 hwtoiTt wai^ tlio oxpciuH* of 
maintaining and kcepin;; in repair the roads and hrid;;es. Tlie hrokcn 
and nnevon nature of the soil rendered the eonstruction of roads labori- 
ous and costly. Tlie item for building; and keopin); in TC\mr tlie several 
bridj^^s over the Nn^shua and its tributaries, wa^ not small. Tlio art of 
C(Mi8tructing duraMe bri<lj;es was not understood in those days. They 
were built of frail and tmsuitable materials, and were constantly in 
nei»l of repairs. Whon built in the mo!*t approved style of thoso 
day.-?, they were liable to be swept away by tlie first freshet. The 
rivers, which have smcc been the source of the wealth and prosperty 
of the town, were, in the opinion of iu earlier settlers, its greatest ejrils. 
In 179-J, acemling to Whitney's History, th^re ha<l been built on the 
Naslnia a saw-mill, a com mill, a fulling mill, a clothier's works, a 
trip-hammer, . and works for grin^ling scythes. Thc^e occasioned a 
great resort of people to the place, and from a considerable distance. 
At tliis pericKl there was ranch travel through the place, by people on 
their way between Venn'>nt and Boston. With the?*? exceptions, 
there was nothing tr> give to the growth of the place an impulse be- 
ytmd that of the neighboring town<*. The people subaUtcnl principally 
by hwtbandry ; and tho s >il u;>on which they toiled, wa^ by no means 
pectdiarly excellent. The imsettled condition of the country, during 
the period of the commercial restrictions, and the last war with Great 
Britain, tended still further to check the business of the .place. Man- 
ufacturing establishments might have done a profitable business, but 
this was the period of their infancy in our country* ; and the experi- 
ment of introducing them was attendefl with that varied and uncertain 
success which usually marks the first efforts for finding new and untried 
channels for business and profit. 

Many of those who found manufacturing a lucrative employment 
during the war, ha<l their |in>fits cut off* and their business mined at 
the tcmiuiatiou of the contest, by the hitnMluction of fon-ign goods, 
witli which the markets were glutted, and with ^liich they could not 
cora|)ete. 
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Note ox the MANrPACiURES. — ^.Vs the manufacture of cotton and 
woolen goods forma so important a branch of the businesd of the town, 
it has been thought that a more particular account of the time at 
which the several factories were erected and put into operation, would 
prove interesting. 

The exact period when Dea. Amos Kimball and his cousin Ephraim 
removed from Bradford and settled witiiin the limits of the present 
town of ntchburg, is not known; but it was probably during the year 
1745 or dy when this town constituted a part of Lunenburg. Amos 
Kimball settled on the farm which Samuel Hale now occupies, and 
Ephnum lived on what is now known as the Storey farm. They built 
the first dam arrows the Nashtta in this town,near tlie place now occupied 
by the ^ Stone Mill/^ and erected here a saw mill and a gristrmilK 
This primitive dam, the model of which might have been taken from 
the structures of the l)eavers, was a frail piece of workmanriiip, and 
was generally swept away by the aimual freshet. After the close of 
the Revolutionary struggle, a fulling mill and clothier*s works, a card- 
ing machine, and works f<)r grinding scythes, were erected here. The 
Iiuilding occti])ied by the carding machine was afterwanls used for 
manufacturing satinets, and for other purposes — ^but to little extent, 
an<l less pn>fit. These buildings have since given place to die excellent 
st4)ne structure, wfrich will be mentioned in the proper place. 

A new dam of granite was built a few feet below the old one, in 1S26. 

Tlte brick factory, now owned by Messrs. Town, Willis, and others, 
was the first fiictory erected in the town, and among the eariiest (prob- 
ably the second or third) built in tfiis state. It was oommenced soon 
after Slater's fiKtory at Pbwtucket, in the year 1807. A fiMHory was 
built at New Ipswich, N. II. a short time previous; Plant*0 fiictory at 
liancaster, and one at Peterborough, N. H. were undertaken very soou 
after. The dam belonging to the briek fiu;tory was buik by Ephraim 
Kimball in 1807, and the factoiy was oommenced at the same time by 
a com]»any of atiout thirty individuak, who took riiaros in this novel 
ex| erimeut of siiuining cotton. 

The building which tliey erected, was tliirty feet by sixty. The 
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liwor i>art was iiwmI oa a workdiop, while tlie upper waa occupied by 
a picker, aiid wa* lukil a» a store Ikmwc for C4)tt4m. The Corporation 
(tJie company wa^* incoqM)ratoil m the winter of lS()«>-7,) employed 
one ll4»h!unH, who liail liad i«»nie ex{>eriinice at SIatcr*8 works in Paw- 
tucket, to make imttemA for cai<tinp«, conrtruct machinery, and ** start'* 
tlie mill. This ll«>t>hins usually drank a tputrt of hrnmJff daily, and 
was not alto;retlier a very amiable cliaracter. Being puffe<I up as 
master-Horkman and as the iMJSses*>r of imjiortant secrets, he assimie<l 
an indoiK'utlent and overliearin;^ demeanor, which was not very ])Ieas- 
in;: in tJie eyes <if the Coq^oration. All the workmen here einploye<l 
hail tj> take rfian's in tlie concern, and when it l>ecame necessary to 
lay an ase^essment \i\ o:t these, KobbiiLs claimed an exemption, on the 
gnnuid of !>eing the most iini)ortant man. To this the Coqioration 
i%onM nil as)»ent ; and thereu|)oii the m:f<tcr-workmaii determined that 
they nhould feel hl« jK>wer. IiHtcail, then, of hastenin;; tlie comple- 
tion of tliut ]iart 4>f tlie machnu^ry which would l>e fii'st wanted, he 
delil)enitely went to work uiK>n tliat which would Ik* neede<I last, and 
thus retanled tlic ** startin;;" of tlie factory wnne time. 

But Kobbins Axm foiuul that he had ovcr-Ci^timatoil his o^ii imjior- 
tiuice ; for s^nn? of tlie niJf T^trittiii// y^rMv^ workm.ni, by climbing the 
lighbiing-rod and descen<lhig tlie scuttle of tlie facton', *^ |x>sses8ioii 

of his chost, wliich contained hU ini|iortaiit {lattenL't, and made them- 

* 

flelves ac«|uaiiite<l with all tiie secret knowledge which the said chest 
amtiuiied. Hereupon R/>b!iins was unceremonioiLHly dismisfKMl. 

Aftcrwanis an uulividual by tlie name of Field, who Iiad l>een 
cngagetl at New I])swich, N. II., was hired to take the immediate 
milierinteiidanoo of the factory, wliich went into o|)eration mider his 
direction. The operations of the company did not appear to have 
been very |>n>fitable at first, in conse(|uence of tlie imperfections of 
tlie machinery* and the great expeiKliturcs neccMsary in such ex])eri- 
mental uwlertakings. In a aimiuuiy, too, of mich heterDgeneous 
materials, great unaiuraity coidd not Ik* ex|)ected ; and complaint? were 
fre<|uently lieani, and nliares ofVeii iuia^I from one omier to auotlier. 

In a few years, huwevtT, the Coqwinition U^gaii to do a more profit- 

c 
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able buHiiiess, machuiory of an improved coii^tructiou hanng been 
introduced, and the i*ostrictions upon the commerce of the cotmtry, 
and the 8ul)8e<[uent war operating m ttieir favor. 

The Corporation had committed a great ovcnright m not securing a 
proper title to their dam. The individual who built it wa^ owner of 
the land on one side of the river, and the Corporation owned on the 
other side. The dividing line between them was in the middle of the 
river. This individual having lost money by building the dam, 
demanded four hundred dollars of the Corporation to cover his loss. 
This was refused. He then informed the Corporation that he was 
owner of one half of the dam, which he oSere<l to sell them for the 
sum of twelve hundred dollars. The Corporation having neglected to 
comply with his terms, he sold his title to the dam and a piece of land 
(now occupied by Capt. Z. Sheldon's carpenter's shop,) for fifteen 
hundred dollars to two persons, who soon commenceil building some 
works there. Thev made free use of the water, and fiiuilly cut away 
a part of the dam. This was a death blow to the Coq)oration. Their 
bu^tess was suddenly stopped when they were reaping an immense 
profit from it, and they wore soon involved in a ruinous law-suit. An 
unusually large quantity of cotton on hand was, after some time, 
disposed of at a great sacrifice. They were suffering a loss of 
undoubtedly more than fifty dollars daily — ^perhaps nearer a hundred. 

The (juestion at issue lietween the Coqtoration and die ownere of 
the otlier side of tiie river, was finally decide<l by referees against the 
former. The expenses of diis suit and the heavy damages awarded 
against tliem were more than the Corpiration were able U> War. It 
failed in lHlt$. In addition to the factory, tliey owned the two brick 
boarding houses, and the brick store now occdpie^l by Messrs. Mc- 
Litire k Caldwell. 

After tiie failure of the C<}q)oration, their pro|)erty was purchafle<l 
by Messrs. Putnam & Perkins, for about one-third of its original cost. 
It remained in tiieir hands, and the factory was ke|>t in o])eration, till 
1822, when it was purchase<l by Meters. Town k Willis, who put in 
machinery for the nmnufueture of woolen giMnls. It has remainc^l ui 
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their hanck wiice that (xmio<1. Iu IM4 it was enlarged hy an addi- 
ti<m of fortj fiH.'t ill len;^ and tliirty-eiglit in breadth. 

Tlie Hecond attempt at ccttion Hpinuing, in tliis t4)wn, was made by 
Oapt. Martin Newtrm. lie had been employed by tlie Corporation, 
wlien their works were firvt put in operation. The location of the 
canling niachuie, near the site of the present stone mill, has alrea<ly 
iHH'n mentiomsl. In tliis building Capt. Newton put iu operation 
two s])iiuung frames, on *^ Election Day/' in the year 1810. The 
expense of fitting up this limited concern was about $1800, — and 
the profits at tlie end of the firat year were but little short of $1000. 
It yielded an hicome of at least (>0 per cent, on the capital invested. 
Cotton yam, at this period, readily commanded eighty-five cents per 
])ound. 

Tliis bunness proving to be so lucrative, Capt. Xewton, in con- 
nection with Solomon Strong (at present one of the Justices of the 
Court of Common Pleas) and Jonathan Flint, (both of these latter 
then l)elonged to Westminster) erected, in tiie year 1812, the bufld- 
ing tM>w known as Newton^s factory, and continued there the manu- 
facture of cotton giKxIs. 

The dam at the ^^ Rollstone (cotton) Mill " was built by Jonas 
Marshall ainl I)ea. Kphraim Kiml>all* in tlie year 1704. Thi9 tcau 

thf 9r«'9tnil ihtm huUt at*rtt»9 the Xufuhua. At the same time they 
built a saw-mill ; and shordy afterwards cIothier*s works and a trip- 
hammer were built on the site of the blacksmith^s shop a few rods 
below the factory. No vestiges of these now remain. 

The Red (or Rollstone) Mill was built m 1813, by John and 
Joseph Farwell and Nehemiah <iiles. When Messrs. Putnam k 
Perkins purchase<l the property of the exploded " Corporation," they 
bought the Rollstone Mill also, as the pond of the former intruded 
somewhat upon the watei^wbeel of tlie latter. It was owned by Gen. 
Ivers Jewett, and in 18:}:), it was purchased by Messrs. Town, Willis, 
and others. 



•n# WM ft iMi af ilwi BphnOa who vat UMOff tb« wriler •rit'en oT lb* Cowb. Dw. Xphsite 
Klflifaall Ml a Ur|» lUMlly . arvefml of whom arr dov Iblan to thb town. 
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The factory on Phillips^ brook^ generaDy known as " Baldwin's 
factory," was built m the fall of 1814. Tho persons engaged in this 
undertaking experienced a fate common to many, who, about this 
time, embarked their whole fortune in cotton manufactories. Soon 
after the commencement of their operations, peace was declared 
between this country and England, and the company failed. The fall 
of the water at this place is very groat. - The hf>Ie occupied by the 
factory was extremely rugged and rocky, and great expense was 
incurred in clearing it out. The factory is supplied by two small 
ponds — the surface of the water in tho upper one being nearly on a 
level with the steeple of the factory, which is about thirty rods distant. 

The Red Woolen factory, situated about a mile southeasterly of the 
village, and now owned and occupied by Benjamin Poor of Boston, 
was built in lfi28, by Tyler Daniels k Co. It was in their possession 
four or five years, when they disi)<){}ed of their mtorest in it. After 
changing owners several time.<«, it was purchased by Samuel Slater, 
whose heirs sold it to tlio present owner. For several year8 it was not 
in operation. It wa^ put in operation again by John A. A. l^afore^t 
& Co., in lH:i4. An addition was made t4> thin mill in 1H27. 

The Stone Mill (cotton) was built in 1H2«J, by Oliver Fox* Esu^r. 
It is very near, or partly occupies, the site of the first grist-mill and 
saw-mill erected in the town by Deacon Araoa and Kpliniiiu Kitnball. 
The present lessee and owner of the nr\chinery, is Percy Atherttui. 

The ))rick (w<H>leii) factory at Soutli Fitchbur;; was Imilt by HoIHh 
llarUhorn, in \M'2. S<K»n aftcT the comnH'noemeut of the buildin;r, 
William Whitney of B<i8ton became j<»int owner in the concern. It is 
now owned by him and Cajit. Z. Sheldon. It in leaded to AmoH Hill, 
as has been mentionetl in another place. 

The Bui4)ank ])ai)er-mill and dam (the third built acn^s the 
Nashua) were built in tlie year 1S04, by Tliomai^ Fi-ench. The mill 
went into oiieration the followin«r year. 

A. Crocker & Co*8 pajier-mill was built in 1H2(»; and the dam 
there wa^ made in the previous autunm. Tliis place was exeee<lin;rly 
rough and difficult of access. The dain alone c<icit ^loOO. 
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Tho ftlM>ve account embraces the most important items relating to 
the origiu and progress of the manufactures of Fitchhurg. 

Prcfioiis to the commencement of the manufacture of woolen cloths 
in 1822, some attempts had been made in manufacturing satinets, in 
the Old City, but the scheme was a lomngone, and was SfMin a)>andoned. 

Saw-mills wore built on several of the minor streams, in diiferent 
parts of the town, at ()uite an earljr period. 

When the town was in its in&ncy, the opinion was general, that it 
could noror be a flourishing phice, as its enteqirise and prosperity 
would always lie cbeckc<l hy the burtheusome taxes neccssaiy to 
keep in repair the hmmIs and bridges. The Nashua river was con- 
sidered as the curae of the place ! The present condition and future 
pros])ect8 of the town are a angular commentary on the oftinion of 
our fathers. 

The numWr of ratable polls at this time is about 700. The militia 
is composed of three comi»anies, viz — two standing companies and one 
of light infantr>'. 

The town is divided into twelve school districts. From' the School 
Returns furnished to the Legislature, for the year 1 H:l'), I gather the 
following statements: — The numW of cluMren attcwling Conuuon 
Schools, from four to uxteen years of age is, males, 271 ; females, 
2H\K Average attendance, 410. Children not attending: Common 
Schools any portion of the year, — lo males, 2<» females. A;cgrt*gati* 
time of keeping school in all the districts is, in winter, 2S mouths, 21 
<iays ; siunmer, 2H montlis, 7 dayn. Number of male instructors, 1 1 ; 
female do. 14. Average wages ]»er month, exclusive of board, win- 
ter, '?lt>,<57 ; summer, ^4,-iO. Amount of money rawed by tax for 
sup|K>rtiug Common Sch(M)ls, ><1,2*{7/)0. R^timated amount jtaitl for 
tuition at the Aca<lemy and private schools, }f70.^00. • 

The Academy is a coramo(lioiui, two-story buiklin;:^ situated a few 
rods easterly of the common. It was erected in 1h:1(), at an ex]iense 
of about ^1200,00. It is furnished with two school rooms on the 
lower floor ; the former of which will accommodate sixty-five scholars, 
and the latter thir^. The average numl>er of Hchokrs attending, 
for several years j>ast, has been about thirty. 
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CIVIL HISTORY. 

Before enterm<; upou the civil histoiy of the town, it may be proper 
to take a glaiiee at the tdtuation ami eonditiou of this {tart of die 
country, at the time when the white man first placed liis foot upon it, 
and nought lui abiding place and shelter in the then unknown wilder- 
ness« 

What events transpired previous to this period, the imperfect tradn 
Uons of the natives do not inform us. The elements of nature were 
at work u{K>n the soil, but its mould was not disturbed by the arts of 
civilized life. Trees sprung forth, grew to a majestic height, and 
then fell to the earth in the natural progress of decay. 

The Nashua wound its devious course through the forest, the still- 
ness of which was not intermpted, save by the shout of the savage, 
the cry of tiie I^east of prey, or the scream of tlie wild binl of the 
wilderness. The current of the stream may have been choked by the 
tnmks of Irees, hurled by tlie \nolenee of the tempest into its bosom. 
The mass of accimiulating water would tlien burst fortli, ])erhaps 
seeking a new chamiel in its ouwanl course. What changes have 
heretofore taken jJace in the course of the Nashua, we know not — 
rmming water is alwa^^ wearing. 

^riiere is every api)earance that tlie IkhI of the stream which flows 
by Mctfsrs. Perkins k Baldwin*8 factory, once was situated ten or 
twenty feet higher tlian at present, in tlie ledge of n>cks near tlieir 
dam. Rut die changes, which have taken i)hice on die sturface of our 
t()wiL*<hip« art* more fit speculations for die geologist. We caimot 
s|wak with certauity of its ap|>earance, till after it was visited by die 
white man. • 

At this |)eriod we kxuiw diat th'is iiecUoii of die ctmntry waji thinly 
peopled by m^veral IiKliaii trilK^H. A few years previous to the land- 
in;; of our fathers Ht iM\inoutli, a deailly pi^tileiice raged among die 
uborigiiio, and swrpt niiio-teiith}« t»f tlieiii to their gravt»s. Tlie 
Indian | opidstion did not avent;;e <»ue iuliabitiuit tn each )M|uare mile. 



The ItuUaiiA of New England wen» dividiMl intii five priiiciiNil 

« 

trilKMt, all of which exten<le<l their jiiriMlictiou into the liimts of tlic 
]>reAent county of Worcester. There were, aho, several mnaller 
triliea under their own sagamom or nachenui; but they were all 
trihutary to tlie laneer tribes. 

The Pe<(uo(k, whoee fiovereifrn resided at New London, Ct., had 
dominion over the Nipmucks, in the wmtliem and flouthwefltem part 
of the county. The Narrhagansetts occupieil wlmt was then the col- 
ony of Rhtxle Island. They, also, had tribute from some of the Nip- 
mucks. Tlie Pokanokets, or Wampanoaj^t lived in the Plymouth 
colony. Their sachem*s seat was at Moimt Hojw (Haup) near 
Bristol. Tlie celebrate<l Philip, or Metacom waa their chief. They 
extended their authority over another portion of the Nipmucks. It 
18 not proliable that either of these tribes extended their jurisdic- 
tion so far north as Fitchburg. 

The Massachusetts were the next great tribe northward, and 
extended from the bay of the same name to the Connecticut river. 
The Nashuas, m the vicinity of Lancaster, and the northern portion of 
the Nipmucks, were un<ler this tribe. If this town was included in 
the territory of the Nashuas, it was under the jurisdiction of the 
Maasachusetts; but this is not very probable, as the Nashuas consistent 
of only fifteen or sixteen families, reading on the mterval hmils of 
Lancaster, or near the ponds of Sterling. 

The Pawtuckets dwelt in the northeastern parts of the state, on the 
banks of tiie Merrimack and its tributaries. This tribe probacy 
extended over the northern part of the county. If this supp^isition 
be correct, then Fitchburg undoubtedly formed part of the territory 
of the Pawtuckets. 

Again, it has been supposed that the town was in the* territory of 
the Panicooks, who principally resided in the region about Concord, 
N. II. But there is not much foundation for the opinion that their 
realms extended so far south. 

The Nipmucks, if ever an independent, were now a broken down 
tribe, as moat of the neighlK>ring sachems claimed sovereignty over 
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tlicm. 'riiej were a harmless, ample minded race, and many of diem 
becam? converts to clirbtiaiuty, through the preaching of tlie cele- 
brated Indian Apostle, Elliott, llieste Indians and the Nashuas 
conducteil with gocnl faith towards tlieir white neighbors, till Kimj 
PhiUp\ war, in IGTo, when they were iiuluced to imite with lum. 
When the Naslnias were bi*oken up, most of tlicm jouied tlie Peni- 
coc)ks at the noi*th. 

'Hie Indian population was so extremely sparse, when tliis territory 
began to be settled bv tlie whites, tliat there is no reason t«> believe 
tliat tlie geogniphiciU lines of tlie different tribes were distinctly 
marked — they were determined rather by tacit^ consent or goneral 
understaTuiin<r* Sometimes, when tlie hmiting |)arties of one tribe 
pursued tlieir <ranK^ into tlie limits of another, or caught their fish in 
forbidden waters, tlien feeling of indignation were enkimlleil in the 
1>os<»ms of tlie a;:;nit?ved \ arty, and measmxjs of retaliation were con- 
certed. Hence feuds, not oiJy Iwtween individuals, but between 
whole trilK's, anwi», and blvxly wars were originated. 

There do not apjiear to t>e any well auUienticateil accomits, which 
tend to show that tlie Indians of any tribe ever made any ])]irt of tliis 
town a ])enuanent place of residence. Stone arrow-hea<ls have been 
dug up in various places, and otlier implements of Indian manufactore 
have l)een found in tiie field op].oiQte to the house of Capt. Philip F. 
C owdhi, but n<»t hi sufficient numl>ers to autliorize a sup)K)8ition that 
tlieir owners ever {lermuneutly resided tliere. They liavc, Iwwever, 
left behind them sufficient relics for us to conclude that tfaev were 

m 

neither ign<»rant nor unmindfid of die excellent sluul, alewivcfi, or 
salmon-tnnit, which sport<Ml in the waters of die Nai^ua, or of the 
deer and wild turkeys, which foimd a shelter and a covert onilcr tho 
branches of die majc»stic pines which towereii alK>ve oiur lulls* 

It may be an amusing s|>eciUaUon to uiquire when die soil of*(ltch- 
burg was first pressed by die foot of the white man. In 1(U*^ but 
little more diaii twenty-two years after die lan<ling of die Pilgrims at 
Plymoudi, die region alnnit I^ancaster was in Bubj<*cti<»n to Sh*>linu 
sachem of the N]i>hu]u<. lie had (»|M»n(Hl a s]'.ecies of traffic widi dir 



pc»o|)lo of Wat<»rt4>wi, and for ;rreator convoiueuco in thw n»sj>ect ho 
uniUMl Mr. Thonia^ Kin;r, and otliors n»sitUii;; there, to n»mnve to the 
fertile repons of the Niudnui. Thev eonijilie*! with Ins adviee, and 
coninieneeii the i>huitution in 1<)4*>. In 1 <»«*>:$, tlie toHii, tlien con- 
tainhi;: nine fiiiuihe^, was ineor)M»nUed hy the tuuno of Lancii^ter. 
From thin tiuie the inliahit^inlH tl\>clt in ]K*ace, till the oanuicncement 
of l*hili|)V Mar, in huo. 

To the eiu<t of hm, Uu» town of (in>ton waH incoqH)rated in lt)o/). 
B*»yond tlieso poinU, whie)i were on the ver;:e of civilization, tlie nrhitc 
{Mipulation di<l not extetv<l for a considerahle time. Perlmjis some 
hnnter fnnu tht»j<4» fn»ntier .^ettlenunit^, in hid wilitary punuiit aft<?r 
pinie, inay have traversed onr hilL), and penetrated tlio unknown 
wildeniejw; but tliis in alu>;:ether conjecture. 

Kehniarj' lotli, (O. S.) l^JT^J, the Indiaitf attacked Lancaster, and 
after dentrovin^ the »ettk»inent hy burning the houivs and munlering 
many ptMpU% they iuarche<l with the pri.s<mer8 towanin Canada. 
Ani<wi;r thi*se wa*i Mrs. IlowIaiKlnon, wife of the miiuster of tlie place. 
After her return from cajitivity, fJie puMLsluHl an aceoiuit of her 
jounieyinp* tluxni^rh tl»e wildeme.-w, untler tlie title of ** Twenty 
Kemove«." From thw 4|uaint w<»rk ami other data, attempts have 
been UKide to trace Imt counk% lUit tlie country being then entirely 
wild, and her accounts extremely va;nie in coiuH»quence — her mind at 
the same time being deprt»jvtMl })y tlie hazainb of her j»erilous situation, 

and bv recollectioiiH of the recent culaiuitv which had fallen so heavily 

• • • 

upon her — n(»thing \ery sjiti'^factor^* luw betni elicit^Ml. Her descrip- 
tion'* aitiwer to thn»e <listinct n>ates, tlie nvist iw>rthem of which would 
carry her thnmgh Kitchburg. 

From her account it ajUK^ars tliat slie «*]MMit the first lught of her 
captivity on a snuiU islan«l in a river. This is supjHKSiMl to Ik* in 
IxHrniiiLHter. There L* an islaiwl tliere an^iwrnng very well U> her 
description. The sen>nil niglit rJu* pas<etl ujkiu a hh/ft hiU — the tliinl 
night in XarrhagaiL*4t*tt, whicli is now Wi^-itininster — and on the eiLrl»tIi 
day <»f her captivity slie arrivcil at a place now in Xew Rniintnv. 

If tlR'ii it be assumed tliat 2i]u* sUiid the first ni^ht in Li'oiuinstery 

D 
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and tlio thinl ni^ht in Xarrha<ran?*<'tt, there is ev(»rv roas<m to believe 
that — in(lej>cndent \>f all ti^adition and all ciivunistancc.'^ related by 
lier — ^she pJiA^ed the second nijit somewhere in tlie limits of the 
jwesent town of Fitchlnu*;:. Taking all thin;rs into consideration, 
there is i^ood foundation for tlie conjecture that slie ]ja.'''*o<l tlie second 
ni«^ht on Ilollstone hill. If this conjecture he true, what a scene must 
have been witnesse(l by her, (►n tlie summit of tliat hill, on the ni^ht 
of the 11th of February (O. S.) ITiTi). The merciless sjiva^res, 
exulting: in their success, were celebnitin;^ the ma^*<acre which thev 
had inflicted ujion the iimocent peojjle of Tianca^ter, and t4*stifyin;: by 
their dreadful rites and hellish or<ries, tJteir joy at shed«lin;^ human 
bliHMl. In the mi<lst of them sat the lone white woman — her sj)irit 
cnwhed to the eartli by the wei;rht of her sudd '.mi and overwhehnin;; 
calamities. Torn fn»m her husband, sorroNyii;^ f<>r the ile^truetion of 
her kin«lred and frien<ls, witli no comforts to supply her neces-iities — 
no shelter to protect her from tlie wintry blasts — and with a dread of 
a hopeless captivity in prosject, she was entirely tleju'ndt»nt u|yni the 
*Mender mercies" of the siivap»s, tlie nun'^lerers of her children. 

I will now leave these mattei-s of uncertain sp<»culati<«i, and pnnved 
with the dull relations of history. 

Prevloiis to the incorpomtion of tlii'S to>\n, under the name of Fitch- 
bur;:, ii» 1TJ>4, it tonne<l a jsart of Lunenbiir;:. Tt» bc;riu, then, at the 
be;rinnin;:, and ac<|uire a knowleilp* <»f our ori;rin, it is nt'ee-^-iary to 
B4*arch into the earlv records of Ltmenbur^, in tb'» t/an*«action'« ami 
ovent-^ of which t'»wn the jH'oj.le who inhabited wliat is nt»w Fitch- 
Imr^r* luid an e<pial int<'n*>t, ami an etpial share. 

In Whitney's '* Ilistorv of Worec-^t^r (*ountv," the account of 
Lunenbur;: couim'»nce'< a-* follo\>-i: — *M)n th»» 4tli of NovembtT, 
171'.^ the (teneral Tourt, at tlu» n'tpu'^t of a numbrr of p*ntlemen, 
mad<' a ;rnint to them of iUU territory for a valuaMe conHiilcnition,*' 
ic. Who these ** ;:rntlrnn'n" wrre, U not Known: but it is pn*smm''d 
they W4're jim«'ni: tb^-^e who-*!* nann*-* an* |re-»'r\rd m the pn>prietor>' 
IwHiks a^ tli«» iMrlie.'.t H.tll r«». '1 iie '* \al'i.i'«'«- r •n-. der.it! 'U ** alniyo 
mentioned, will 1m» matle koMwn by the tiruH "f ijn- ;;r.uii. Further- 
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inort*, tliii* i»nli»r, nr ^rant «»f tlif < t eiicnil ( V>urt, i** of ^rt'at iiiiiM>rtanco ; 
for it in nut onlv tlii' fouii(lati<iii of our miinlcipil* rights, Imt it i:^ the 
iitt^is u|ioii wliicli rt>t all tlic titlot* Ui rvol e»*tate in tliid town aiul 
liiiiionfiiir;;. 1 \*ill thorfforo pve it entire, fn»ui an exact copy of 
'llie t>ripiuil rccMinli*, a** fnmixtlKMl l»y tlic Sccrutar)' of Uie (Vimmoii* 
Healtli: 

** Anno Kvftnl Uvy^n IttMirirti Mii(?nr Brilannir, 4c. Hfxto. 

At a ^^reut ami (leuonU Court or As'AomMy for hi?* Majesty 't* 
rn»vinee of the M:t*v4aciuwettH Hay in New Kn;;htn(K hepni and held 
at Itrston, upn ^^^Mhle^^l»y, the t\»enty-K*ventli uf May, 1711>, mid 
eoiititiueil hy I*n»n»;ration to Wednexlay, the fourth of Noveniher, 
1T1*J, an<l tlien met; Inking their second se.^Mon. 

MuHihtif^ Ihvnnlnr 7, 1719. 

In the houM* of Ueiav-^'ntatlve.**, the vote for ;rnintin;r two new 
t4»wns u:u4 hnm^lit do^n fmni the )>oanU with Amendments, which 
weiv read an<l ajrreiMl to-^And tlie said u»te is as follows, viz :— 

Vote«l that t>\t» new Towiu*, eaeh eontiiiniu;! a Quantity of land not 
exei'edin;: six miles s*|uaiv, )»e laid out in Jt** re;rular Forms, Jis the I^juid 
yik'xW allow : to he settle<l in a «h*f«'nHhh* nmnner, on the Westerly .^de 
of tirot<»n West line. uwA that Willi; ni Tailor, >j;muel Ihaxter, Fran- 
ei-* Fulhani. Ks<|r^.. <*a]it. tlolm Shi]<ley, an«l Mr. Henjanun Whitta- 
niort*, Ik* a ronuuittee fully ini|o>u'n*il to allot and p^nt out the land 
eontmninl hi eaeh of the rsud U>wils (a lot not to excised Two hundred 
tiftv acix's) to sueh i ergons, an«l onlv sueh at* will eftectuallv 
si'ttle llie siinie within llie s| ace t>f thive years next ensuin«r tlie 
Iayhi;r out and ;rnuitin\r Mich lou* hy the r^aumittee, whoan* instructed 
and diriTted to a<lmit eiirhty famir.e> or |ers<ins ui eaeh Town at least, 
who >hall jay to the said ronuuittee for the us<» of the Province, the 
sum <>f Five l*oun<U for each allotment, which shall In; ^n^inted ami 
allotted as afon*s;ud : and that each {icrsfai to whom t^uch lot or UitA 
shall Ik» ;:ranted or hiid i»ut, sludl Ik* «>hU;riMl to huild a ;r<»<sl DwelHng 
I lousi* then*on and inhahit it ; and al^^» to hnsik up and fence hi three 
acn»s of land the at lejint within the Tenn of thre<» vears ; antl that tljere 
lie lai<l out an<l reserve<l for tin* first selih-d Mhu>ter, a ;r<MMl conven- 
ient liot ;* al>'» a h«»t for tli<» >elio«»Kt an<l a ministerial lot, J and a lot 
ft»r liar>iirtl rolli»irr.§ of two hiunlriMl and tiftv aen*> each ; and that 
tlie Settlers he i»Mi;ied to huild a pwi*!, convenient House for tlie Wor- 



*llii« Mum whrrr T & J ttoii»iiif«*r oo« llti*. near (hr north 1>urWl plMr. 

*T1iv >rlio(»l loC «Ai in liir N W . pari « f Luovnburs : •nil a |inr Vm of U rmme witbin thf UoiiU of 

1 1 Imt Miul»l«ikil U»t «•• mi dl«t«lcU that it U uow aifllruU to fit tht privlMr »ltaatl6n of lb* wvvml 

1li# f oll#(r lot ••• in tiif \. \ K pAit »l l.uneuhurf 
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Hbip of God in each of the saul Towns, within tlie term of four year* ; 
and to \rdy the charge of necessary suneys, and the (Vunniittee for 
their service in and aUiut the preniises ; jind that the Conimittee «rivo 
public notice of the time and place when and where they will meet to 
grant allotuieut^. 

CoiLsented to— Saml. SurTE." 

Tlicsc two townships were designated hy the Committee ap]K)inted 
to allot and grant them out, as the North and South townshii)S. Tho 
former was aftemanls incorporated by the name of Townsend, in tho 
county of Middlesex. The south township included the present towni 
of Lunenburg, Fitchburg and a large ])orti(m of Ashby. 

Whitney, and every other authority which I have seen, asse'rt that 
this grant wjis made on the fourth of ^"orrw/nr, 1711^ A c«)py of 
the grant is given on the fii*st ]>age of the book, con tiuuuig an account 
of tlie dohigs of the Couimittee. It is as follows :— 

"At a Great and General Court or Assembly for his Majestie*s 
Pn)vince of yo Massiichusetts Bay, held Nov. 4, 1710, in ye lloiwo 
of Representatives/' &c. This error of thirty-three days as to tlie 
date of tlie grant was probably made either by the Committee's being 
funiishe<l with an imj>erfect c«)py of the act, or by a mistake of Fran- 
cis Fullam, the Committee's clerk, in c<»pying it hito their Iniok. 
This latter was prt)bably Whitney's authority, and it is not uidikely that 
Vthers have followed him. However, the authority of the reconk of 
the Oenend Court is not Ui be doubtrd. Tlu' act j a^i-^ed the IIdil^ 
of UeprescMitatives and received the signature af the Governor on tho 
7tli of I>ec. 17 U^ old st\le, ^hich corre^i'<»nds ^ith the iSih of Dec. 
new style. 

Whitney's account thus pn»ceeds: — '* There is a hill, in the mitMIo 
of the town, called Turkty IlUt, on account of the great number of 
wiM turkeys which freijueiit<.d the jilace in that day. It ^till n*t;uii<t 
the name ; and gave denoniinatiou Ut the \^hole tnu't previous to its 
incoqKiration." This account of Lunenburg in Wbiiu/v's IFMory, 
(which w;t4 published in 171*:*.) ux-i entiivly |»n*p;ired by Ke>. Za^Hbel 
AdauH, then minister t»f Luneiibur;r, and certain) v a ;:<»«m1 authoritv 
in the niattei> of hi- o^n dav. Tiii* lull i^ u,^\^ ealled "DarkV Hill," 



tLUil lA hitimtiil aliout twu liuii<lrcil hmIs s«)uthesu<tcriy fnmi tlio luiH'ttn;; 
h<nuH.\ I have ctniuirtMl of Kf\fral jcHiplc wha lived in LtuuMiYiur^x 
|in'viottf to the |«i)hHcatJoii of Whituey'H history, uiid hunllv uue is to ho 
found i^ho rccttUcet* that any one hill iu ])arUeular na^i called Turkftf 
JIUL hut thov «iv that Turkey Mill?* \^jw the nauie ;ri\en to **all tho 
hilli) anmnd*' — not <inly U) tlie hills in Luueuhur;:. hut to the loftier 
hills in Fitehhur^:, which \ierc e(|ually tlie resort of iinuieiuk* nuniU*ni 
of wihl tiu*koVii, which f<»uud a favorite CmnI iu a |>lentiful Hupply of 
chestnuts an<I aconjs there ulNuuidin;:. One or two individuals, 
howoer^ are ijuite certain that ClarkV I J ill v(a^< once called *Turkey 
Hill : autl it Ls their iaipn^ssiou that it went hy huth uanies— that it 
^euerally wjis called <1arkV Hill, thou;rh a^re*! |>eoj>le still clung to 
its ancient desi;^ati4>u. The uaiue of Turkey Hill is now entirely 
8U|jcr8eded. 

There is iu<Iuhitahlc evidence thai the tract included in the whole 
south townsliip was called, uo{ Turkey Hill, hut Turkey Hills. In tho 
** Account of the (teneral Couits ( *ouiUiittees Pn^eediupj," written 
in 1720, it is so called And in every other jJacc where it occurs, 
it is written ''Turkey Hills." 

What Indian name was given to this territory, is not known; hut 
the finjt name a|>|iHed t*» it hy white Uien, was Turkey HilLs. 

When this onler or grant of the (leneral Court jtassetl, Dec. Tt^, 
ITli*, there wiis hut tme faiuily residing in the territ«#rv of Turkev 
Hills. The head of this family was Smnuel l*agi' — univei*^ally desig- 
uated hy the honorable title of *M)ld <iovenjor Page." 'Hiis |iioneer 
of tlio wilderness and |)atriarch i>f Turkey Hills was Im^hj, as I have 
hoen inform.* U iu this s.-^tion of i\ • c •:iutr»' ( hr/mMv in Ki<»t <\im- 
hridge.) in 1t»71 or *2. ami remo\ed at an early age to Snith ran»lina. 
fVom thence he retju-nol in |Hiverty, to iJroton, iu this state, \*here he 
remained hut a short iKTi<»<l, and, in th<* summer of ITlH, mived 
westward into what wa.*« afters aiils Luuenhurg, where he remained 
till lus death hi 1747.* 



*Tb« liMCtlpllim upon bU graTc ftonr, vn«utr«l m lUiW cvpluhi, rv«d« m fblloik* : 
" lUv Um barM }% bo4) of Mr Samuel l*sf» ll« wm ;« flrtt tbfti •rttkU Ui ik» town. 
4»p«rt«4 Uu* Ufp >«t)t. j« 7. A. D. 1747, \n j>r 76 }*^t of bH a«v' 
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When die Gcufrai Court'H t^oiumitU»c, {ha tliey were t^tyleJ) first 
vL<itc<l the place in Dec. 171 i>, in the iterfonuauce of tlieir duty, they 
fuunii Ciovenior Pa;:e, whase faithful suhjects were comiK)8od of h\» 
wife Martha, and si'veral promisiu*^ ehiUIren, occupying a comfortable 
hahitation tin the soutlierlv si<le tif (1arkV hill, a few TOils to tlie rear 
i>f tlie ham helon.irin;^ to the fanu of Micah Marshall. It i» directly 
t>]>posite to the prin(*i})al ;;rave yard, little more than one mile iu a 
Houthejt*»terly direction from the mi 'etinjj^ house. Old (lovemor Page 
exercised not a little taste in tlie si»lection of his jihice of alxxlc ; for 
it *is nof only v»ue of the m<ist heautiful situations, hut the land there- 
ahouts con>tilut.»> one «>f the hest famw in the town. He had, how- 
evcT, no title t » the lan<l which he was cultivatin*;, for it was then public 
(h>niahi, an<l heIon«:ed to his Majesty's Pro\U)ce of the MassachusetUi 
liav. Acr(>rdin;rlv, when tl»e ronnnittoe mi»t at 0»nconl, in 172U, 
for the pur|H»se of ;rrantin,ir out loU, Samuel I*a;ie ])urcha.sed <me ft)r 
him^'lf, and one for his sou .losfjih. Tliis .I<»seph wil* emphjyed lu^ a 
'^chauuuun," when tlie town wa> first sinTcyed, and pi-obahly wai» 
alNMit twenty veai*s old. 1 am inclined to tiiink that he w:ui tlie 
<l«)venior*s cMost son. Tlii.-^ di:^'nitarv*s iifare^t nci;:hl>ors were at 
( I niton tin tlu* east, at liiUK'iL-iter ou the s mtli, and on the lK»nlers of 
the Tonnecticut river «>n the we-^t. The reciml of the hirtlis of hit* 
cliildren conunenceN in 171**, and enuuienitt'-j si\. Previous to this 
|K'ri<Ml tliere wen* lN»rn JoM*|'h, l>aiiit'K Nathaniel, l>a\id« Jolm, and 
probably one or Um> more. One or nmrr of thtuu s*»tth*<l in Shirley. 
.I«i^«*ph reside<l all his tlays hi Kunenbur;:. One of them, ( l>a\i«l) as 
1 have Iktu told, renv«»uvl to the northerly jMirt^ of Vennont, ami was 
the tii-st settler of the t<iwn of Lunmbur;:, in Ks«h'X comity. It ijJ 
re|4>rted that he aft/ruapl> returned to his natixe state, and dwelt ui 
i*etersham. 

An i»ld<'rlv •sMitli'HH'U <»f LinnMii»ur^, fn^iu wlinui tho.M* dat4i wen* 
d.*ri\eil, n»niark<Ml thai hr lhou;:ht tluit t'lf drMcndant.** of tlie ia^l 
meiitiontMl >'»n had not eiitin*ly di^^ipjK'arrd at the prr^'iit tlay, antL 
in "^uppirt of hi« Mpinion, n-lat A i\\v foll.iwin^ : — Thi'» Pa;:e, ha\ in;: J^ 
r»\in" di*,»"-ti »t and a *; r •ul.iti\«' r.iM of mtii«l. t -»k it into hi'» head. 
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mIiou quite vonii«.', that h«* omuM mako more inoiifV Uy tnuliii;: with 
till* Indiaiw, than Ky ctittinir «l»wn forc^^t tnM»-i an«l niltlvatiii): tlu* noil. 
Acrc»nliii;riy, lu' ilin»rt.Ml \\U <'om-s»« tox^anK (^aiirula. ami roinmonc(*<l 
jiuirhasln;: ln'avcr ami ott(»r *Wu< nf t'lo ipv^nint nativiw upon thw 
|iriii('i{Je. — that hi:* pM»t ui^i^'h**'! juM h»nr jouikIs aiul his hand on** 
Huin<). Ilii*! thov '^'M-nuMl t* <h»uSt, hut wrn* sinm jiatisfiod hv his 
tnakiii;; the <h*rhkratioii tliat it wa-^ n< fair for nnf j«irty jw the other, 
wncc he weiirhed nf[ to tht»ui. hy the .«*am(» wei^rlit**, his |M)W<U*r, t4»haeco, 
rfiot, &e. Thin ;rratnl fieM for inakin;; an h«»ne'<t liviu;;^ wjw, however, 
f»*M»n closed ; fi»r stmie otiier traders oomiti;^ that way, exphiined the 
triek Ut the It)<runH. anil the Old (tovemorV s;HHMilatin;i^ son ha<l to 
deeanip very suddenly — wei;rl»ts and all — to s:ive his life. 

It a|HK»ars from the town rcconls of Lunenhur;:, that "John Pa^e, 
ye wm of Samuel Pajxe, fUed at Jamaica^ heinjr there on the S|)anish 
ex|K»dition, IVe. lilKh, 1740, a** they hear." 

l)avid l*a;ce wa«< umhMilitedlv amon;:^ th»^ earlie^st — 'terha'is the first 
of the settlers in that j art of Lunenlnir;: which i** now Fit<'hhurjr. 
The hirth of his eM<»st child is dat4»d Oct. \1'\'k Snne of the aj:ed 
jKH)j»Ie of this town think that the first settlement made within our 
I»resont precinct, hy a white man, was on the place now owned hy 
James L. IIa\Ties — and that the oocuitant was sometimi's calliMi (lov- 
omor Pa;re. Others sjiy that Uavid I*a;re hved there, hut from how 
early a |»eri<Ml they cannot tell. Perhajw the title of (tovemor, 
Ap|iend(Hl t<» this Pap», was a henMlitary privile;r«\ or these informant*^ 
may have hlentled the accounts of the two Pa;r<»s in their minds. 
There can he hut little <hmht a>s to the resilience of (Md (ii>venior 
Pajre near t'le centn' of liunenhur*: : for the huul *»n which the first 
]M>und w:is huilt, and for a **jtfi»ssjip* to and fn>m the same," was 
piircha.*<«»d of him, and the (n»vemor hims<df was elevated to the office 
of |)ound-kee]K>r. 

Tlien* is, however, stnm;; rirnimfftaniinl evidence that the first 
settlement within what is now Fitchhur;:, was ma<Ie hy a mafi nami^l 
Paw — that his hou.-*** ptj)o<l a few nnU westerly <»f the house of 
Jame« L. llaynes, a short distance south of the pre>ent travelled road, 
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and near the small brook which flows there. This hoiwe was "garri- 
soned," tliat is, sticks of timber, hewn on two sides to al>out the 
thickness of six inches, were finnly driven into the ^>und so close 
together as to touch. Tliis kind of ])arricade extended aroimd the 
house at the distance of alit)ut ten feet fi-om it. Port-holes were made 
throut'h this of sufficient dhnensions to aHo^' tlie fire of musketry. 
These fortified hoiises, called Gamnon^^ were fre<iuently a poo<l 
defence against the attacks of the natives. Tliis Page turned tho 
alK)ve mentioned small hnx>k fn»m it<? natural course, and made it flt)w 
for some distance under gn)und, and then thnnigh liis garrison. Tliis 
was done that, if menace<I by the sjivages, he might sit securely in 
his habitation and defy their efforts. 

Having thus treated of the family of ()\i{ (fovemor Page, the eon- 
Bideration of ti)e affairs pertaining to tlie to^vnship of Turkey IlilU 
may l>e resimied. 

Tlie Committee apiK)inted by the act of Dec. 7th, 1719, to allot 
and grant out the towinhip, connuence«l their duties <m tlie 21 st of the 
same month, and begjin the survey. Besidt»s other exi»ense incurreil 
by the Committee, tlie futun» proprietors weiv charged with the sum 
of 12k. M, old trwfr* **for IJisket, Cheese k Jcnger to cany into ye 
wo<kIs." The suney was n^sumed aiul completed in April of the 
following year.f 



*At xamny of my tmApt*, %\ th^ prr*rut <Iajr, «< utl firntinMy fin>I it iniQrutt Co i|»t4»niiio^ Ui»«nf> 

9»xtntm bvCvrm WHaTrnm" And "lawful Mniir> ." I «U1 b»re n.M that in tb» >Mr ITlfS, rvcoanw 

w«« ba'l In the NfW Kn^rlati'l provlnrr* tu a \\^\w!t currrury, to aupport tbi* ripraaM uf ^««nita««il, 

ftO<l famUh a •ut>*tUate for a Hrralaficif mrJIuin. Tli» bflta purp(»rtHl thai Cbrjr vouU ha ri 

at a certain tlmr, wbkb m*» 4l<>ii« at br«t. hut It aoon bvramr ra*toiuarj to rcdflvm tb«tii b/ 

riil4Ml«Ki«. Till* )>t«in( 4l<t'i«* p'vtit IiiMr*llv, Hint Itc^u tu k|irT(-Uti> la valu*. la Mamrhm»tta» 

nbrrr tlirir taliM «•%« krpt up U'ttcr thtii in tbr utbrr protiiur^, ihr •Irprwijfiun vaa at tba ral« «€ 

»»vtmnmi »t h t'f f'>r "*4 in %\*- t«* T'l** <'iiri>'(i«'« \' (nirt 1 I i- utiiic uf iy I Ti^t- < — «v«rQ Bbil!lii^ 

an«l all ptiicp Irtiiui^utl Cm'i til} cib« »hiiliu^ in Pii>»r wUiiL wa^ ra.ifl '^lawful ai«of«« ' or 

{•rhri* •tt-tliii,: •>( tiiut Urilaui 

In tbff> ><ui ITV* tl»i r<>« nmi'tit <f limt Ilii'titi i<>i t« • .run' >f a tuji (< n\fm»y to 
*«':i«, li> iTDiutirrjl* Ui» \'tui\uft U>t ilafUttH'it* III (If '•*•■ x^r «.:U I rtiirr ti ivrrnof ||utcbko«PO 
pM«i in-l tii«l tilt* • J.ii, «.i' 't • » « I* ••«* r 1*4 •! '■•»#■ .I. i 1**1 1* iif •!•> «ra, feboul'I ba af^rrnprtatr^ 
|i( n l(«iu t!tr> «h<>:r u( lUt t'iu* u( tn iit <<f tti« | r<»«ii.rt Ihi* pi>>|x-«it*<iu. afl«r much t>|>|«u«iti<ia, 
«a» ranircl iiitn «iTrt I and •'vn ttmo} .? •.!■ { t< 'li 'i.f# t.f o i • '< ^ «U A<r< "hnit'y i|i# rtrtuiatrf<n 
iif OIJ T4iw>r M I* ««• fliititt *l'.r* 1 "O th* "i't of Mjri!. |.'ii> llMt U«i lar^ rnii* -u (i 0!4 
TiQi r l>i I* « «• uia i«* 'm t«. If III* r •>< •) iu<*tl«rt« •it.r.i ':»•■• xi* i.*** i f t*i«> i a|« i>*m n a^aln*! 
lilt ). !«!>«) iif l'»(w llr t< It '>iirk'> I »• II il, 1 ( Hit r^' • ( tit' «%!.! • ••; mf* t>f th« kitt^ t4« put ft 
•lop ti> I'h iu , I u*. .M t'»< i'' \ti '* • 'u • : .1 It t.- It' •■ .• • ^• I it*. I n M li ' ( c r t ri 

til «« 1 l4> r«« ••■!•<:« t t*t*l t I < K,.' *.'••• «■ • li'i' • . ' iM »» li.t tK * ii ••• •«(•.% II *••,•»••. 
An lu>i'«< ttiiti t>f lii« I' « I f 1 I .1* .t I'.' a'l -A* • ti.it I I. M r MA. 4 ( f «•• iiti ! A I • ri>«r cf t^« in 
teatar (pn)««t« t. M»tfcUr«l*.j .nU t.w »• utUwaal p^ft u( Om i./«a U .no Um M«\>uit ^raat •»• BMilr 
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On die 11th of May tho Committee met at Concord, when th« 
P'antecB entered their names for lots. They were obliged to pay at 
tliis time the sum of fifty riiillings, old tenor, ($1.11) and obligated 
tliemselves to pay a like sum when they sliould finally draW their lots. 
If any individual refused to pay the last fifty shillingis, he incurred a 
forfeiture of his k>t, and of his first payment. The eighty Iftts wero 
subscribed for, and the sum of 188/. 10« (^1.54) paid. Of the 
eighty individuals whose names were suliscribod, seveutcen belonged 
to Concord, fifteen to Groton, four to Needham, and the others to* 
Newbury, Bnidfi)nl, Reading, Boxford, Weston, Watertown, ic. 
Only one person's residence is put down at ^^ Turkey Ilillsw'' This is 
Samuel Page, who subscribed for two lots— one for himself, and one 
for his scm Joseph. 

In May, 1721, the Committee again met at Concord, when the 
grantees drew their lots and piud for them in fiill. .At this time five 
more grantees had been admitted, notwithstanding that the south 
township was *^ almost full." The number of grantees was subse- 
quently increased to ninety. 

It will be recollected that, according to tlie act of the General 
Court, each grantee was to receive two hundred and fifty acres. 
Twenty-two thousand five himdred acres would thus be disposed of. 
Then a lot was reserved for the first settled miiuster, for the school, 
for Ilarvanl College, and there was a ministerial lot. At the fijvt 
division, forty-five acres, ^ and diat to be die standard of the best 
land,*' were allotted to each man-— and if any ha])pened to l>e of an 
inferior cjuality, five or more acres were added to it, "to make each 
lot equal.'' 

Tlus, it win be perceived, was taking but a small portion of the 
whole township. Accordingly, in January, 1724, a second division of' 
about nxty acres additional was made. The meadows, were also 
divided into lots and annexed to the several ^^ upland*' lots ; and thus 

to tmatmUft io 1713, (vhkh gimat mu locorpormled Into t^Mmiaator fii 1740) tiie lodbm and white*, 
«bo ** ima " Uw llo*. flr»t w»t*r«>d tbdr horiM M MMMpog pood, tod iboo |»rw««dtd In ft ttimlf hi 
IUm to lb* tonttioni potal of <>ook«ah«w«lom pood. Thlt wm Um boaadoij Ua« b o f oo u the dnmofaio 
•f tho mhUm ud Mti««*. 
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they proceeded, tnakin*^ division after division, till nearly all the town- 

8hi|) of Turkey Hills was tiiken up by the original proprieUirs, or their 
aAsigiirt. 

There is one circuniKtance connected witli the grant of the General 
Court worthy of notice. The limit-^ of the new township, according 
to tliat act, were not to exceed six miles s<}uare. Yet Turkey Hills 
emhraced the present towns of Ltuienhurg, Fitchburg, and not a small 
portion of Ashby. It would puzzle a surveyor of the jiresent day not 
a little, to disc<»ver how the worthy and c<nis<*ientious progenitors of 
Turkey Hills contrived to get all this temtory ui a space of six miles 
Sfpiare ; for Fitchburg alone is more than six and a half miles long, 
and nearly four and a half broad — Lunenl»urg is of about the same 
size — and add the part afterwards set off to Ashby in 17j>7, and we 
have a territ4>ry e<pml to twelve miles in length and six in breadth, 
containuig, at the lexst calculation, forty-five thousan<l acres. 

No one, however, seems to have found fault with the suney, 
and certainly people at this hit** |K'rio<l, ought U^ rvnuiin satistie<I 
with it. 

In 1724 the gmntees began to m<»ve into the town and <Kx'upy their 
respective IoLm. The first house built by Old (Jovenior Page \\n^ 
already }K»en mentioned, llie s<»eond clwelling houst*,* jis I ha\e 
been told, was built by K<lward Hartuell, Ks<jr.,t on nr near the place 



*I harp tint MtUfkrtorlljr MrrHnlnM vhrthpf thU hoav. or t\w nttr tiv«r ilir frtitrv ttf thf lovn, 
(uiArknl lloon tbr ni»p of L ) (i«n4<«l l»y D. <*. WhIilitK, fttiil orrtipUhl hy thi* Whlow <Mi04lrf<lKv«ml 
DmiM tl. Iluin|itirlc«, «■« rn^tiNl nr*C. T)i# lat'rr mm* uinlouhcntlr built m tmrU m 17M. ty 
ThonuiB Pn>ntkr, KiM|.,ftnil wm altrt«anj«, Att«l f'T * l*n»^ |m" !«>•}, <<rup.f^l liy Vmyt, Jiwhua HulcbrM, 
M m pub tr houap. 

lUr WM not onlj ntw of th* r«rlii>«t a^tllrM. I>ui fr>r « Intii; |irrlotl b«* «%« ^U m > r fr^VJ oo« of thr moal 
InlfllMitlnl pmoi « of th« pUri*. n«* p4»*««x'tl % attoitK mliKl mnt\ mn r%\%trmt\»>n auiw^nor t<» that 
of ntovt of hi* frli«>« ritltrn*. Up «•• <iintiiiu*U« ml «il u|«>n t*> fl'l thr ino*t lai|ri>rl«pt nA«va In 
^ tbf town. Il4> «•« <mr of tlMi^r )n<li«l<lu«l« wbo^w* Miand Ju<lirm«'n( •mt rn^rjct to vr'.l qualify thrvi 
to tnkrlb' |i*ai| la Ibt^nfTttlr* i>f • »«•« artilrmrnt, «h«*n ilt«> Ittftii.tirr nf aurh p* 'artnt I* mi Mat>ntl»l 
to Uff pM<«|i«*riiy Wbrr.rtrr •!»% loi|«»**nt or r»ir»»»r'nn»rj lu»ltn*«« »m l«» f* •iH-fnupttottctl, 
K«l«anl Uaittttll va* r«!U<l ti|»in to lakr lb<* rharir*- of it. U* p««mh1 t)in>uch MTfial irra>lf« «i>f n4Rca 
In th«nilait«, aiiU flttall* attaiiwil ll.i* •ltirtiil> f>f uiii>>r-«Q i fTir«> al that titi-r i-f mofv Imt^irtaii'v 
tban ttwt of a uiaji>r e«iKr«l «i flt«> pitmut -Ut. In thu rm| *rtt> bf took tlip \*^'\ in •rnurinff tb« 
*«H !■, «brn th*- |"r<'pV ikriv aiarior«1 by tbr niotrn>*h'a « f ^h* li>ill.tii« llr aa* a ji»»i|r» of tha 
fitmte , an«l. In \''** b«* «a« a|>|«>(iiir«l a Ju<l.fv of tb» <'«>urt of «''>itMiton t*^a«. altkb ofll'-f h«> h*M 
till ]T'*J II*" aa« lite iTprr** iilantr of tbr f«»an f«»r a /i«tt nun Wr of >r«ri, r«rii till hm naa 
upatnl* of <l/litv \fr*nt airi* !•«> van alM> « .W^fon (f i*i' ''iinr'b, *' in-l. Iliii \% he «ik«t,"aa 
)^blli*«i • UlM r\ »»«• *' \%i llo iiti. tv •* t< ulb ,>•*' *'( b** «» an fit 1 «>f pWtji a* of .U«a 



insTonv OF KiT<iini no. #;.> 

iit>w <H?cU{iK*4l hy Stephon (rihHoii. It m nfuHit three ami u half mile:) 
in a Hoiitlicrly «Uix*cti<ni from the centre of Luneiihur<;, on the IjaiicaA^ 
ter road. Thw uxlividual, who e.\erci>HMl a ;rreat uiflueuce over tlie 
rtshig fortunes of the new town^^hip, came from IJanca^>ter aA early ao 
1724 — ]>i*rha|)H earlier. Tlie thinl wai» built hy Dea. Pliilip (fUKl- 
rid;;e, on the place now occupied hy hit* ^^n<lj*<)n, Phinehari (uKHlridge, 
on tlie rcMid leading to liJincju*ter, al^out three nnles* in a poutherly 
direction from the middle of Lunenhurg. lliis hoikH.' wad huilt in 
the Autumn of 1724, <n* early in 112i}, ThL* Dea. (i<ioflridgc died 
in January, 172)), and, at^ I have been infonned, wan tlie firnt {ktm^u 
ihterrc<l in the princii>al <;rave yard of Lunenhurj;.* I find tho 
deaths of t*everal in<lividuak reconlcd previous to tlii*» time, but where 
thev were Iniried I dt> not know. 

At a meetin;: of the (leneral Court's committee, March lOth^ 
172t», it ap|)earH fn»m infoniiation then laid hcftire them, tluit thero 
wen» twenty -six hou:H.\H rauH^i, **und ten of them settled and uihabited/* 
Of thest*, t}iou;;h the larger )H»rtit)n wa* j>n)hably near the centre <if 
liiuienhurg, mnw may have Ikhhi hi diat ])art which xa now Fitchhurg« 
But thin is a very doubtful matter. 

Among tlie names which ap|)ear on the nnronls at an e^irly 
date, are those of Jienoui Bo\nitt»n,t John iirout,} Moses (TouhU 
Samuel Johnson, § Josiah Willard. || Nathan lleywcKxl,^ Jona^ 



•Thr lii>rri|>tlno up»n h'i jfravf •l»ni«» rrm>U thii« — 

•• Mr r« !>«•»> p U<xl) of Mr l'biii|> (*•>«. ln>!p> ('i*l*(>nnf Mr. Jnarph «od M«rlb« (SoodrVigr) Wbo 

horn at N««hur> and dlrd at Luomburft. J«n. lt>. 1T2K-V in lb» »Y> }9tLr of liU afv. 
TIm first llftn tiif«rr<rf tn ihbirUcr.'' 

tll« probaM; IlTrd nrar nhrir «^ ft. J. Teftl (h1> uo« irriUr. abnut od» and ft bftlf mtlr* In ft dine 
Umi >. N. W. from tbf niavtiof hou»e. 

Uf<> bad no fixed habiUtk»n, and ptvbahi.n nevrr owned any rvnle^Uf* In Lnttrnburf . Ur«Ba« 
aprrulftttnic. moTvftble belnic. and. Ifan} tbinx. «aj a p^tiifi>i(;:rr hy tradv. 

•TbW Johnaoo U mM to bftv* Uv«4 where Lulber Farwell now Itee*— about bftlf a uille nonheft«terlj 
fHMM Uie MeChodial ttteetltt|[ b(»UMi. 

<apt (aftvmnla Tol ) Joakh WUIard Ihed on I be " BilMniFi plar«," on the Lftneaatrr rond, • 
Mfile more tli 'n two nilira In ft •onthrrl} dlreciHm from Laiif nburg meetinf ho««e. Ue was a worthy 
and bad a gtenl ebaie of Influenre In ilie aflain of the iuftint •eltlenient. 



«>atbMi lie; wood *'»»ttlrd ' In the aimthini Ktieuil*y of the u>wn, on the l^anrmster twad. wbetw 
«)iteer W hitney now <l«rlu. U«* waa a man of rooMdrr«li*e noU, liftTioK been ap|M>in(ed Deputy 
t*vet ff. and afleruaid* I'lirf of tlir couitJ. lie al»o kept in hto house w|iftt,ta tbtwe days, waa Olfni* 
ted oHh Iba name of sloie. but eu ft «ef > Itauiltd aeAlr. 
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GiUflon, Daniel Austen,* Joshua Hutchens, Thomas Prentice^f 

Several years after the grant of the General Court, much com* 
plmnt beg^n to arise concerning the speculations which now began to 
be manifest among the origbal proprietors — for then, as in modem 
days, there appeared a strong desire of tummg every thing into a 
monej-making matter. Several of the purchasers, totally disregard* 
ing the conditions of the grant, and the injunctions of the Committee, 
neglected to perform any labor on their lots, and kept them from 
others likely to settle them. Inasmuch as they ''traded them from 
one man to another, for excessive gain and prices, which practice was 
directly contrary to the written conditions and provisos upon which 
each person had his lot of the Committee," these latter proceede<l to 
declare several lots forfeited, and sold them to other. persons, from 
whom more obedience might be expected. After this summary 
proceeiiing, no more complaint was made concerning land speculations. 

In November 1727, the General Court's Committee voted that the 
proprietors should forthwith proceed to the erection of a meeting 
house, to be not less than forty-five feet in length and thirty-five in 
breadth. From the diminutive size of this house it may \ye inferred 
that Turkey Hills, at tliis {leriod, did not contain many families ; yet 
they ha<l already conceived thoughts of rejecting the further tutelage 
of the Committee ap]K)intod by tlie (rroat and General Coiui, and of 
setting up fur themselves. Tliey began to bestir themsolvos in the 
nmttcr of procuring an act of incoqK)ration, and the meoting hoiuw, 
projKised by the Committee, was not built. Yet tliey were not entirely 
witliout religious instruction, though tliey ha<l no meeting hoibte. May 
I'lth, 172Hj Rev. Andrew Ganluer was settled as mhiistor of Turkey 
Hills. The meetiugn, of counM?, were hold in private dwellings. 

Mr. Gardner was graduatetl at Harvard University in the year 
1712. In tlie Autumn of 1710 he was onlained the finit muiister of 



•teakl AvtCttt't kAMUUm wm wbttv CalHa BaIdq kM/ ttfvd. 

tTiM hOttM boltl bj ThooM PivnUcw. K^r., aad aA»nrftnli ooropM b/(^|«l. Mmtmk Nalrbn^ 
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Worcester. Here ho remuned till his dismission in Oct<>t>er, 1722. 
Where he was during the interval between this time and his instal** 
ment at Turkey Ililb, I do not knov. He built and occupied tlie 
house now standing on the west side of Clark's Ilill, and now the 
residence of the heirs of David Wood, 2d. It has (|uite an ur of 
imtique decay about i^-^a small portion of the okl diamond form 
giaas still remaining in some of the windows. 

It was voted to raise the sum of 8()f. (^^l^,')*')) on landed estate, for 
the annual salary of tlie minister for the next sii years. Tliis is 
apparently a very inaide<inate sum ; but it will t)e recollectc<i that 
money then, in conse<|uencc of its scarcity, was much more valuable 
than now— transactions between individuals being carried on princi- 
pally by barter, — and that it was intended that the minister should 
derive hifl princi|)a] flup]N)rt from the lands appropriated by the (J en- 
end Court. Dissatisfaction soon arose between Mr. (lardner and his 
people. He acconlingiy asked for a dismission, which the town voted 
in February, 17*t2 ; and the cbnrck received his ac(|uittance and gave 
him a discharge from his pastoral relations in the November following.* 
He thus continued in the pastoral office about four and a half years, 
and gave Iiis receipt for his settlement and salary duruig this period, 
to the town, for the sum of 3Wf. 12s (*17r).:J2.) He remained m 
the town several years after this, and was employed as the first school- 
master — ^the school being kept in his own house. Ut was also allowed 
the privilege of building, at hi5 own charge, '' a sufficient pew at the 
right hand of going in at the great tloors of the meeting house ^* — 



Mlovlnc !■ a copy mf a nqoest mt proporiUoo tobiBiCted hj Mr. OarAarr to lili chorck, 
ffvpCaoilwr, 1730. 
To tho Brrtbrvn of Um Cbarrh of ChrlH In Lanenbaif : 

Belowd Bivthmi-'I nwool but Uitak, fttNo what I hKW bcorA, md olio tnm whol I hmrt obMrrtA, 
of tbo tfrnoMCUoai ootl brh«Tloar of tbU pM>p'e relalinf to oi^ ooil nj aflhirv, ibot tketw to doC Ihdl 
oSkUob boiiM tow«nU mt- th«t lb«rp thoulil br from o prople to tboir Oo*prl alikteter, or tbol tbei« 
li wbart » ^ooplr am Hbeljr d«ljr to proSt uodrr tbdr mlDl»ter,— tbo cooAlrratioa mhttrtH hu b«M 
rmy froTooa mnd diarottrmgliiir to m«, aad Iborvfore tbink It bmt to arpofBl* ;-HUkl If Hfcetii*l com 
to tak« tbstay dm* bo booortiy paid OM^tbe Srti mlotetor'i tad with lU appoiinioiMos be pot npoo 
loeord oad orcoptH, oad • toflktoiit Pt>w ot Ibo rifbc bood of golnf la «t tbe (looi dooM of the owH- 
IliC bowo, I oball be fkoe to bo laiiiil— d ftooi mj poitoiml ivlatftoo, oOko, ond obUgatton to jrtm, m 
M it cao rafiiJarljr be perl>nDed. 

7oar loviaK Paetor. who wkheth foa Chr Dtelne dlvtelAoQ and bloaiaf , aad rjtrina 
IMoyoff* far the mmbo to Ma. Ajioasw UAEMia, l^«f«r. 

I.— eabnn, Sept. 1^ 17a». 
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which was a very liouoi-ahlo station, lie filially itnnoveJ to Now 
IlamjKihiro, nigh to Couuecticut river, where he died at a very 
advaucoil age. 

The reasons of this dismission, so far ais I have been al»le to learu 
tln*ni, api>ear to he the^H.' : — He wai? not a man of that grave and 
soher (lemean(»r, wliich the |>eopU* of his time th(»ught essential to tlie 
Hacreduess of his <»ffice. lie wsis apt to indulge in a leuty of manner 
on t!ie Sa' Imtli, \^hich was not in keeping with tlic solemnity of the 
day. lie had also ([uiti* a ]redilection for hunting, and, it is said, 
wild turkeys iuul other gauie, even on the Sal»hatli, sometimes bore 
testim my of his skill as a marksuum. For the trutli of tliese reiK)rti» 
I cannot v«mch. 

On the first <lay of August, 172H, the pn>pricton* of Turkey Hills* 
*ith their lands, >u're incoqM>nit(Hl l>y the name of Liuwul>urg, in the 
county of Middlesi'x. It wjis so named hi compliment to (Jeorge II 
wlio, in the preced'ng year, sacceede<l to the IJritish thn»ne. One of 
his titles \\as Duke of Lunenhurg, he having a town or province of 
that name in his (lerman dominions. 

The first "town" meeting wjus hel«l at tiie house of "Ensign Jona^ 
tlian Willanl,"* on the ll^tli of the simie nM»nth, l»y authority of an 
onler in Council, din»ctc«l to **(\ipt. 'losisdi Willanl, a princi|)al 
inhabitant/* ic. The first *• Selectmen" were .lames (A^llntni, Josiali 
Willanl, llilkiah Uoynton, K| hntim IVar^v, Sjunuel (<iov.) Pago. 

In Sept. it \\as m^iA to rai.v* tlie sum n( £200 (m^S.sS) for build- 
ing and finishing a merting Iioilm*, '''so far as it is will do or answer 
t!u*refnr.** This the first meeting hoiLs<s a building of snuill dimen- 
sions an<l a mere slu>ll, was locatnl a fe\% hmU U* the nortli (»f tlie 
dwelling houM* of Kdniund ( *usliing, and iwarly op]Nisiu»to the pr\*s«Mit 
Town Meeting IIoiim*. .V pulpit ami "a IhmIv «>f fH»ets" were Iniilt 
in 17»n. The ]K'rs«»ns, "yvv/'fr/w/" U» ha\e jk'Ws, hiwl l«» buiM Uioiu 
at tlu'ir oHu cost. \ committee wa> chos(*n '•l«» state places for 
buililing the ]iv\\-i, and onhT ulio ^hall ha\ethem,'* ami it wjis furtlier 



• i. I I ii«t • U iii< I I III I. kl i« 
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onlorwl "that the niU* th<» coininittco j*h;ill ;^t) l>v sliall Im* aoconliiiir 
to tlu» inhahitantH* hn/tniretnmfn and nttttfottn^ and haviii;: *mH» rr;ranl 
ti)/>rtf//' In April, 17'1»^ in wan v(»t<Ml to finisli tho pillorioH in the 
mectin;; houw, and to hxiM ''stoars np into them/'* 

The worthy jeople of Lunen!iur;r t<N>k ^mmI and »i»ns<.nahle can» 
that all va<xrnnt8 antl n><^uM 8h<»uid meet with their (lem»rtH : and 
aeeordin;rly in 17^12, they voted '*the nnni of ei;iht Hhillinp« f<»r 
tiuildin;; a pair of K^^rA-n/' 

In 1721^ they ehose ('apt. .losiuh Willanl their a^ent "to join with 
others to coiunder what may he hest in onler to ilivide the countv of 
Middlortcx." lliis ohjeet wa8 cffectiMl April 2<1, M^W^ when Worce>*- 
ter County wa« uieoq (►nited. At this time «rnuid and "Petty" 
jurj'men were ehosen hy the jx'ople in town meeting; a^wenihled. 

In a little more than two years after this, attempts were made to 
form a new county out of the eounties of Worcester and Mi<hlle«<.»x, 
of which (in)ton was to he the shire iovnu Tlies<» attempts in a short 
time were ahand<»neiL 

'Hie 8u!>ject of schools appears tii have first enpiged the attention 
of tlic iovnx in 17-^, when Rev. Mr. Cianlner wjts employe<l to t<»ach 
a schtM)] for three months, in his own house. Next year it was kept 
at tlie hotises of several in<lividuals in n»t4ition, and in Dec. 17H4, 40/. 
(4*17.77) were voted for a "I^awfull Seh(M>K" *'for the year past 
and present." In 17»io the S4'leetmen were directinl to provide for a 
school "according to the hest manner for the to>nrs naftfif and 
interest," and the vear folhiwinjr thev wore directed "to hire Srh^d 
Ihtnu'M v^ they shall S(m» fit, and otherwise as the l*:iw re<juires." In 
nin^sV)/. and in 17-»>^, *»0/. (^2t>.»)«>) were appropriateil towanls the 
sup|¥)rt of s<'h<K»ls. I)urin«r **ix months of the latter year, " Sch«M»l 
I >ames ' ' were em| »h »y e<l . 

In 1740 the town n*solved U\ huild two "school houst»n," one at the 
nortli and one at the south en<l. Hut this vote wass«N>n reconsidered. 



*!• liTM, tbv Cova *' n*>*(^l •!! *h<* mnm \m-\\\n*\ thr frvtit ffvlirn 'n tit** mr^tinc Iiau*** tn Jnna. 
Wood, I^MntM>l U*«U. Phliw>h««0»c««Ml. Cifkkrl »>tti«n, I»sm<1 V»^, ^|« fltrn IUmuIaii. John >ltrli 
A J«MiA At»|iott, Ihr tr> liiiltil • ii>itc pw **f *«<t for t Ik m •«}«••• .m 1 ni%r» f« rtirr h Mt In. ' 
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and they resolred to bmld one school honsc near the meeting house— 
and all persons residing more than two nules distant from it, hail 
Ubertj to support sdiools among themselves, the money which they 
paid to the town ior this purpose being refunded to them. Whether 
(his school house was ever iMiili I do not know, as, for the several 
subsequent years, the school committee were directed to provide places 
to keep the sdiool in, aiul to move ii as they thought best. 

Some years after this, the town resolved to build four school houses 
in the four (|iiarteiiB of the town, but tliey could not determine upon the 
place for their location. The schools continue^l to tie kept in diflS;rent 
quarters of the town till Fitchburg was set off. The money for their 
support was gradually increased from 2.V. to iyOL in biUs of credit. 
The exact sum camiot easily be estimated in conse<[ueucc of the 
de|)reciation in the value of the bills. 

Immediately after tlie dismisaon of Mr. Gardner, in tlie Autumn 
of 17^12, Rev. David Steams,* of Watcrtown, was lured to preach. 
He was innted to Wcome tlie Pastor of Luncnlmrg in tlie February 
following, and he was ordained in April.f Ho reciHved a settlement 
of 300/., 200/. of which wore paid the same year and 100/. the 
following year. His salary was to Ihj 120/. in "bills of credit," per 
annum, to ix) increased />/. {Ksr aimum, tiD it stiould amount to 140/. 
** to be qualifieil by the present value." 

CJenerally s|)caking, during the nunistry of Mr. Steams, the town 
enjoye^l a profouiMl |)eace in tlieir (Hrckviaslical af&iirs. Tliey went 
through the process of building a new URvting hcNise, and of oourm 
were not exem{)t from tlie tn>ul)]es and divisions usually cou0e(|uent 
on these occasioDS. 

Mr. Steams occupie<l die dwelling house which staiuls immediately 
north of tlie present Meth<Mlist meeting house, where John TbompckiD 



• motlwr) wbo M1»«H ihrit %ihn lo Ite ffwvv. Mr. Mmrm bloMvlf bccuM Um Uthn^ttM^ 
eblMrm. On* et hi* 4RBgbttn MliMqamlljr «m ■Mfrifil to R«t. bbdM A*hm 
and «M llM MMlMr •€ •)•?*• rbUOrva. 



Hhi Ihb oecMloo Ite nm of 2V. IH». <W. *• «•• pM lf» Tol. JetIA Wlttenl f^ ««tartetotac <>»• 
OrdtoAllM Coviirfll." It m^nktA, **o««lMlf •■ tlw fMb, Mid Mtlalf on tiM ■rtftt«**-Mth» 
Kf««td» ttafv. 



in>w ili^olls. In \1M and '7, and j**»vtTaI j»nK»*i»ijucnt years, additional 
wmv* (»f '2'il, and 'MU. wcro aj)j>n>jiriut4il to "make g<HHl"Jiw salary, 
in c<rtiikM|iunK'e of the dejireeiation of money. 

The currency, at this jeriod, wju* in a wretched condition. IHlk 
of cnxlit liad Ikhmi issiuil so early as I^IIH), to nwvt th<* cxpeik*^\s of 
the exjK,»iriti<ni a;;aiiLst Cmmdu. Tlie ex|K*nse of the wars fi>r st?voral 
years ctiiLsed an extensive vsgwi of tliest* bills, hcyond the means of 
tlie pravincj? to nnleem tliem, and they conseijuently lH»gan tn mnk in 
value. There was n<»t sj.ecie enou^lu evcin in tlie country, to redeem 
them ; Uie hills themselves causin;: the precloiw met^ils ti> disiip)H'ar. 
In 1714, a puldic bank was estahlislied, loaning 1>ills on laud security. 
Tliest* continneil to sink in Vjilue, causing so much lass to die C4anmu- 
luty. Tlie bills were loaned on mort;^gc\ with inten*st, and <ine-fifth 
part of the principal payable anmmlly. When the time of |>ayment 
arrivtHl, tlie ))a])er money havin;^ mmk 1h*1ow it< nominal value, the 
cn.»diu>rs wei\» oldi^xe^l to pay a much lai'^'er amount of it, or Siicrifici* 
llieir I'j^atos in paymcMit of tlie nvirt^a^cs. It was attempted to 
n'lieve this state <»f tliin;;cs hy exteiulin*: tlie limits of payment, but 
tills course served only to pmlon;: this state of tilings. Tlie most 
intelli^rent men of tin* dmt* weiv i;riw>rant of wluit are now deemed 
the first principh's of bankui;^. 

The land bank of 1741, Uke that of 1714, I<»inied IhIIs, takin;; real 
estate for security, but po?»*i»ss<»<l n«» means of n^leemin;: tliem. In 
174l», »[K»cic was intrinluciMl fn>m En^xlainl, in pa\nnent of the pn)vin- 
rial exinnises hi tlie exjietlitiou ti» CafK? Bivtr)n. Tliis, in a gn»at 
ile^rrtH*, checke<I tlie evil. 

In 1749, after liavin«x ^iwd thcMr fivst m<*<»tin^-liotiHe for twenty 
years, tlie ti»wn pa*ve<l a vote* fi>r bulldhi;: a ik»w Ikhisc for public 
worship, and appn»priated tlio sum of -MM. ^ncw teinir,*' CJlOOO^ 
for the puqwjse. The buiMin;: committiv were iit<tnicte<l to let out 
tlie j<ib to some one man, who w«Mihl do the work ** cheajM^st aiul be>t." 
Tliis lioiL-ir, >*hich was <lcmolis]i(Ml Uit a f(*w years since, was h)cate(l 
cm the slo| c of thr hill, a few pmU to the ^Muthi'a^t of the pres<Mit 
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ineetint^-house, on the s|K)t now occn|)ie<l by tlie scluMiUiourto last built 
in the centre district. 

The town voted »U. i)s, i)(L '* to pav for the Riun and other articles 
used at the raishi*^ of the meetin^r-house,'' and '*1H«. 8^/. to .Jo^iah 
D<^ge for the iwe of bis Hoik?," on the same occasion. The con<bict 
of tlie building connnittee, thou^^h tlu»y |irof)ably exerted themselves 
to have the work done "cheajiest and best/' did not ;nve satisfa(*tion. 
When they had exjK»nded the sinn of o^'i/. it was not allo>\ed to them 
by the town ; and a motion was made in town meetin;^ to *' pnKjeed 
a<^iinst them in the stejw of the laws," !)nt this (lid ntit iirevail. The 
difficulty was afterwanls ;yljnst<Ml, and the comnjittce wn^ |«iid. 

Mr. Stearns continued to preach till his death, \^hicli <H'curred in 
March, 1701. His funeral exi)enses were <lefrayed by the town. 
Thev also voted to his brothers *' wee<ls and ;:loves, to his sisters, veils, 
handkerchiefs, t^loves and fans, ami to his si»ns-in-law, wiM»ds antl 
gloves." The whole of Mr. Steainis' salary for 17*»1, was |aid to 
his wi<low. 

The condition of the hijiwavs, hi the earlv history of the town, 
can hanlly be imapn<*d at the ]>resont time. Kor tin* m(»st |art tlwy 
were merely "bridle j«iths,** windin;: thnMi;^li tlu' w«mh14, u\i»r om* hill 
after another, and makin;: the traveled dist4ince l>etwcv»n two places 
n«»arlv ilouble what it is n<»w. Wheel earria;:<'S had not tlicn been 
intnKlucrd. Tnivcllin;^ was perfonned on hnrsi*l>ack. In onler that 
jKM)ple mi;;ht not lose their direction, treos were marked on one side 
of the way. A few rojuls, which would s<M»n prove the destnietion of 
one of our nuMU'rn cairriapw, were* laid out at an early S4»jiSiin, near U> 
the centre of the to^n. Ihit hi that pirt of thi* town ^hich is now 
iMtclibur;^, there was nothhi;r of the kind, till, in 174'^ a committee 
W3U* cluKfu "to lay out and mark a nay to the west line of our town, 
in onlcT to aiHwiT the reijuot of tlu* Ib»nor:iblr Thomas lU»rrv, K^^jr., 
in lK»half of Ipsnich <*anada, ( Winrlimilon) and to accouinKwIato 
I>orclie>t<T (*anaila, ( A^hbumliaiii ) and the new t«»wn'* a*M)ve u««/' 
TJio two mo>t mi)orUuit roatls, whlrh Ifd fn mi thin | art t>f tho t<»i«n 
to thr centre, Mere the one by I>a\iil l*a^'<'*s (.1. L. Hayne-i*^ and 
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coiTt\Sjj()iMliii;r nearly witli what i?i lunv (IcnominatoJ the oUl n)a<l, and 
the ono liy Dand (nxMlri«l;ri*V, wlu) lived on the place now (K'cuiiied 
!)V Wni. Beniia, near the brick factory at Soiitli Fitchbur;:. 

In 174.') tlie town voted *'that the men that live in the Wmids of 
Maj. llartwellV company build the brid;:e over the North Branch in 
the way that »r<H»i* to David (io<Mlrid^eV, and tlie bridge over the 8(1. 
Nortli Branch in the way that pH>}» to David Pa;re*!*/' At the »aaie 
lime, the men residing in the Iwunds of Capt. Willanl's company were 
directed to bnihl the bridge over ** MuUepiu) BnMik," in the northerly 
part of Lunenburg. The fin»t of theiH* bridges wa^ where the arched 
bridge in in Siutli Fitchlwirg, and the wcond near to where the dtone 
mill in, in the "Old City." In 174H, the road wjw laid out from the 
*' south rt<le of Appletrce Hill/' over the bridge in the Old City, 
tlu»nce «)ver the hill, and m on to Narrhagani*i»tt No. 2, (^Westmin- 
Ktcr. ) 

Tlie bridge near Davi<l (nxnlridgo's was rebuilt in 1749, and at the 
name time a new one wa** built l>etween James Poole's (where Joseph 
FanL*»worth now lives) ami Narrhagansett. This bridge was prol)ably 
near OslMin^s mills. In 17o0, the si»lectmen were emiK>wered (o cut 
atrji/ the tnrj* in the n»ad to Dorchester (^luiada. At Oris time the 
annual expeiks<' of maintaining the highways was alH>ut e<pial to the 
siilarv of the minister, viz: — <iO/. *Mawful monev.'* It was after- 
wanb* increju-^ed bv the ncco^**iirv exnens*'^ of the rojids in the westerlv 
part of die town. 

What little eommunioation tbeiv was between Lunenburjr and **the 
new town^ above," was principally made through the nmd by David 
Image's, ainnidy mentioned. This road pn»bably p:iA4ed the village of 
Fitehburg, nearly in the same place with the prest»nt tnivelled way. 
It then wound up the hill by Knoch CahU ell's— over Flat rock — 
thmugh the land lately o>»ned by >'yl\anus La] ban; — ami thence to 
what Has then Lunenburg west line, and into Dorchester < \uiada, John 
Scott, who live<l where Uenj. Scott now ri'sitles, had been for a long 
time desirous of a more direct n»ute to the centre of Lunenluirg ; but 
the town would not accede to hU wishes. lie acconlingly procured a 
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Coiirfa committee, who laid the prewout Scott roml, '*to the groat 
Butidfactiou of Mr. John Scott/* an the Keconls sa/. ThLi) road 
passed froiu the middle of Luiieiihur*^ hy the h>g house where Jolm 
Battles, Jr., wow lives, tlieu by Khenezer Bridge's, where Deacou 
Jaquith now resides, au<l then hy Scott's own house, and so on to the 
road before iueiitioue<l. This Scott road was for some years <|uitc a 
celebrated thoroughfare, and used to be calle<l the Crown Point roa*!. 

Who were the earliest settle ra in the territory which now* constitutes 
the town of Kitchburg, it is imjK):<siblc to determine witli accuracy. 
Knough has l>een said resjKJcting David Page. John Scott, above 
mentioned, appears to have been residing on his fann in 17'i4 — liuw 
uiuch earlier I cannot tell. In this vear was recorded the birth of his 
I'ldest son K<lwanl. Jonathan Wo<m1, who was a man of consi<Iera)do 
note, wa.'^ living on the place where Widow Grace Wo<h1 lately livinl 
(^tlic last house in Kitchburg previous Ui pussin;: Baker's bridge, ) in 
17'i»"), when tlie birth of his first child wju* rcconled. It is probable 
that he had been living there for some time. Samuel P<iole lived 
tm Charles Beckwith's place before 1740, and his brother Janu^H 
TcKile was living at the same time where Joseph Kanisworth now 
lives. David (iiMxlridge, at ipiite an early jK'rio<K conimenced on 
liis farm at S)utli Kitchburg. His house was j«irtly on, or very 
near to, the sjjot now occuj)ied by the <l>ielling house of William 
Bemis. David (*urlile lived where there is (or lately wa'<) a cellar 
li<»le near Ui the !»ridge <»ver Baker's l»nH)k, on the rtwd leading to 
Isaiah Putnam's. Before 174*n Isaac (tibson w:i.« living where widow 
Pnidenee (libson now resides, and his bn>ther Beuben, i*here vVrring- 
ton Gibson lives. Timi»thv Hanen^tt livetl on the farm now owned 
hy Joseph Marshall. Kphraim Whitney lived whore Stephen liowo 
now live4^Thoii»as Dutton on ('apt. Henjjuuiu Wheeler's plact^ — 
Williaiu lK'iidei>o!i on Abrl K. A«lani<' Winn — John White on tlio 
Kreneh place, w*\\ «K*ciipi<"d by Williaui Wyui.in. 

In the year 17 l'* or '♦», Ahi«»s KuuImII, and hi-* CMUsin Kphniim 
nio\rd front Bradford inUi xW\^ to\iii. Aunr^ built tlif hou^i* when* 

:uu*l Hide now Ii\r>, and Kjihraiiti tbi- ii«>iiM' on th<* Story farm. They 
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pn>))ubly «>wiilmI land down to the river, uiid :< ) up the saims inelmlhi;; 
Kolktone. They hiult a gr'wtiuill with <me nui of stoiKw, s4)on after 
they caine here, o!i the plaee wli'jre t!ie st)ii» faet )ry ii m stan Is* 
The dam whieh thev hiiilt is said t') liave lieen not more than fortv 
feet in len*rth, in consiMjuence of a natunil hank, on the south side of 
the river, confinin;; tlie water to a narrow channel at this jJace. Tins 
dara was maile of a log laid acnis^* tlie river, ha\in<; "sjHMlin;p<*' 
driven in alwve it. Almost every year a freshet would sweep round 
tlie south end of the dam and oblige them to extetkl it several feet 
fiirtlier. 

The Kinil>alls, livin*^ at rnther too great a distance to take imme- 
<Uato charge of their mill, they employed one H<Mlgkins for tewhr. 
He built for himH<»lf a little hut or stall on the ground between I. 
Phillijis' store and the house belo\\. This hal>iUiti<»n of lltMlgkius wjw 
the first luulding, with tlie e\cc»j)tion of the mill, erected in what is 
now the Old Citv. 

At this time Samuel Poole ha<l a garrison — Capt. Samuel Hunt, 
who lived where David Pago pivvioti'^ly live<U had one — there was 
one at Isaac iiihsnu's, ami one at JtHe]»h Spafford's. 

lietween the vears 1740 and IT.VL the Indians did not ccaao to 
keen the inh<ibiuuit<< of the frontier towns, — and this t<»wn mav fairlv 
have been consiilered as such — in a state of constant alarm. Kngland 
at tliis time wius waging a war with Franc<* ; and their colonists 
8uffert»d drt^adfullv fnmi the incursions and attacks (»f the savaires, 
wh<) were instigate<l by the French in Tanada, The French govern- 
nient |)aid a large bounty for Kuglish scali>s, and a still larger one for 
English prisoners. Pris<Miers were also ransomed for large smns of 
uonev, which was a further inducement to the Indians to save their 
prisoners alive. Though the war with France was chwctl hy the treaty 
of Aix la ('ha|H»lle, i!i I74><, tlio dread of Indian depredation-* did not 

ft 

CfiUM? till several yvars afl<T. Indian M'ont'i were freipiently n*)>ortt*<l 
to have been -t'en — al:irm<, manv of whirh undoubted! v arose fn>ra 
false apprehensi«»ns. >»ere exeiti'd — and feaiN were daily aroused fn>ni 
a riiiiM*iotL'<n('s<< of inM*rurilv. 
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In the summer cf 1747, a ImkIv of luduuiii msule their appouraiice 
within the hoiilers of this town, ami committed several acta of dep- 
redation. As Uiis was the only occasion, of which WfC have 
authentic accounts, that the Indiaits made their apiiearance in tlu;» 
town, i\A enemies, I have thoug)it that it would not prove uiuntercatiu;; 
to notice the incursion wiUi some degree of particularity. 

Besides the homity paid in Canada for Kuglish prisoners, ami ili^ 
ex|5osed condition of this settlement, another reiwon for the attack 
upon this jlace, as I have heen informed, was tlic following: — 

There w:is living at this thue, in the neighhorluKxl of Mr. Julm 
Fitch, who tlien re»ide<l upon a spot very near t<i Oie place where the 
hrick liousi' of Ohver Kendall stands, in Ashhy, a certain half-tauued 
Indian, culled Siu'dody. This part of Ashhy was then included in 
Lmienhurg. Mr. Fitch accidentally felled a tree, one day, onto the 
wigwam o( Surdtnly, while the latter was absent on some limiting 
expedition. Surdody, on his return home at evening, f<Mmd his dwell- 
ing eriushed to the earth, an«l his wrath wa^ kindled. Fitch dwl n<H 
seek him >utli an ajjology, or with any offer of repanition ; neither 
did Surdody recpiest any recomj>ense of, or shower any repnmclws 
u]>on his white neighhor. He sought a recomjK'nsi* mort* congenial 
witli die Indian clisjMMtit^n. He immediattdy tiM>k up his Une of 
marjh for the north, an<l s«mhi luid his grievruices hefore his eopjK»r- 
coloured hrethren in Ciuuida. H<* dt*s<.Til»ed to them the defenceless 
state of the whites in this region, tuid prevailtMl u|Mtn a hand of them 
t4) accompany him hark u|M»n a Luulahle ex|»cdition of vengeaikce and 

lHH)tV. 

Mr. Fitclj, feeling ins<»euiv, had previoitJy |H»tilione<l the goven»- 
ment for a>^isuui<'e. T\\o M»Idiei*s, mimed Jeiuiings and Hl<Mlgett, 
were a<*eordingly statloiu'il at his h<Mis<*. for his pn»te<'tion. I |miu the 
arrival of tu«' ludlaii'*, some of tlnMu |M»st 'd tln'iuMdvr'i in lurkmg 
|H>v.iii>n'< ai»oiit Fite!i'> ilwelling — a UmIv of them pa.-vjing over the hill 
whrre John Turner Uve-^, to ihe hill ulirre William rog;r<^ell and 
Klmund I*PK"t»»r livv, aiMl even to the -'Uth j^art «if the t«»wn, to the 
h 'I where Mfplhu Houi:lit"»u li\e>, lurktd a^MuU in the thick woo»U 



tluT(\ io take H vi<*w of tho state of tl)inp« in LuiuMibur^. As it 
)mp|)OiMMl t4> he Suiulav, ami tn^ our fathers w(Te more in the hahit o( 
p>inf» U> meetin<x than their <h*seendiint8 at the present day, the 
Indian;) weri» not a little surprised an<l dis;ipj wonted at s<M»injr such a 
Ci>neonrs<M)f white face**, and men anne<l for attaek — for at that time 
pei)ple went armed to ehurrh. Th<»y aeronIin;^ly skulked hack tn 
their comrades, tellin;^ them that the pale faces were as thick i\a the 
leaves in the fon»st, and that it was utterly hoj eless to attack them 
there. But they determined not to ;5) hack empty-handed. So they 
kilUnl an ox which was ipiietly hn>wsin^ in the w<hx1s: made an encam]>- 
ment, roasted their heef, and made merry with one another. This camp 
was afterwards diwovered in a field then helon^^n;; to John Scott, and 
is not a prat distance from McTntire's saw-mill, on the Scott road. 
It was (if it is not now) called the camji fiaRture, from this circum* 
Htance» 

Before making; an attack \\\\o\\ John Fitch, they <livide<l into 
parties, and recfinnoitered thf» nei;rhhorho«Ml. ( )n the hrow of Pearl 
Hill they juixionsly lcK)ked down upon the TJihsons, an<l lon«:ed to lay 
their han<ls on them. But these «riants, whos<* size an<l Ptren;rth 
wouhl have done honor to the davs of chivalrv, were hardv h»<>kin;r 
men, and to use the wonls of one of their defendants, " the hidians 
didn*t dare to tackle them." In a kind of cave on the hill wen» after- 
wanls found a pim barrel, an axe, and several implements of Indian 
manufacture — suppjsed to have In^en left here on this occ:ision. 

They pn>cee<led to I)avid G<KMlrid;rc's, one evenin;*. and one of them, 
as he afterwanl* infonned Mr. Fitch, when hi captivity, climl>ed into 
a tre<» near to the house, for the puqM»st» of recoimoiterin*: the pn»mises 
thnni^rh the win<low. 

He siiw a white ntpiaw fecilinj: her paj:<K>se with milk. Tliey 
retin*d from this hous»» without doin;r any dama^re. 

On the fidlowinfr day, Mr. GiKHlriil;:e was out <»n horsehack, in 
search of a cow, which did not rt»tuni hoii.e* the previous ni^ht. lie 
wa« <rti the hill, near tlie place where S, Wanl Harris now lives, when 
tbc Indians suddenly started up in the path, a few jtaces in front of 
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Uiiii, and commanded liini t4> stirrender. lie immcdiatcljr tunieil hi^ 
horse in onler k> reti*eat, when lol au«>tlier Imliai^ com^Jetely anaod, 
laced him there Uj cut him olf in that <lirection. lie then made ti 
circuit, jumin«r to come down the hill towards Kimhairtii mills, llic 
«ava;^e ran hi a direct line to cut him off in this direction abo. It 
\\m a fair race, but the luirseman grained u'j.on the f(M)tiuaii — and a** 
<ro(Klridt;e paaseil hi front, Uie Indian, ]>erceiving that it was in vaiu 
to thing of taking him alive, fire<l — ^Init fortunately, owing to the 
rajiidity of (ioodrid^e's motion, or some otlier caus4% miAsetl hi.i mark. 
The leaps of tlie horse down the steep part of tlie hill were aflerwanU 
meaAunxl, and found to Ije eighteen feet in length. 

In his flight, Goc.dridge Irnt his hat, and the Indians secured it as a 
trophy. It is not a little remarkable that, lUxiut ten ycar» after tliis, 
m the Buccceduig war, an Indian was tjiken somewhere ou Coiuieet- 
icut river, having on his hea<l tlie identical hat of Deacon David 
(ioo<lridge, not much the woi*sc» for wear. On his getting clear of the 
IndiaiLH, <ioo<lridge hct<M»k hinL«*i»If t) Page's garrison, aiwl an alann 
wa8 fortliwitli fired. In a sliort tinu* nu*n |KMiivd in fmiu Luiienliurg, 
an<l even fnmi (troton. It is worth v of ivitice that in two hours afler 
the alarm wa< given, a Major Willanl, wiUi a ctunjuuiy of cavalry, 
arrived at the ganison (vom l^jineaster. 

Tlie Indians, ujkhi xIk* jilann Inking g^ve!^ n'tinnl to tlic ti>p of 
KoUstone, fnmi whence tln^y coul<l ci»mnmnd a view of tin* movmuentji 
beneath them, and seeing a gn^at e miiuMtion, ami ]M*<»ple Hcnrking 
in fi*oni abnuid, thev thoudit it advisable to witlidraw iiUo sonic 
fcvrvi place. 

It wjLs on the follow ing moniing, acconling t» tlie acowintA of aged 
jH^opIe, that t!ie gums<»n of .lolui Kit*'h was atUu*k<Ml. lie livoil at 
this time se\end mih*s di.^t;int fnmi his nrarrst neighlK»rs, ai«l wai* 
the fiirthe-tt we-^t of them adl. His family coiwsted of lumcMjlf, 
wife, four ehlldivn, (••ue ^i\\ and ihnv daughters,) and tlie tw«> 
h<»ldifrs aln»ady mrnti«»ru'd. (>m* of thr-;*', on g»>nig «»ut of tlie fort 
t«». examine about the pri ini^'^, ( tliiiikiiig fntui certain indicati<»iiit 
that Indians >ien» luikiirj in th<* virMii'v > ua> iniiu*'diati'l\ ^hot dtmn. 
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The Indians tlicn coimnenced the attack u]M>n the garrison, which 
Ktch and the remaining soldier defended for a short time. Tlie 
latter was soon sliot through tlie iK>rt hole, and Fitch was in« 
duced to surrender. Surdoily was desirous of havuig him killed 
on the Sjjot, l)ut he was ovemded in this hy the others, who 
were disjjos<»d to carry him and Iiis family into captivity, and 
H<» receive the highest l)o\mty fnnn the French, and a large sum 
for tlieir ransom. Intch, aecom|)anied hy his wife aiwl four chil- 
dren, and imder tlie esc<)rt of las captors, was carried to Mont- 
real. 1IL( hahitation wit*^ at such a distance from the principal 
settlement, that the rej)ort of hb* cai)ture Wiis iu>t spread till the 
following morning. It reachetl the middle of I^uienburg, however, 
long hefoiv the rishig of the sun, and tlie ahinn, (three muskets, 
heavily loaded, dischargetl with a certain interval between each 
rejiort) was inmiediately fired. Soldiers arrived in an incredibly 
short [K*riod, from Groton, Lancaster, luid even from Westfonl. 
They immetliately put themselves imder the command of Major 
HartwelU and starte*! hi pursuit. They had not ])roceeded far 
beyond tlie smoking nuns of the garrisi»n, iK'fore they discovered 
a paper stuck in the bark of a tree. Tliis contained a nMjuest, 
Mgnetl by Fitch, not to have his frieinls purwie him ; for tlio 
Indians luid given liim to imderstand vhat his destiny was to be 
if tliev were iv»t molested ; but if tlioy should l)e pursiu»d, and 
likelv to be oveiiiikcu, then thev should forthwith kill him, 
t»gelhcr >\ith his wife and chiMren. Tlie sohliers, on tlie n^ceipt 
uf tills, retunied. Fitch and lii.^ family were carried to Montreal, 
nln*n» thev rcmuiiuMl for al»'»ut «nie year, euduriu^r giv;it hanl- 
shiis. They ^\ere th«ii r.m- nii"d, prineipally by mean*! of a 
8ul»scription nii^ed amou^ tin* ].r«»il«» (»f Rni<Lonl, tiie jlaei' of 
hU foniKT P'-idciK'r. Tju'V all lived t(» return to ilieir home, 
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with the exception of Mrs. Fitch, who died while on her return, 
at rnnidcuce, R. I.* 

After thi.s i)oriod, Mr. Fitch wm praspered in his worhlly 
conceriu^, and became one of the wealthiest men of the place. 
When the country al>ove him became settled, he opened a public 
house. He presents one of many instances of the uncertainty 
of riches. lie lived to the ^ood old a<^e of onf huntlnut and 
five years, and die<l hi the |K>or-house of Ashby I 

A few Indians remaine<l behind, after the capture of Fitch, 
to okserve its effects. They conthnied sevend <lays skulking 
about, and on the watch for more pri*>ners, or scalps. Deacon 
Amos Kimball wtis h«KMn(^ com in his fieltl, and, hearing: a 
nistUn^ hi the bnish fence near him, he U>oked in that direc- 
tion and saw a •run pointed at him thnui^h the fence, by an 
•Indian. The latter seemiMl to be reservin;; his fire till his victim 
should draw a little nearer. Kimball knew that if he nui, it 
would be sure death, as he wais then so near ; so he pretended 
not to see any thin «r, and kept scratching with his h<H\ ami 
workhig off — looking down, jus if busily at work — till he sup*- 
)M)sed that he ha<l attained to a sufficient distanci* to give him 



*1 wouM hrlrrtirrrt't mi nrior In W)ilitf\'« arrtiunt nf tliU iilT.>ir, «hi<lt l« •• (l»Uow« : — ** In lb« 
mimntrr of tlir «i*«r 174'.'. tb** Itt<ll.«n« riim> Into th«> o'>rti»«f«( Itinitf of tht* i<mn.»n«l ltl'<^ two 
iMi)i|irr«, J* iiniiii;<i urn! lt|<>*||;rt, witti wrn* ■tntlMtxil thfr*' mihI i'*irU*i| Mr. J<>lin lh« li ■it<l tiU fkjilty 
Into r«|>t{vlty, who ntl Mliirn*-*! in •nfi't) . tftrr Mt lurtnx inrrctilMr* liAi«t«hl|M and btUru««. rtrrf^i 
Mr*. Mtrh, will! airkt nrtl^ntl iliixi In Caimila. " 

T)ter« U ftn f«rmr of two \rtir« In tlit* •tAlrnirnt. In Uir fliPl ptar«>, thv war lirlw<n>ti rrBii«wa»t 
England wan ronr|ii«|r«l In J74**, nn<l lb» Frfncli woiilil n«»l |>aj a lM>uti(jr ftir KnitlUb pti«r*nrr* allvr 
that ppHotJ. Secondly, an agr«l man of th(« (own, rrrf>nil} «|t>«TaM»<l, mnfoi tiered bow old h« wa« 
wbrn Kltch was taVrn, and wa« «inita pn^tlitiMltat Ihr rvrnt ocfurrrd on tbv l*ith of Jaly. 1747. 
Ttiinlir, Iho Urrorda of l.nurnluirK »ratr that >u««nna lirrb ^p wt^ of Mr. John iMrh DMM»aal 
Dtrrnibrr tr 24th 174*^, al Pro«ldf imt In >r roll'.n^ of Uhrxl 1>'«nil." Now Mr« liirh rouid ncX dia 
al l*n>i|dtiir<< In 174**, and Im* takrn rMfiinr li> tb«* ln«l>an* in th** foMowhi); •umtnrr. Tbv authority 
of thr Uf<«>rd« ratinnt bi« )lt«T>n(«<l. ^iirthnmon . tlir in(<-nli<>n« nf uiairuirr l>«iw««>ii Mr nirh atod 
hU »r*i'nil *»(•• wvrr ieri.rtl»'«l in l*tt. V,'*^ .juUr !o«» rarl* if h« Mat tal^cn in I74'«, aii<l hU ArM wtfb 
ll»f*»l nrarU or •nilli» a *i*ar nftrr Om <»»-nt 

Thi-rr 1« • • iiry nirrt-nt, ri*.|it« 'lujf \U\» mtoo'I wlft* <>f Joltn Mt« li, to tlil« rlTr<t ■ Sh* niMlniooli, 

onr dat , 141 niakv MiiiM* r^tntlVa an«l Bi««>r )titi.'l« |>iil th * tunth tai|i>« attd wl* Vinf- l« c*llf 

InahrK'r u^rt til' Itr*' niid cMiniiM i»nl afirTiii^ (hi HI %-'C*t\\*r Ihl* »li<« (oit!|ttur«l to il<i till «li* 
wa« If lu< vxil n«^i>i^ to ())• •CnC*' if IhM ii<|iit I i Ti r y>\i\ h tthi' Ma* •'iK<A<d (Mtr of hrf brlxbhOT* 
«*i <|iurui; llii no aiiiiiar ('f Mi< li uttn»it li • "ii III* *, •! r i« I •• •! ti«t(*it< «•• Dtkftii.|; < kt. •!•'•. ai»d won. 
drirl «rr« uiui (t " wii\ lii' > lit n«it ri mr 

Ja« oh t'M>*li, wlto w «• «n inf «iit w|ii*n hi wt* rarrt*«l Into i «ntd« «*• af* rw «' I* • rirrk In th# •|or» 
of I>r. JkSii T »t Inf ill I. nil' tit (ir/ '|)i>'>i/*i n i 'h^r r««)>*«**«' i f* ni'< t hi* |i<w«r !in t«« w«-r« bC 
d««ifi«ii -in , in ' "ii'xiUf i.<r (if IU» r«,;"f ••*. » .- li ii» wj* i in-J. 
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a elianco t4> esca|K.*. lie then uiailc ^(hhI ush- of hitt heoUs. 
The Iiuliui), n^ \m only chance, fire^K and i\\o liall stntck a 
tree a fthort drntance in fnntt uf hm intoiuK'd >'ictini. Ah Kinv- 
hull iiumediately gave the alarm, thL^ iKoxit thought it l>e8t to 
Ik» off. A few of them made a circuit thnmgh Wei*tumiBtei^— 
killed one man named Bowman, who wa.s at work hi a field, 
and, acconlint;; to tlie Btutcment of my hifmimnt, (Arrin^on 
itil«<on) ** carried hii» t»ealji into caj»tivity" — tlien pa^rHMl rapidly 
on towanL) Canada, and overtook their companions with Fitch, 
lH.*fore their arrival at Montreal. Thin was the la^t of Indian 
warfare and depriMlations within our honlen». 

After tlie events ahove detailed, and j»rcvi<»u8 to the incor- 
]H)ration of the* tt>wn of Fitchhur;^, iiH.»vend families moved uito 
the westerly jairt «>f Lmienhur;;, \Oiose names will lie given when 
I 8])eak of i\ny^ livin*;; in Fitclihurg when it was erected into 
a tk*parate ti»>in. ('apt. Samuel Hunt came into thL< town (from 
Worcester, as I have lieen told) and huilt* a part of tlie house 
now occupietl hy James L. llaynes. In the year 17t)l, he 
I'onmienced keeping tiiveni there. Thu* was the first puhlic house 
ever kept in .the precincts of Fitchhurg, 

At this j»erio<l, considenihle difficulty was experienced in the 
collection of taxes. The jmijut money wjl»« of uncertain value, 
and the constahles, uj»<»n whom this duty devcJve<l, had not suffi- 
cient authority to enforce pronipt payments. They were n.M|uired 
to I ay over the sums which they had la^en onlered to coUect, 
within a certjiin peri«Ml ; an<l if they faiU'd U* ci»llect them, the 
hws fell ujK>n their own shoiildei's. It was not uncommon for 
them to pjiy their fines, ratlur than accept office. In Jan. 17<>»{, 
a town meeting wa^^ held in ^M'apt. Josiiua llutcheiis* liong Cham^ 
lM»r," when Ahijali Hovey i*as ch<n*en coustahle. He lieing ahsent, 
a messenger wjis desj atche«l for him, who rejxirted '* that "^Ir. 
Hovev wouhl n<»t s<Tve the town il** coustahh\ — would he ;:lad if 
tlie timn would e\ciL»<e him : if thev would nt»t, he would pay the 
fine." And so he |»aid his fine. ** Then ch<»se Jonatlian Pearcc 
coiu<Uihlc. He n»plio<l that he di«l not eh«M«^» to serve, unless he 
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cowld be sufficiently authorised to collect the taxes. After a long 
disputation and debate, Mr. Pearce was again desired to declare 
to the town his acceptance or non-acceptance of the office. Ho 
desired more time for consideration; and iinallv refused to scn'e.'* 
Jonatlmn Bradstreet was then chosen, " Mr. Bradstreet bein<^ 
immediately notified of the town's choice, ])re8ented himself to tlio 
town, and being a^ked by the moderator whether he would accept 
the office of a constable, Mr. Bradstreet replied that he scniplvd 
whether the fine coukl be recovered of him ; the ramlerator insist- 
ing ujwn a peremi)tory answer, he rejJied he acrnph'^l whether the 
fine could be recovered of him," — and finally he refused to ser\'e. 
Richard Taylor was next chosen, " who made his apjwarance, and 
declared he would not serve once and again." The town ej-fmfed 
him. Paul Wctherbee was then chosen, who accej»ted the office. 

I have already mentioned the death of Rev. Mr. Steams, tlie 
second minister of Lunenburg, which took place in March, 17()1, 
in the •32<1 vcar of his age, and 2St]i of his ministrv. Ho was 
much beloved by his people, who built a monument to his mem- 
ory.* They also \mt\ the whole amount of bis salary for the year 
1701 to his wi(h)W, *' Ma<lani Ruth Steanjs." 



*Tbe Mfowtof li • n>pv of tli» inarript}on U| on the tomb-fltouc of llr^ ■ Mr. }<lf«rii» .— 

**TIII** M<»M'MKST, 

>:HK(Ti:i> «Y TJIK TO>\ N OF UNKNItrK^ill, 

IS vACHKI) TO TlIK .MKMOKV 

or Tin. KKVKItl.M) DAVIl* »<rKAUN«* 

TlIKIIt MIH II IIKLOVKU AMI !:r>l'K< TKD rAVfOll, 

WHO iJKI'AUTHi TIIIN l.lfj-. 

J.\ TIIK JOVKI'L KXPH lATloN OF A nUTKK 

ON Tin. irrii day nv makwii a. i». ITiil 

AM> IN Til*. .*»lM. VI^AU or IIIN AOK. 

IN Ills IMCIVATI. tAlV\*riV 

UK WAS A KINI> III MIAMI. A TI.M>Mt f AHKNT 

AN AKKK* TIONATi: III(0'IIIKK ANI> A I-AITIIHL IKIKND« 

IN HIS MlNIMrUlAL I H \ll.\t TI.H 

IIIH tONVKH>AriON M VH ITUK >.N IKIITAININO 

A\I» IN>Ilir* TIVi: 
JIIh iMMTniNI"- PLAIN ANI> M Itll^TritAL 
A Nil Ills LIKL J Id L\ I.M MTLAKl . 

Ill* w.t« u(lorn«'<l 
tilth lio«|»itality. with i»in{^lar pnhlonoi* and a iii«>*t on*loArinfr U>n<*%olrnr«*; with 
a Kooil knowUMigi* <it men und ihin^'*. with h urM-nt /otil for xUv (thiry of (*hn*t, 
and l)»r »*lTaCion of >iimU; and wan t;o\ern«Mi liy th«» inrtufnif «f th<»»o arrum* 
)ili<»hmfntf. Hel)». I^ord. for the G<n1U man r4»a«(>th." 
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Immediately after tlie decease of Mr. Steams, Rev. Josiuli Brid«:e 
(flan'ard Uuivenjity, IT'iH) wai*' hired to ]ireacli : and in Aupwt 
of the same year, Uew Samuel Paytjoii, a chiss-inate of Mr. Uritlp^, 
waa hired. In the following Fehnmry, the Unm '* gave him a call,'* 
offering him an anntml sjilary of 80/., and 20(V, '* for his encour- 
agement and comfortable settlement." lie was ordauied in Sept.^ 
17G2. A committee was chonen '^ to make Huitable provision for 
the venerahlc Council, and other gentlemen of note and diHtutction 
who shall attend the ordination. '^ 

Mr. Pavson continued hut five months in the ministry, havin<; 
died in February, 17<»*1, aged 24, lie was a native of Waljwle, 
Mass.* Rev. Ebenezer S|)arhawk, of Templeton, was invited ** to 
come and pray with thr town," and the neighboring ministers were 
invited to attend the funeral. The town also " voted to give to 
Miss Elizabeth Steams, (affianced to Rev. Mr. Payson) a neat, 
handsome suit of mouniing/' — ** to the father and brothers of the 
decease<l, weeds and gloves — to his mother and half sister, veils, 
handkerchiefs and gloves." 

•Rev. Messrs. Champney, Fiske and Davis were hired to preach 
after Mr. Steams' death. Mr. Davis received an invitation to 



*Tlw liwrripUOD upOD the tombstone of Hvt. Mr. PftyaoD b u fo)!o«s.-— 

8rii jicK' TriiTLO 

nKLKill.E 
«KV. SAVTELI** IMYSOX A. M, 

KC'CLKSI-K LrNKXnrnOKNSIS PASTOtt 
lMHTr> FIDKLlH 

i»uj:stanti viu ixr.KNio 

MOKl'Mt^I K t.K>Tr AMAHILI 
VIRTITW rOTirSi^lAM DIKUIM ThKNlS 

ATnoi»H.»; Moiino 
IK I rnriT 

II >. FKH. >AI.rT. M. IHCLXlli, 

JIT. XXIV. 

A lATIIKU 

KUKCT.s TIII> MoM'MKXT 

TO THK MKMt»KY OK A IIKLOVKD SON."*' 

It WMj br Umtt«Utr4 tliiiJt: 
tl«r« rwt, within Uib tcob, th« noMhi* of Iter SMnotl Pmymm AU.tht ImrweA mnd^aumpkkry 
pMlor of tb« rburrb oT Luoraburjr. U« wm • nwa of vQpcrlor ftbllUbw, ftnd of m MDtebW «IU|o. 
■itfcxi . BMfv ill«Uiicvl«b«l Ibr virtoM (bM Ibr Wiifftb of 4aj«. ilo dM of mi mtn^hy la robroory 
A n. 17«l,of»i24. 
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'^ settle," which he declined. May 19th, the town coiicarred witli 
the church in appointing '^ a fast on Thursday come fortni^it/^ 
In N'ovemher, Rev. Zub<liel Adams was procured to preach. Uo 
was settled »oon after Fitchhurg was incorporated. 

For several years pre\'ious to this event, (tlie in<x>rporation of 
the town) the iuhahitants of tlic westerly part of Lunenburg began 
to have shrewd suspicions that they were able to walk alone — that 
tliey were sufficient in knowledge and numbers to manage their 
own affairs — and tliat it was an uimeceasary burthen u])on them 
to be comiK'lled to travel the distance of five or ten nules to at- 
tend Divine service, and transact the ordiiuiry business of town 
affairs. 

It will be sem, ui)on an ins|>cction of the case, that there 
W2U4 a ])retty gtKxI foundation f(»r these opinions. By an exam- 
ination of the liecoi'ds, it will be Hcen that a very fair pro- 
]K>rtion of thoste who were selecte<l to manage the most imi)or« 
tant affairs of tlie town, was taken from among thfise after- 
wards belonging to Fitchburg. It ouglit furtliermore to l>e con* 
sidert*<d, that a ride of ten miles then, was quite a differciit 
affair from a ride of that distance now. Of Hie rotuh at tluit 
])eri<Hl, mention hjus already l>een made. They were but little 
bett<.»r tluin cow-patlu*. When this town was iiH^oqM^ratinl, tliere 
were no w1rm»1 carria;:c»s here of a higher rank than ox carts. 
Any vehicle (»f lighter con^tniction would Iwive H<H>n gone to des- 
truction over such nuuU. J^Minievs were Uien made on honH*back 

• 

or on f<H>t. A Hpruce young gentleman, in trt»ating the mistretM 
of ]\U affectioiii^ ti» a ridi»— or the Hober-minded husl>and in carry- 
ing the partn<»r of his life to church — ^l>rings the sun^paced animal 
to the hors<^bloc-k, and motuits — the la<ly places herself on the 
pillion behind him. The hor>M» sUirtK off on a walk, — tlie great- 
mM, s)kmmI at iiliieh it would be coiL'^idered siife to drive him, 
iliPMigh road."* so rough. Thry thus pursue Uieir jouniey, wiml- 
ing along up one hilK and then aitother. The horse leajis over 
tlic suuiller streams, f(»r fear <»f Wftting hU feet, and ^^ades InJdly 



through t!ie larger om»jj, own to ciKhuigcriiig the feet of \i\a 
riders. Now the gentleman dismount.-* to "let down" the Imrs, 
and then proceeds along, dodging under the Iwuiglirt, tuigs and 
Urahrf t)f treej^. He uiib<t start very carlv, or arrive at his 
journey's end very late. It is therefore not to he wondertMl at 
that the early settlers of this town hegan S) early SiA tlu^y did, 
to desire a HeparHtion from the |iarent stock, that they might 
Jm? nearer home in the perfonnanee of their puhlic duties, whether 
they were such aft they owed to tlie eomnuuiity, or U\ their Maker. 

From the n»conl of the town meeting, March, 17o7, it ajj- 
|>earH that Samuel Hunt and others ]etitione<l to the town of 
Lunenhurg, to have the westerly part of the same set off, in 
onler to have it inc«>n)onited into a se|arate town, ITiis peti- 
ti(m was referre<l to a committee, with directioas to rt»iM>rt at 
the next May meeting. At the May meeting, the committee 
re|>ortetl — ^Imt whether in acconlanee with the prayer of the |>eti- 
tiouern or not, we arc not infonned. The rejKirt, however, exci- 
ted considerahle dehuti*, and wa.s recommitted for an amendment 
— and the committee was tlirected to rejMirt at the foUowhig Sej>- 
ti»ml)er meeting. Among the reconled proceedings of the Sep- 
temlH*r meeting, not <»ne word Is said respecting tlic fejK»rt, or 
Samuel Hunt's petititai. Nothing further respecting this suhject 
is rt>conled, till May, ITtll, when the town votetl that tlie re<|uest 
of Samuel Hunt and others ** he so far jointed that ow'hfiff of 
tlie land in the township of Lunenhurg, and the w<'sterly part 
thereof — nmning a {arallel line with the west lim* of s;iid town- 
ahij) — ^Ik» and hert»hy is set off a se|iarate Purinh f»y itself; Pro- 
vide<l they shall place their meeting-housi* ju* near the venture 
of said I arish as may he, s<» il^ ti» accomm<Mt2ite the whole, and 
that as S4M>n as they an* ahle and do nuiintain the (ios|iel among 
thenw'lves, that tliev shall he freed fn»ui all c<wts nnd charijes 
of maintaining the (j4»s|)id in the first |i:irish/* liut this grant 
did not satisfy the petitionen* : for the ri»r«»pl stat»'S that imme- 
diately a motion w:l* made that the riNpn»st he granted in fidl— 
which pjLs'-ed in the negative. 



r^» 
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In the folloH-ing Augiwt, the re^piest of Amos Kimball and 
others, to be set off into a separate town, was presented. It shared 
tlie same fate with that of Samuel Hunt — ^with tlie exeeption 
that it did iK)t live iM^rly so long, for it wa.<^ killed on the spot* 
" AfttT debate thereon, it pa*we<l in the i¥»<jative." 

In the warrant for town meetii^x i" March, 17*W, there wa» 
an article, ti) hear the petition of I)ea. Benjanun Fc^iter and 
nine others, ^•'to st*t off into a district awl precnict by tliem- 
selves" all the inhabitants on the westerly side of Pearl Hill 
brook and Dorchester farm, so called. The town reftved to act 
on this article. 

In the warrant for town meeting in tlie May following, there 
was an article of Mniilar un|H)rt — witli the exception tiiat it said, 
^' To see if tlie town will consi'nt tliat application may Ik^ made 
to the (Jenend Court, to incori)orate tlie westerly part, ic, into 
a town. Tills article was negativetl. But die mlvocates fi>r this 
measure made aiK>ther attempt in the follow hig Januar}\ and with 
much better success, for ilie town tlien M^U'd to ^* let tlie ]K.Hi])le 
go.'* This vote was passe^l Jiuiuary 2*>th, 1T»M, at "tlie nnpiest 
of Dea. Ueiijautin iMister, I>ca. Samuel Putnam, and otliers/' 
which was as follo>^s: — Tlmt die town vote 'Mhe lamls in said 
I)iuienbur;C whidi lie wt'st and westwardlv of the line hereafter 
d(M(Tib/d, slioidd Ik' Si*t off fr<un t<u<l town, tlmt si> die said 
Uuids, ]uid inhabitants theriMtn, nuiv Ik' formt^d by the General 
i*ourt into a ti»wn or district, il* tiny Jiull think prc^jHT.** 
(Ilcrr follows a (b'S4ription <4' tin* liiu', wKirh corrc^jKm«U with 
the e;istcrlv UMUularv of Fitebbur-'. ) This >\:i'^ ;:raiil<Ml on o»n- 
dilinn that " tlic iuliubiUmU hh«»uM pay tluir uuui.-t-r\-% tii\, as 
hentnfiuv tb"V l»:id doiu', until tln^v sJiouM lui furui>>d iuUj a 
di^lrict.'* 

Tbf 1'Ui;j: '^Mi;:bt-fi)r objrtt of tin' jhii|iI.> of ib«' w<"»t«*rK |«;irt 
of Lunenbur;: hu^in;: Ikhmi obtained, a committtT c«uMsling tif 
M»»ssrs. John Fuch, Auvis KimlmlK Samuel Hunt, F.pliraim 
Whitney, and Jonathan WimmI, was cb<icM*n U* wait ui<»n the 
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General Court, to j)n)cure the act of Incor}Mvnit4ou ; ami they per- 
formed tlieir duty so pnwnptly and perseveringly, that on the Jld 
of Fehniary, 17«>4, — jtwt nine days after tlie pjuva^re of the al)ove 
vote — tlic act passed the Legidature, and received tlie 8l;^uitnre 
4if the (iovenw^r. 

February 3d, 17»)4, wai* therefore tlie BiUTii-nAY of FiToiinrR^i, 
which was 72 years old on tl\e -Sd day of Fehniary, 1S:1«J. 

It L* tlie genenU rejK>rt tliat the town wa» nanuMl in honor of 
John Fitch, ^ho was the fii-st man on the comniitU'e appointed 
to ])rocure the act of hicoqM>ration, and was the same hidividnal 
taken captive hy the Indians in 1747. S*me j)coplc tliink that 
the town was named in hoiK>r of a Col. Timothy Fitch, a wealthy 
merchant of I^)st4>n, who owned extensive tracts of land in tho 
toini, and was considereil, in tliose days, sis a man of " note 
and distinction.^' It is true that John Fitch, at tliis time, wa» 
an extensive landholder, aiMl ]»erhaps a nuui of some influence — 
and he may have taken an active part in getting tlie town in- 
cor|H)rated. Yet tliere were many hi die town who were held 
in higher estuuation dian lie. Previous to tliis innicMl, he seeia^^ 
to have l>ee4i eloctetl to only tliri^ offices hy tlie gtKxl jK'ople of 
Lunenhurg. In 17oS, he was cluisi^n oiw of tlie " Ilogge rieves;'* 
afterwards he was chosen " to take care of Deer," and again 

*' to take care i)f fire and bum tlie woi^K'* Tlieso e^»rtainlv 

• 

were not distinguished stations. But whetlier tlie town wa* named 
in honor of this individual, or of tlie alM)ve named Col. Fitch, 
is a joint which will prolwhly remain forever in oWurity. Thif* 
is a circumstance not a little surprising, when it 18 c^>nsidered 
how recently the town receivinl its iiaiiu\ and tliat tliere are 
people iM»w living who remember tlie event |Krrfeftly well. 

The act of iiicoi*]K»ratii»ii, which die commitU^e wjia so prompt 
iu procuring, is Jis follows : — 

"Anno n»gni Regis (icorgii tertii (Quarto. 

lit it aifuirti Ay thr iworrnwr^ (*(fU»ril awl J/oumv *»f Ilrjfn- 

u 



hH HISTORY OF Firrnnrnrt. 

HrnfatiVf'M, That tho iuhaliitants, with thoir lands, in tlic wcj*torly 
part of Lunenburg — beginning/* &c. (Here follows tlie botui- 
ilaries of the town by '•'stakes and stones," which it is not nin.*- 
.essary to re[>eat) " be and hereby arc set off and erected into 
a sej arate town, by the name of Fitchburgh ; and that said 
town l)e hivested with all the powei-s, ])rivileges, and immunities 
that other towns in this Province do, or may, by law, enjoy ; — 
that of sending a Representative to the General Aiwembly only 
excepted ; — and that the inhabitants of said town shall have full 
jjower and right, from time to time, to join with the said toi\n 
of Lunenburg in the clunee of a Representative or Representa- 
tives, and be subject to pay their pro|M»rti()na!)lc part of the 
charges, wh<» may bi- chosen either in the town of Lunenl»urg, 
or ui the town of Fitchburgh, in which choice they shall enjoy 
all the privileges which by law th<*y would have been entitled 
to if this act had not been niado ; and the Selectmen of the 
town of Ltmouburg shall issue their warnmt to one or nH»re 
of the coiHtables of Fitchburgh, requiring them to notify Uie 
inhabitants of the t4)wn of Fitchburgh of tho time and place of 
meeting for such choice ; /V^r/VAv/, n<*vertheless, Aft'l Ar It fur- 
ih*r nittrfnJ, that th^ said town of Fitchburgh shall pay their 
proj»oi*tiou <»f all town, county, and Tnivinc** taxes, aln»ady M*i 
f>n, or grant4'd to be raised by, said t<mn of TiUnenburg, as if 
tliis act had not bern made* ; — 

Aful hf If furf/nr nuirtttf — That Edwjinl Hartwrll, V^\.j Ik», 
and hereby is enijH)wen*d to issur hb< warmiit directed to some 
principal hihabitant of said town of FiteblMirgh, n»<|Uiring him 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town, fpmlifie<t by 
law to vote* in to\Mi affair^, to m(*<*t at such time and place 
an shall therein be .set f«»rth, to c!i«n»<4» nil such i»ffici»rs jv* shall 
Iw neee>sarv to niana:;!* the affair^ of «-aid t«»>^n/' 

This bill pa--ril the nMii^<« Ftb. i!<l. 17«»l, and the <*ounciI 
on tlu' follow hig tlav — when it al^io reeei\ed tlie a^*^*nt of the 

i I'M I'l I. Ml', 
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At tills |K'ri<Hl tlioro were in the whole town nc 
fortv-three or four faniilies, and the whole niunher ti 
did not much, if any, exceed two hundred and fil>i 
pre8i*nt time it contains more tliun ten times that number. 

PerhapH a more accurate picture of the town in 1T<»4, could 
not \h} prertcntetl, than hy Htatinp;; the place of ivi'ldenee ot 
each family living in the town when it wat) incoriHinited. (\>iu<id' 
erahle pains have been taken to nuike this statement correct. 

Amos Kimhallf lived where Samuel Hale nt)W liven. 

Kphraim Kimball live<l where the Storeys ik>w live. 

Sanniel Pierce and WilUaun Stewanl lived where Capt. James 
(N»wdin and Jacob Tollman now live, 

Soh)mon Stewanlf lived where there is a cellar hole, and a 
bam lately sto^nl, on the fann now owninl l>v i). H. Fox. 

Phinehas Steward li\ed where the ** lNM>r House" now stands. 

Il4»bfrt (^?) Wares Hvnl where JoM'j-h Katlles now lives, 

Samuel PtK»le lived wheix* Charles Hcckwith now live^. 

•lamos P<M)le li\etl where Jtiseph Kanisworth now lives, 

Kendall l^»utelle lived >Oiere (*apt. A. Boutelle ih>w hve^. 

Fnincis Fullam livetl where Jacob FuIIam now lives. 

Siliis Snow lived where William Howne now lives. 

Xehemiah Fuller hved where Thinua"* IJ. (uMHlhue now lives. 

Kj'hraim OsImutic Uv^mI where Jos<*ph l)ownc, ¥^t[, now li\es. 

He/A.*kiali Ibnljj^kins liiiMl where Heniamin Whitney now lives. 

James Leach (LitchV) h\ed where P. Williams M'^j. now lives. 

Aliraliam Smith li\etl where Daniel Works now lives. 



*To flir linrf •rrount of Ftd-ht'iirfc In an oM fslttlun of M"f«»'« OanptUrr. •coir unWfin«n |Mr«nn 
liM Bliliroilml m nmnusr'ipt not % Ktitinii Ihul Ihr |>«>piit ition <if tlw town. In IT'/i, wm *2^tJ W Lai 
«lr|C rr «if cr« IK llii« •f4(*>iiMMif 1* rittit nl !«•. I kuun n«it. 

tn# w«« • ni«n (if ti^hUn l«lt(il r< {•ulatioti. nnJ * t* alttii^a hi/hir r«tr>«>ntnl !•« hi« ft llnw rititt«n«. 
Ilr i]tr<l In KTI. •( tlt«> n/r of oT N<'ii« »( hi* >l« •frutlufiU iit>« rrnt4iii in th« '•••n <ir«>r]Cr Ktnii«ll 
K«>|r nf 1 uiirni'U'^. «b«> tiui t tlir h« u«r «hrir Jn««>(i ( ^, Iwrll tH»« rr«l4i**, vt* » liiuChcr i-f AlD'i*. 

tMartI**. m\U i>f "*< l««iiio» S'f«*rtl. iU*l in 17T7. Sti«> w«« t>urir.t Id th* lf>wrr ffmvr «anl at Lna* 
•oWif . Uvr (r«?* •lonv tlr< U'r* tbal " Mi« W a* a ^ artu* W if« a KioJ N«ti;likM>ur ft a T*n Iff |*Mvn4. 

>toiinir«ll Oiil.lf»n llr«r I iMy 
a« ^<>u a'p No« N> Onrr W'a* I 
a» 1 aui \<>« N> \im Mu>t br 
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Charles Willanl lived where Adin IL Ilammoud now Uvea. 

Edward Scott lived where Joseph T, Scott now Uvea. 

E)>ene2er Bridge lived where Dea. Jacob Ja<|uith ik)w lives. 

Ezra Whitnej lived where Daniel Lowe now loves. 

lieuben Gibsoji lived where Arruigton Gibson now lives. 

Isaac Gibson* lived where Widow P. Gibson now lives. 

William- Chadwick live<l near to> and a little north of where 
John Hapgood now lives. 

Nich. Danforth lived in the ])a^ture nearly opposite I. Putnam's. 

Isaiah Witt lived where Isaiah Putnam now lives. 

Thomas Gerry lived where Joseph Fairbanks now lives. 

Joseph S{)afford lived in Uie log hotise where John Battles, Jr., 
iiow lives. 

Kphraim Whitney live<l where t^tephen Tjowe now lives. 

John White live<l where William Wyman now lives. 

Timothy Bancroft lived where Joseph Marshall now lives. 

Thomas Damary lived where there is a tan yard, near to Na- 
than Battles'. 

JesK* French livtMl where Jacob II. Merriara now livt»s. 

Tliomas I)uttfMi livtil where ('apt. Benjiimin Wheeler now lives. 

William lltMidcr-^ont lived where Abel F. AdauH now live.'*. 

Samuel Hunt lived where Janu»s L, Ilavmn now lives. 

Tinjothy Parker live<l in the «/*trn*'m house, fonuerly I). Page's. 

Jonutlian W<mm1 lived ^\here John YounJnvi* now lives, 

I>avid (f<K»dritlgi* lived where William Henrw now li\es. 

Jonathan ll<»lt live<l opjM)site the housi* of Avery Slockwell. 



hi* taotble'oti I'mrl Hill loutt«l • \w%\'* ruh. wlilrli Ih< linnir.|la»*'I> •ti<r<l m lil* k-£llliitftfl> priar. 
lll« lliotllfr (if ttif cub ruifi* to thr Ir^M^U** of lirf off*i>rin^ <.llM«»a ir(l««lnl, tttt'l Um ImaT 
AlUrkril htm In fti«* irqr. to the m«iMft^t drtrini nt nf |ji« pvitl ili">n<i. 1hl« lltMlly r«>«p»ra«| 
lilm fo |k#Y 111* un'«r:<<>uip ant«fftMiiot. ai)4 Wfy < hi^r^l lu • in.trf tUiu (nftrtMil Mtibrir* 4iil«t«^ 
Uiii;r thr iimrv .ki ful ntr* l«r t>f tli" !•«>>, *■ ihrrw ' lirolii, •iit| ||,«« v%tim to tli« c'ouihI IcifHllvf. 
M itlKiut nitii«|Ul liMt^ tb«- litiir |ii»tii ti-au kini l>«4»t n< w t« .k«| ii««r « ki*Ii *'\\¥>t t<> a rua*M#/«l><« 
tJl«f«tir« ijowii thr lilli, r««Hiiiic •Kn.l'j )ii«iM« h\ tbc m%\. \\\wu lUr« t^SflwHl til* l«tto^| 
bolb ««!• wiilhic to rp lii<|iii>b tlir i unt* «t witliout «i«« furthrr rB|»>rtrnc • of carli vtWr • pivw 
It «M * «Jrawui.*tur the Uar \F»u\if btr cub, aittl i«r«i>u bU |««btAl<a 44«. 

t|ff> «•« « im'ti fiaj^ liubmaii ai*-! «*nt to ('i>'n»Ki« mm ii aflrr tli# (i>< «»rp'*r»0('n << t^ltrlibttrg. 
In About tnt >t«r« h«- rrturovU in |iutrit^ m*(I Ii«im|»«<1 |ii<l»tuts aoU Luumburs l« • U«^iM4 
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Samuel Ilodgkins lived a little to the south of the old city store. 
tSaiuuel Walker lived where i\ Maniluill now lives. 
Phiuehas Goo<lell live4l in the Houtli*westerly part of the town. 
Uis place of renidence in not exactly known. 

The al>ove nieutionoil individuals an<l their (amilies, composed 
the ])Opulation of Ktchbur;:;. Their dwellings hi almfjst every 
instance, were fiir a})art — here and there a house, 8cattt»re<l over 
a large territory. A single dwellhig house stood m the ^^ Old 
City," and ui the village, where the )K>pulation is now so thickly 
clustered together, not a single house was erected. The wuids 
which swept do^n the valley of the Nsishua, sighod through the 
pines which here formed a dense forest. 

Within the first few years after the incorporation of the towi, 
several new famiUos selected it as their place of residence. It 
would be tedious to enumerate all these new comers ; l>ut there 
is one who, by the influence which he exerted over the aflfairs 
of the town hi iti infancy, by tho charuatL»r whicli he hclj)ei t) 
give it, and by the high estimation in which he seems to havo 
been held, merits a more ])articular notice. 

Thomas Cowdin, Esq. moved int4> Fitcliburg in the July fol* 
lowhig its uicor)H)niti<»n. lie a]tpears to have been one of those 
I>erw>ns who, without the advantages of birth, education or for- 
tune, unaideil by the influence of ]-4itronage or favor, but relying 
solely u]Km the energies of a sound intellect and active mind, 
freijueutly elevate theiuselvc}* to a rank above their neighbors. 

lie was l>om iu St4)w, in 17-0, and went ju? an apprentice 
to tlie blacksmitir^ trade, to Marlborou;rh, where he served liis 
timi*. lie then remc»ved t^* Worcester, and commenced liis busi- 
nes.*4 on the main street. He belongdl to a company of cavalry 
hi that Uiwn. Se\eral years previous to the oM French War — 
as it L* calle<l — but ut a time whrn the Imliaus vere exceed- 
nigly troiiblcsouKs 1m* was pressed into the service, and marched 
up to (*liarl4*>t4»>%u No. 4, un«h*r the comiuand *A' one Cajtain 
St«*veu«». lleiv it w;l^ his fortune to encounter *»'»nie dangers. 
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au<l iimke Home luiir-hroadth escapes froiu the Bava'^es. lie wttrf, 
on one occa^jioii, selected to convey aome despatches from that 
]>hice to Fort Dumnier. He huckled them hi his kna])6ack, and* 
accom))anied hy two other soldiers, commenced his daugeroiu 
journey. They had not proceeded many miles when, on coming 
to the hrow of a rather al)ru]>t precipice, they looked down and 
heheld a very interesting gix)up of savages. Tlie latter perceived 
(.'owdin and his associates at the same instant, and sounded the 
war-whoop in pui'suit. As they were ohliged to make some little 
circuit before they could climb the precipice, the wliitcs improved 
the op|K)rtunity to get the start. Kach of the three wisely took 
a different direction. (Vmdin showed tlic red men a light pair 
of heels, and esca]>ed by dint of running. Owe of his comrades 
took a '* bee line " for Charlestown, where ho arriveil in safety, 
and gave the infoniuition that Cowdin and his despatches were 
probably taken. The third, being slow of foi>t, fimUng it impot^ 
sible to escape his pursuers by rumiing, crawled into some higli 
grass before they came in sight, and thus esca|H.«d umioticed. 
Cowdin bent his course for Ashuelot, (now Keene) where he 
arrived Ainhanued. Fi-om thence a company of soldiers waa sent 
with him to Fort Dunnner, where he delivered his desjiatches. 

On his return to Charlestown, he met com])auies which Iiad 
been sent in pursuit of him ; and (»ther desjtsitches of the same 
tenor had been sent forward to Fort Dummer, u{)on the pre* 
suni]>tion that he had been taken and slsiin. 

While he wa^ at (/harlrsti»wtu he was one of a detachment 
of thirty m.»n wliicli wiis sent out t4) scour the w<kh1s of tlie 
neighborh'iod, to st»e if any Indiiu^ were lurking in timt ipuirter. 
In this detaehnuMit mus aUo tin* fani<»us ('humbcrlain, who dis- 
tinguished hiiuM'If ill that nii»>t blo^nly battle >iith the Indians, 
known as Ii(>\eirs figlit, l>y killin;: \aitli his own IuukU the In<Uan 
chief, Paugus. 

t'lianiVTlain bad a dog >iitli bim, wlueli had lieen nurtun^l in 
Indian wur^. lie roidd **>«t'nt** an Indian as far as a c<»mui«iii 



ilo;: eoiiM a |H»lo-oat. In i\\U raniM<* tlic «lniT camo mjofilily in 
to his master. (ImmlKTlain lookoil in his facr hihI roatl hi?< 
intflli;xenco. ** Ptoj)," wiys ho, ** my dtv^ .^ays the rc<l slcin5 
arc near.*' Thev halto<l, ami in a moment thi'V heani the i^»nnd 
of an arrnw whiazin;? hv their hea<ls. Thev hnik ahout, and 
rhanilierlain scnm (lif*e(»vei's the hirkln;: foe. lie fired, an<l in a 
moment the Indians in lar^e innnhers, rose aromid them an<l 
firtnl. Tlie whites ehar<red uiM>n them, and they fl<*d, Th<» seour- 
inp party potumcil to the fort, having a few of their numher 
wounded. 

(\»wdin, in the eajmeity of ser^reant, wa*? at the sie;re and 
eajiture of l/0uishur«^, and faeed the (Miemy in the hottest of 
the fight, when the place was attiiekrtl in 174")» 

When the war hroke out hctween Enghuul antl France, in 
17»V>, Cowdin enlisttMl as ensign; and in that y<*ar lie was en- 
gaged in the expe*lition against Nova Scotia. He served seven 
years during this war, and rose to tlie ]>ost of ca]>tain. Two 
of these years he wais employed in this state, for the douhle 
purjiosc of forwarding invalids, when they had suflRci<'ntly rt»eov- 
cretl to join tlie army, and for arresting deserters. 

While (»ngago<l in this latter capacity, an incident <K*curred 
wliieh serves very well to illustnitc hi*< det4'nnin.»d ]i'rs<»venuice. 
He had intimation of a certiiin dcs<*rtcr, who was making his 
way towanls the state of New York. He started in jmrsnit of 
the fugitive, and finally hum»w<»(l him- — so to sjK»ak — one Sun- 
day rooming, in a Dutch meetingJiouM'. It was during divuic 
S4»rvice ; hut Cowdin rushed in and scizc<l u]M»n him. A scufflo 
ensuetl, much to the amazement of the sedate eougregatii»n. The 
fclhiw attempted to kill his captor, hut ('t»wdin succeeded in 
ovcqK»wering ami Imiding him. He then hrought his prisoner 
fnun New York to I^ist^ni, for the ]»ur|M»se of putting him into 
the ciu*th* ; hut on hi."* arrival tlu'n*, it was ascertaine<l that 
the xJdier luul last <le>i*rt4'il fpnu ('ro>\n Point, and ih^'re- 
foiv <'o>\diji wa- « n!<ud tn t«ii\rs liUti t»» the latter j hue. 
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Tliis jounijy through the wihlcmci^ he accom^Jiihcd aloiie wiUi 
lua prisoner, who very well knew tliat death wt»ultl lie lu» jMJr- 
tion when deUvercd over to tlic iiroi)er tribiuud. At Crown Point 
the prisoner was recognized as a man who liad eiJistcd and 
deserted, hi 'a short space, no !ow8 tiian thirteen times. lie 
was conveyed to Montreal, and shot. 

Such circumsUinceif a^^ tiiesc serve l>etter, i)erhai)S, tlian other 
means, to set forth hi iu tnic light, tlie character of one of 
the early j/ioneerd, who, from the period when he made this 
town his residence, to his deatli ui 17U2, took tlie lead m its 
public aSiirs. 

When Cowdin came into tliis town, he |jnrchaseil tlie tavern 
stand of Samuel Hunt, who thercujK»n reinoveil to Worcester. 
Cowdin continucil to kivj> a jjuhlic house here (J, I>- Ilanies') 
for alH>ut ten years*, wlieii he renu)ved to tlie lloutelle luniso, «> 
called, in tlie Old City, which has lately been tikeik down. 

lie owned a «gvat j)ortion of the land int^ludi'd l»etweon the 
two roads leading to LiUKMilnirg and* BakerV bnK>k. lie al*» 
owned a tract on the westerly side of tlie road leadiiig from his 
then dwellin;; house t*» Kinibuirs mills in the iJld Citv. The first 
meeting -hoiw^ built in Fitchburg, was placeil on laiwl given by 
him, and which was then called liL^ ^hi*tit field. This mii*ting- 
Louse was nearly on the sj^ot mw co\en*il by tlie brick selioiJ-hoiuk*. 

I have idready mentioned tlie coiMlition (»f the village at that 
peri^Ml. It \>;t*4 coveivd by a for(*>t. Afl<'r leaving Jt^sso Frencirs 
hoikH* and KuuballV mills, thvre wiu< n<»t a single dviellhig h&Hts** 
befoiv arri\iug at IxMcirs, >^li(»re !*. Williams, K-«nr., now live?*. 
The piteh j iiir ivvi"* alfonh'd an exeelleiit slu'lt4T for deer, |«fcr- 
tri«l;ri> and uild turkrv^. Ihivid niMUoll*"'-^ *• nm^t<T firld '* wa* 
cn\fml niili a bfauUrul ;:n«\\tli <«f wliit** | in«* tiuiUT, vhi*li 
w.u^ lint cut tliivMi lill 17T.">, \vli. II Tliouwis Cowdlii built a lar^e 
a Idition to tin* Utfutrlir bnu^*, ,uhI i«j»iu**d it a** a pu)»lic h<Mi-<\ 

A Judge (llivor, of Sal»ui, i^wnrd a nuigt» i>f l»ts, o»iumeiienig 
on (*ow<liii''* land, n<*ar tin* Fo\ hou****, so eall<»d, and thence 
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extending on the river to where PhUlip» iHxxtk luiited with the 
Nashua. This tract embraced tlio whole of the village and 
Crocken»ville. He also owned a tract a uulo Hf^narc on Dean hill, 
•o called, in the westerly jiart of the town. Judge Oliver or Id* 
heirs sold both of these tracts to one Elias Haskell, who camo 
into tliis town, and built the house now owned by C(4)t Dean. 

Tills Haskell, by selling lots and loaning his money, was reputeil 
to bo very rich; but he was doomed to experience a reverse of 
fortune. He was compelled to receive his pay in tlie pernicious 
paper currency of the times, wliich depreciated so ni])idly tliat it 
soon came to l>e but little better tlian so much brown ]>aper. Ho 
afterwards purchased a small sandy farm in the nortli-easterly 
part of Ijancaster, where ho lived some years, and died in {loverty. 

Col. William Brown and Buniet Brown, the one belonguig to 
Halem, tlio otiier to tlie soutli, oii\iied a large tract of land in the 
region of where Levi Farwell now resides. In the westerly 
part of the town they owned another tract, a part of which 
is now included in tlie Hilton and Slieldon farms. Another 
tract was owned by them in tlie northerly part of the town. 

In tlie south-westerly part, several hundreil acres were given 
to tlie committee apiKjinti'd by the General Court to allot the 
origuud pn>priett>rsliij s. This committ<*e, .it will Ikj recollected, 
consisted of William Taylor, Samuel Tliaxtcr, Fnuicis Fidlam, 
John Shipley, and Benjamin Whittemt>re. The laiMl owned by 
Col. Timothy Fitch, was in the soutlierly jiart of the town. 

On the oth day of March, 1T<)4, tlie first meeting which 
the town ever held in its coqK>rate capacity, wsis calkuK ac- 
eonihig to Uie act of iiK*or]M»rati4m, by virtue of a warrant 
iasue<l by Edwiinl Hartwell, K^<p, <»f Ijiineuburg, <lirecte<l to 
Aniiis KiinbalK one of the (\«wtablcs of Fitchbiirg. It wan 
h-M in the tavern of Caj^t. Samuel Hunt, AniH Kimball wjis 
^jw m.Hlenitor nf this mi»i*tin;r. and Kpliniini Whitney was eh<»»*eii 
t»wii riork. Aiuns Kimball, Daviil (••wwlri<l;:e, Sainuol Hunt. 
K •'e.-.rm Wli'ni'\, n I Km'' :i <i'"»u. \m'Vv «-'i w.»i «k -IimMimmi. 
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In September fullowiu^, at a town meeting, it was votetl that 
" two miles on the westerly line of said town, beginning at 
the north-west comer, and half a mile on the easterly line, 
beginning at the north-east comer, on Townsend line, then mn- 
ning a straight line fn)m one of these distances to the other, 
be set off to Mr, John Fitch and others, in order for them 
to joui a part of Townsend and a part of Dorchester Canada, 
in order to make a Town, or Parish among themselves/' This 
was givuig away a large slice from the northern part of the 
town ; and the liberal conduct of the peo])le of Fitchburg is 
contrasted favorably with that of the people of Lunonbiirg, in 
the affair of the incorjKmition of this town. Notwithstanding the 
wilUngness of Fitchburg to gratify Mr. Fitch in this res|)cct, 
Ashby was not incoqiorated till three years afterwank, viz : 
in 1<(h. 

In October, 17*>4, a committee wa»s chosen on the |»art of this 
town, to confer with those of Lunenburg, (iroton, luid other t<iwns, 
for petiticming the (Jreat and (leneral Court for a new ctMUity ti> be 
formed of several towns in the counties of MiddU*sex and Worces- 
ter. Several attempt* had been made, in years previous, to atta'm 
this object, but they were always unsuccessful. The attempt now 
made share<l the fate of the t>thers. At this peril mI, though the 
amount of business which the peojile of Fitchburg liad to transact 
at the shire town was but little, conij»anMl laith it nt)w, they felt 
great uiconvenience in being conipi'llrd to travel the distance of 
twentv-five miles to have a deed recorded, or to transact any 
other county business. 

Until this time tliere bad been no burvin«r yard in the prt'cincta 
of Fitchburg. The dead were cjirried the di««tance of nearly seven 
miles to Ijuienburg. The first ** grave yanl •' in Fitchbiirg waa 
purel»L««Ml near to their meeting-house, on the hill a Httle in the 
n»ar of the brick s<*hool-h(Mme, in the Old i'itv. But few ImmHcs 
were ever dejio-^ited h«*re, in eon«MM|uenee of ledges of nK*k and 
other oli«.truetioiis in the s(»il. in 17<*Hi Pea. Am<ts Kimball, in 



nit5ToIlT OF FiTt'HIil'Ra, (i7 

cottoidcratian cif the lovt* and irsj)Oct which he In^re t4> the people 
of Fitchlmrg, ^jhvo to them one acre of lan<l, on the twmtherly Hide 
of tlie rirer hetween the hri<l«re ond h'w hoitse. Tlie 1m1ic»s biirie*! 
in the first hwryin^-place were exhunM?<l, and re-hiterred in the 
new yanl. 

In Noveniher the town voted to have six weeks preaching, and 
directed tlieir coniraittee to aj)ply to llov. Peter Whitney, who 
accordingly came and preache<l in the tavern of Thomas Cowdin* 
The j)eopIe of those day!» were leA« stTup!ilo\irt hi re^pird to tlio 
place where Uiey met for j»uhHc worshijs than we, of tlu» 19th ccn- 
tury are : a tavern then was no hotter than a tavern now, hut thty 
]in»hahly thought that their Maker regarded] more the feeUugs 
witli which Iiiit creatures oflfered u]> their jietitions and adorationd 
than the place in which they asnemhleil for this purjH^se. 

At tlie name meeting in Novumlwr Uiey vote<l to proceed to 
build a meeting-houHe. Tlieir manner of pnK*eeding in this affair 
wa8 ipiito different fnmi Uiat wniully pursued now; for the town 
deti^nmned t*) find tlie ** HUiflT/' aiwl then employ ))eople to work 
on the liouHc, and finish a |)art at a time. Their first step wad 
to get tlie frame raisi'd and coveretl witli rough l>oanls : afterwards 
tlie lower fliH)r was laid, tlien the outride was •'finislied;" a place 
was nuwle ** f(»r tlie minister to j»reacli in," tlie pew ground waft 
*' digiufie<l/* and the \\\>\\m* was •* seated.*' 'Hien g^illeries, and 
tttairs leadhig to tlio same, were to he made, tJic 1i«uls(* w:is '^glajtwed** 
and finally ** coloured." TIh» U^vnx employiMl different ))ersons to 
|.orfomi these johs, which were not dl ooniplettMl till the lajwe of 
84»veral years. The town was thinly j)eopled, and nwrtiey was hy 
no means plenty. The sum «»f *>0/. ( "^ItMLtH),) was vottnl to liegin 
tlie house, which, huilt piece-nieal, and witli such sletuler meaiLS,. 
would imike hut a s irry ap|)eaninee hi C'»m|mris<»n with iHtr modern 
temples, llie |»ooj»le were ohliged to act with rigid economy. 
Fortunes were lyit made in a day, and the expeiL^cs of maintaining 
Uie mhiister, and keepuig tlie high-ways in rejiair, Inire heavily 
U|jon a ]iopulation whoen* iiK'ouu* wan very limitetl. They thoug|it 
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it best to build no more at a timo tlian tliej could jiay for, 
and to Lumbk themselvcd a little, as they arranged tlicuuelvcs 
on tem|)orary seats around their preacher— and so proceed with 
the work of building as their means allowed. Such a course was 
preferable to that which is sometimes adopted in those latter 
days — of erecting a splendid edifice at once, contracting a largo 
debt to pay for it, and then to be able barely to i>ay, year after 
year, the interest, and pcrhai)S a small portion of the principaL 

Although the i)C(>j)le of Fitchburg thus early manifested a prc)i>cr 
spirit in supi^orting the public institutions of religion, and doing 
other things for the pros])erity of the town, it must bo acknowl- 
edged that they did not exhibit that zeal in the cause of educa* 
tion which its importance demanded, and which might be reason* 
ably expected from them. During tlie first year of its incoqioration, 
it docs not appear that there was any school in tlic town. In 
17<»o, it was voted that two schools should be kejit in the town 
diunng the ensuing winter, and the sum of three jxiunds (if 10) 
was ai>i>n)i»riatc<l to this jmrpose. Mr. John Fitch and I>ea. 
Kendall Boutelle, who lived in the northern and j^outheni extrotui- 
ties of the town, were exemj)ted m>m any jK)rti<m of- tliis tax, 
and had permission to establish schools among thonMolves. How 
much l)cnefit to the town was derived from two scIkmJs, each 
drawing from the treasury the i-altry sum of five dollars fi»r the 
pay of the teaclier and all incid^Mitul exj»i«nsi»s, I cannot pretond 
to say. Incidental c\].onsos, however, were but trifling. Thero 
were no school-housos in the town ; but the dweirui;:-housos of 
individuals, who had vacant nN>iiH that would answer for this 
purpose, were freely offered for the public go*Hl, A sclmol wad 
**kept" for sonio time in Wni. (/hu^lwick's ** corii»b:im.** The 
** UKister '* btiardinl in the scvt-nil funiilics of the district, which 
lK)re the burthen or honor of his presence, for a stated num^T 
of weeks, in n»tation The people aKo fumi^lu'd fuel piiliiitously; 
und it is ].robul»le that the tenrher reeei\ed neiurly the whole 
amount of the niMiirv nuM-d bv tlu' t mn. 
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In the succeeiling year a mon* magnanimous disjosition waa 
nmnifestod, llio sura of W. (^J?2»>Ji»I> was voted for tho supnort 
of the schools — and tliis was the standing sum a])]>roi)riated for 
the puqiose for a consiflerahlo number of years. During tho 
same time tliey were ]*aying to tlteir minister annually the sum 
of >»200, t)r ><::oO (in addition to his :W conk of iiood) — eight 
times tlie amount which they foid for tho educati<m of tlieir 
chililren. At the jiro^ciii time, the amount of money {oiid by 
the |)Oopie for instniction, is just al>out e(|ual to Uiat ]>aid to 
all the ministera in tlie town. It is but just to add that, previous 
to tho iuctir] Miration of Fitchburg, Lunenburg appropriati^l a hand* 
some sum to puqwiscs of education.* 

There were some i^eculiarities exhibited in the conduct of tho 
fathers of this town, which savored strongly of their puritan 
origin. Tliey were not so tolerant in all their notions as their 
chiblren have become, and according to their sense of propriety 
and duty they maintained a strict watch over all things ))ertaiuing 
to tlie moral and sj iritiml welfare of tho ffnxl people of the to^n. 
In these days of m<Klem degeneracy, their intpiisitorial proceedings 
would have excited no small degree of indignation, and their pry* 
ing committees would have mtH with many a severe rebuflf. 

Soon after the settlement of Rev. Mr. Payson, a committee was 
chosen to see that all the inhabitants duly and constantly attended 
meeting on the Salibath, and to re))ort tlie names of those who 
were^delin<|uent. Tho. latter were inentably fine<l. 

A Mr. Abel Baldiain, who lived on the farm where Mot^es Hale 
now lives, once came within the numl)or of tho unfortunate delin* 
quenU. He was conso(|uently fine<L He made hkt a]>iiearanco 
before Thomas (. owdin, K«|r., who was then living in what is now 



•B«fbrv rilrbborf «m m% off. two or tootw irh<)A).hAQ«M h»A t«vo ballt In tbr prrrlnrU of Laiiri»> 
bvrv. aod the |«op*r nf whAl w«* aft#ffw«i«U Mubburg |niIJ tb^ pmpfirima «if tb« Uz Inr tb# •up^ 
|Mrt of trbooU It troaM Iw ln}u»tk« U> man? prrvuDi not lo mvulM d llir txirtWrn* «htrb tbr; 
%m4« io Ibrlr ta4lfiilual r«|Mrit) . |hr tbr rdurAtcio of tbcir cliit Irvn M»aj private ttt »ub«(ii|ilit>a 
•rbcwl* «Ffv o^nnl - mmu* «llb «ri7 r<Hii|w<rnt tcmcbrr*. Tt»r chlMivn rc>ccl««%t '«/'« f m,iH* uf th< Ir 
liwtruc Uuit la tbu «•« . TI»U li (|aitr » fisUutirin !!« Ibv ruujurl of tbr Iowd ki 11* < ttrpormU 
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called the Old City, aiid i>ai(l hiH iiuo ; but he did ho with <ividont 
reluctance, and an unwilling mind. He looked aliout Un aiMl 
Rcemed t<> think that the place, ii» w<ill ad tlie ))eo])]e, wa» entitled 
tt) a rfiare of the hlanie, for m rigid a restriction upon \m liberty* 
He expressed hin opinion tliat the place would iK)t proA|)ery and that 
a curse would follow it. He according v ir&yo to it the name of 
S^fdom — and it ii* called So<h>m unto thin ilav.* 

At thin pcri^nl of our hij^tory, when there wan a jjaucity of 
Bubjects to engage public uttei>tion, inany trivial fircoDMiaiicefS 
which now would excite no interest lK*yoiMl tin? sjJiere of tho 
hidivi<luals inuix^diately interested, gradually worke«l tlieindelve;^ 
into affairs of imblic ini^MtrtJiiK'e, and came uiMler the C4>gnizance 
of the town. TIh? minister, the uieeting-hoiuse, the fiews, and even 
die i)etty differences between man and man, fre4|uently proflente^l 
tpiestions which were dccidtMl by the town. 

To show the viei^s and understanding of the j)et)ple theti, tlicir 
dis|)osition to assume a general interest and oversight over each 
other's affairs, I will mention several circumstances, as they appear 
on the towii Keconl"*. 

•Phineluis Steward and pAlwanl Scott resi)ectively laid claim to 
a certain pew in the'mc<-ting-hoiise. This im|K)rtiint affair coming 
before the town, it wa^ ** Votrd mitl agnvd u|)On by tlie two 
jiartie.i nu acrount of (be Vvw in c<»ntest, and by Hunehas Stowanl, 
which Pew Kdwunl Scott claims is given up by S4iid Stewanl 
to said Scott, u|.on roudition that Kiid Scott )»ays '{0 shillings, 
and pavs als** \s\vM moufv ibc Town's conunittee dignifitHl the 
IVw ground at U» said Stt-ward, — ami furtbemiore, Inith ikarties, 
tSat is, said Kdwanl Sc<»tt and Siiid Phiucbas Steward, each of 
them a^cfd an<l actually ^!'^M•d tlif Town's \oU\ both of thera 
U"ver to nmk»' anv mon* unc:isiiu*ss furtbrr al»out said Pew, if 



*lt» wm« ft rarprtitrr •n>l futt^r !•> ir^>Ir ait.l wlilml • frr« n^p rUbk mftn Wlnf * a»f (M— 
ft rttftt •irif lo th<i«» d«;»- l»» >li-l D«>t rlM«Mr ti> iMttir ill tli" «fiphip uf th««r cf ft illflMwl far* 
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tho money Ik? |mi<l l»y j^jihI Scott in one week from tin?* day, 
»M}inK Uh* 2:M doy of May, IT^IH. 

.,. ;. El»\\AHT> SroTT. 
5*^W''/) PlIINKIIAS .S^KWARn. 

It a|>|)(*ani that ono Eliphalot Maco, then Uvin;;^ wIhto Jot'oH 
H. Merriam no\i livos, in /ivin;^ in Ii'h in\oico to the aawes- 
i«>re, was actuated hy a «lis|xviition ^hich ha^ iH)t l>econic en- 
tirely ol>«olete in the ttiwn at tho prosi^nt day. He quietly kept 
hack flome few artich^A of hin property— not wishin*r to appear 
t4¥> vain^IorioiU) ahoiit his \vo(l<Ily i oA.^esrtions. Tlie town t4K>k 
cognisance of tlie matter^ and 5oon came to the condition tliat, 
though the said Mace might be \H\or in sjnrit, he wa.^ not !M) 
very pcwr in earthly pM)dK. lliey aeeonlingly voted that ho 
ahoiild be fined forty rfiillingS' for «rivhi;» in a falf^e invoice. Pome 
time aflerwanl) the an;:er of the town wa5 c<»nsiderahly abated, 
and the fine of Mace Wtis abated in projxirtion. It wa8 voted 
that twenty-eight nhillingH of it ]>v tleducte<l — so the unfortimate 
man wa^ fincil only twelve shillhig^ for hid luitimely modesty. 

In a fow year* after the incoqioration of the town, several 
roadd were o|KMied, and a eon.<(iderable Kum was exfiended n|Km 
bridged. The nmd from South Kitchburg (leadin;: over tlie arched 
bridge, and 90 by the dwelling-hous<» of Alonrx) P. (loiKlridge, 
to the Old (^ity) was o|)ened in IT**.*), The road from Pearl 
Hill by Uie dwelling-lu>us<»s of Isaiah Putnam and Amofl Wheeler, 
till it comes into the old nmil to Limenburg, was accepteil in 
17<>*>. It is worth V of remark that in these, and in many 
other instances, the land which was needed for the n>ads, was 
given by the owners thereof. Tliey asked for no jury to dt*- 
ci<le u|i«m the amount <if damage which they sustaineil by these 
improvements. In the spring of 1770, the t^iwn found it nec- 
essarv ti» n*t>ui]d the brid;res carried awav bv the ** late freshet/' 
Kut they ilid not relmibl them Stifficiently high fr«>m the w.iter, 
for in 1771, the n*c.»nls s;iv that it votetl "to rebuild tho 
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bridges carried away and damivfied by the floods." The town 
also very magtiummously 'S'oted td jay fbr the mm expended 
at the bridges." 

The gotd jHJoplo of Fitchbtitg being vexed by the intrusion 
of " cattel " belonging to persons liaving no " interest " in tlio 
town, they promptly forbade tlie entrance of all such "cattel/* 
and proceeded to build a "jouiul with logs*" It was enjoined 
^ that every person in town come and work at said ]:ouiul, or 
j.ay his proportion." It was a common practice for them, how- 
ever, to vote that their own " Hoaggs Go at Large lawfuly 
Yokt and Ringd," — as the erutCtc Town Clerk has rcc<)rde<l it. 

It is well known that, at this period, the disj.utes ainl diffi- 
culties between Great Britain and her Colonies were fast a{H 
l>roaching a crias. Soon after the Fivnch power in CunacU 
had been crushed in IT')!*, the Britisli Ministry lK»gan to turn 
tlieir tliouglits towards raising a revenue in America. Their 
first step in tliis procet*d*uig was to direct tiie collecti>r for Uie 
port of Boston to ai)j»ly to the civil authority for ** Writ^ of 
AhhUUiwv^^ to command the aid of all slieriUs and cou^tables 
in breaking (»j5en houses, stores, shijs, ami juekages of all s»>rts, 
to search fi>r articles j)rolubited by the "^ Artn f»f Trad*^*^ — a 
serif's of actH which had l>een jassed to favor tlie West India 
merchants, and which had nearly aiuiihilated tlie commerce of the 
ColiHiies. These acU hiul l>cen mostly evailed by non-iui{ort;iti(iu 
and smuggling. 

The legality (►f die **^Writ*" was doubted, and tlie <|uestion 
came Ivfore tlie Su;»erior Court, for iloeUinu, hi February, lTt»l. 
By the |w»\\e.*ful a-^-M^tiuu*.' of Jaiu.M (His tin* Writ-* were defeated. 
His ma-^terly s.j tn^eb on tbL* tHrex^nu fir^t awakiMted tlie Cnloiusts 
to iIm rral «la»i«'t'r 4»t' tbc tbriateui'd eonr-.* of ib«» miiii^trv. TIk'V 
'•nx, ij. t'h* I irtiulr I iljlit ■►t* l*ailiaiu«ii» •►!' taviiig tlnMii tt> an 
I !,Mrii'i 'J »'\\ ' \K t'n* ^.Tni «»| tviMiii. ulii.b \%muM dr**tn»v their 
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its foKlrf. Tliov knew' that their charter pwe them tlic ridit to 
tax theiiiseUi's, and that every exerci»*e of thi*^ ri;:ht on tlio juirt 
of the |iarliament wa.s an infrinxi'"ient ujK>n their chartered I'riv- 
ile;rej4. Tl»ev wore not actuated hv the j<<»nlid hw of inoueVf 
hut )*v the noMcr love of UU'rtv. Tlicv had freclv lourc^d forlli 
their treasure aud their WckmI in the jrecidin^ wan<, ami now 
they claimed t!je privile^f of tiixi^ij; thcinsi'lvos. They e^Hitemled 
that ^* Taxation and Ke^'re^entation were inseparable;** while Par- 
liament claimed the ri^ht to '^ hhid the (*oloiui*s iu all cases 
wlmtevcr." ThL* wa^ the point on which the du-ipute turned. 

In tlie years 17<>*.>, 4 and ">, the commerce <»f the Cohmies 
was nearly at a standi, in conseiiuenee of the ** Sugar Act,'* 
and the *' Stjunp Act." Tlieir oj-eration was tlefeated hy non* 
importation and Hmu;r|:lin^. To the great joy <){ tlio ColonisU, 
the Stamp Act was repealed in ITOO, and the imjKirtatiun of 
go«Kls was ;jrreater than ever. A cloud \\as j«K>n thrown over 
the pnjsperity wluch e\ cry where l>cgan to be vi^ublc. The '* Rev- 
enue Act" was ]asc^*d in \1M. Again the j)cople of Massa- 
chusetts took tlie lead in aa^erting the lif>ert)es of tl)e Colonics^ 
and they acted promptly and eft'ctually. 

Ky means of jL^sociation^, speeches, circulara and ]amphletSy 
Uje right* of the Colonic-, and the tlangers with which they 
wen* threatened, were fidly <lLjoiL-^<ed and laid before the people. 

In September, 1T<*'^, the Selectmen of Fitchburg received a 
letter from tlie Selectmen of I>oston, retpiesling them to call a 
town-meeting, mul then to take into coiisidenition the critical 
condition of goveniment affair^, and ti> eh«M^^v an ag.»iit to come 
to lIo^ti>n to express there tlie views, wLJies, and detenuinatioti 
of the j»eo| Ic of Titchburg t»n tliLs im|H>rtani subject. A town 
me»'li;ig wa^ aceonlin/Iy call -l, an<l tliis t')wn, in conjunction 
with LuiAcuburg. ch<» • Ht»n. Edward Ilartwell, of the ftjnner 
place, to be their agent. What hU iik4tn;eti .'is wer*, tlie recoi^U 
d«i not staU* ; but their Rul)SO«|Ucnt j rucic iings Icavi- i*^ duubt but 
that tluu early tlie ]e(»ple were resolved uj'on maintaining their 
riditH. % 

<k3 
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The firm resistance with which the i)roject3 of the British gov- 
cniment were rcceive^l, j^*?rved to stronirthen tlu» determination uf 
the Ministry to carry their jjoint, at all hazards. Troops were 
stationed in Boston to overawe the inhahitants. Acts of increa'^od 
severity were passed. The colonists saw that they must yield or 
mountain their rights at thtJ point of the hayonet. They did he,*- 
itate hetween the alteniafives. They did not prepare for the en- 
counter imder the impulse of the moment, hut calmly deliherated 
upon the j>ropriety of every mea.suiT. The pens of Otis, Adams, 
and their associates, were ever husy. The acts of the ;;ovemment 
were severely scrutinize<l, and the ri^iihts of th(» Colonics most ablv 
vindicatetl and maintained, l^it one sentiment pervadi'd the com- 
munity, and that was a fixed determination to preserve inviolate 
their freedom. 

The p.eople of Boston took the lead in these moxsures of ri'slst- 
ance, and were noblv seconded hv the inhahitants of the nth«*r 
towns. They sou;rht an expression of ojjinitm froiii every town on 
the all-en grossin;]^ siihjeet of dispute, in order that they mip:ht know 
what thev could relv iii on* if it sliould he n«'e!»^<^nrv t<» mcot the 
ohstniaev of (treat Britain with o]Mni reh.'Ui m. 

In Xovemher, 177-^ an«»ther h^tt^T wa-? received fr m t!ie town 
of Boston, ri»«ni(*stin;r the iuliaMtant^ of Fit •ll^ur;I i** pas'* such 
resolve*; eoTiceniiii;/ tln'ir n,:lit«* ;nid ]n\ih»;r'V'» as fn^e members of 
^►cietv, as t!u»v were willini' to <lio iu nuiiiitainin;: — and to Hond 
them, in the fonn of a n*|ort, to the rominittfe iif Corn'Sj ondenee 
in Boston. The town wa-« not nnnnndful of th'^* invitati'»n. A 
meetini: wa^ heM ot» tlu^tii-t dav of I^ium-mi^^t fnlj.iwin^. A eoi»v 
of the reeord'5 of thi-* ni « tin ' ^^iH e<.iiv«'v a ^'>' d idea of tlie 
view< and fo^linr-i «»r lh«' '!MM'«'taMt^ on t^*-*' iiir<»rt:int ^^l^j^•«•t<. 
Tlie nn'ord I- ;j, t* 1' ■ -^ : — 

•'At .: I, . d {. - » n •'.'!■ T: \* : « :i t\- !i •♦ d " -f 
l)"i' "a/' ■:*, IT I*-. : i <■•!•• to t .'• i »■» t ■. . . .' *, :'. !*''•• f 
Cwrn-^l "i» b-'M-r fr.»!M t^•' t-'wn <■!' I*'..* •, — !'.-• *I .♦ :. !...:• «•!» *. ► 
t»f Mr. I •:i.'i • <r.'. -n u, nr •! •:*.'.: r f-r tie* ;:•••. 'imu. :,t if 9,aI 
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incotin^. Tliedo Haiti lctU»n« won* rea<l before the towii— aud after 
the town had •leliherated thereon uith zeal and candor, luianl- 
nioitflv a;:rced to cli >o-»e a eonjmittee of .<even men, and chose 
Mr. Ii^JUic (Jib.^ui, ('apt. Ueuheu (lihson, Metwn*. Phinehai* Hart- 
well, KhenexiT WiH)d, KKenezrr l^-iil;:e, Kt'ndali Ktmtelhs and 
Solomon Stewanl, m* a committee Ut ctgisider uf our constitutional 
n;;ht* and i»rivile;;es in common \>ith other town** in this I^rovince, 
t<»<;ether with thr many flap*ant infrin;j:cments that have lK*cn nia^lo 
thereon, and in re| tirt at the adjounnnent ; — and then thiu meet- 
in;; wArf adjourned ti> the l.'ith of the ^(auK' month. At t}\.e ad- 
jounietl meetin;; tlie committee rejM)rted as follows : — 

^^ Having: with ;n*eat natisfiiction | eruseil tlie eii*cular lettcm from 
the commiltLM* of eorro:*;>«)ndeney for the Ti)Wn of Boston, wherein 
are so clearly held forth our riirhts an<l privileges ofi Englishmen 
and (*hristian^, and also a list of the nianv infrtn;ri*utenU Uiat have 
hcen made thorciui, which Icttcn* of corrvsj onihMice we highly ajn 
prove of ;uut unaniuiMisIy consent unto, aii<l resolve to stand fast 
in the lihertv iumI riJUi* i* herewith our (Jracious Soverei;ni Kinss 
ha\e niadr \\^ free hv an undeniahlc Charter and Decree from 
them, tlwir heir." and .•'ucces.'i<ir> f»rever; — And we are fully per- 
suaded that liheriy is a nio>t precious irift *>( Cio<l our (^rcator U» 
all mankind, and i> tif ^uch a nature that n(» person or community 
can justly ]hvi with it, and consi'Cjuently that no men, or number 
of m<*n, can havo a ri;zht t > cxerc'isL' iU*sp*otLsm or tyranny over 
their fellow creature*' ;— anil, to save us froni such extreme wretch- 
edness, we believe the \i^ilance luid combined cnileavors of thitf 
jK*.)i.le are necc.-^sary — antl we lH»]e Uinmgh tlie favor of Divine 
Prijvidencc, will be elLctual. And we think it our indispensable 
duty tLs men, V* Kn^li^hmi*n and rinistians, to make the most 
pulilic ileclanition in our jHiwer on tlic Mde of lilK»rty. We have 
indeiMl an ambition to Ik* known U* the worid an<l to posterity as 
fricnd'< iff liberty — and we d.'sire to iim' all pn»j er memis in our 
c tntnit'teti splu're to pntniuti* it, and w<» are necessitated to view 
tS<» cntMuio** of lib»»rty as en<Mutiw of «»ur lawful sovereign, Kinp; 
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George, and liis illustrious family ;— because tyranny and slavery 
are fundament;illy repugnant to the BritifU Constitution. But in 
<leclaring our i)resc.nt thoughts and resolutions, we are moved hy 
a principle of humanity and benevolence to the i)eoi»le of Great 
Britain, whose hapj-iness is so involved with ours that the oppressors 
and depredations endued ow us by tyrannical govenmient, must be 
essentially detrimental to them. We therefore earnestly Hup]>licate 
the Deity to preserve them from ])olitical lethargj', and so from 
the most shameful and miserable bondage. And we are fond 
of having our little obscure names associated with our Ameri- 
can bi'ethrcn as instruments in the hands of God, to save Britain 
from that complete destruction which is now meditiiting and visibly 
impending. We wish, therefore, our countrymen to join witli iw 
in prayhig for a spirit of reformation on the inhabitants U^th 
of England and America, because righteousness is the exalta- 
tion and dorv of anv societv. And we humblv hoie that bein^ 
80 late hi giving our sentiments upon affairs so deejly inter- 
esting to the American Colonies in general, and to this Prov- 
ince ui particular, will not be imputetl to our boiug unafTv'cted 
with the alanning and unconstitution«il encroachment^ that have 
])een made uj)on our civil rights and ]»riuleges, — ft»r we assure 
YOU we will not be wantin;^ at all tiuies acconlin;: to our small 
ability, in procuring and ])rouioting all la^\ful antl ivmstitntional 
measures jiropcr for the eontinuanee of all our rights and priv- 
ileges, Iw^th ci^il and religiou-^. And we tliink it our duty on 
this occasi(»n, in behalf of oursche.-^ and our dear comUrv, to 
express our unfeigiUMl gratitiule to tlie rcspeel;»Me (ientlemen 
of the Town of Bost<jn, for the liixht and e<)un-'»«'l thai they 
ha\e pre'^entcd to us In their ciix'ular letters, antl their many 
generous efforts in the defenee of our privileges, and in the 
caiLM' «if liberty, — and in our eaniest prayers to Almighty <io<l, 
that they may be anhnated r(till t(» proi'eed and pro>j er in >ueh a 
noble and ;ren»ToU3 desi;;n, ami fmallv m:.\ thev n*eei\e that 
TnoHt }imj)1e and durable rewanl ; — \hd that xImm.* n*Ht)lves be 
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recordcil in our town ImwIc of roconl>», and that tlie t4>wn Clerk 
give an attostcil copy to the naifl committee, to be communt- 
cateJ to the committee of corrcsprtulonee for the town of Boston* 
And with rcsjicct to the East Tea — forasmuch ai* we are now 
uiformed that the town of Boston and the ncighhoriu<; towns 
have made such noble opjiosition to Aud Tea*8 being bn)ught 
into Boston, subject to a duty so directly tending to the enslav- 
ing of America — it in our opii^ion tliat your opiHwition is just 
and e<|uitable ; and the {tcople of this town are ready to afford 
all the assistance in their power to kecj) off all such infringe- 
ments. TuoMAS CowDiv, Toitn Clcrk,^* 

Wo learn from tlie above what the sentiments of the people 
<if this town were concerning the course which Great Britain 
was pursuing towanis her colonies. They believed that it was 
oppressive and unjust, and that they, as freemen, ouglit by no 
means to submit to it. Though living far back in the interior, 
they heartily res]x>nded to the noble and {uitriotic sentiments 
which animated the lH>som!i of the people of Boston, and ac- 
([uired for their favtmte place of meeting (^Faneuil Hall) that 
most beautiful of names — the *' Cradle of Liberty/* 

We see also tliat with respect to the tax on tea, the opinions 
of the {HTOple of this town accorded with those of the inhabit- 
ants of Boston. They were not only willing to forego that 
luxury, but even to take u]> arms again:st it, rather than sub- 
mit in the least ti an arbitrary mo<le of taxation. They offered 
sup)iort and assistance in an hour when none but the most 
faithfid remainetl firm. They were determined and counige<»u.% 
but with tlieir courage was miugletl discretion. That tlieir seal 
had no kindred with outrage is »hown in the following instructions 
which they gave to their representative, in May, 1774. This 
repre^icntative. Dr. Joliu Taylor, of Lunenburg, was chosen jointly 
by the towns of Lunenburg antl Fitchburg, and a committee 
coDsisting of Isaac tiiltstMi and I^hinehas Hartwell, of thin town. 
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and three geutleiuju of LiiueuUnr;^, was directed to draft In- 
structions by which he should he governed in the IIouso of 
lljprcsL»utatives. They were as follows : — 

'* Dk. John T.wuor — ^Slr: As you arc cho8cn by the towns 
of Lunenburg and Fitchburg to represent tliem in the Great and 
General Court for the present year, we think it our duty, under 
the present alanning circumstances of public a&irs, to give you 
the fullowhig instructions, viz : — That you bear testimony against 
all riotous practices, and idl other lUkconsdtutional proceedings* 
and that you <lo not, by any means whatat)ever, eitlicr directly 
or indirectly give up any of our charter riglits and privileges, 
and that vou lu^e vour endeavors that those that we have been 
abriilged of, may be restored U> us, and that ym use your 
influence tluit provision be made for the «liscomiteuanch)g all 
unwarrantable practices witli respect t*) bribery in tljose tliat set 
themselves up jv»* candidates for representatives for the |)eople, ' 
either by the way of treats or entertainments, which may liave 
been too frcipient a practice in many places, — and furtlier, we 
would have vou mov(» in the <ieneral Assemblv that tliere might 
bo a <\Mi;zres> and union with all the l*n)vinces, and in cjuse 
anything extraordinary shouM hapj en or a]ijK?ar, that you should 
iuunediatelv notifv vour const iluent-^. There are manv thinp< of 
less4*r imjH»rtance that we must lea\e discreti«»miry willi yourself, 
trusting that you will ofUMi rev«»lve in your mind how great a 
trust is ilcvolved U|ioik you, and that ytm will give constant 
attendance, so far sis you are able, to the bitnines^ Ut which 
vou are ap{M»iut(:d :-»and we Im^M.* that you will I>e actuutcil 
by a spirit of imj artiality, free fmm private views aiid sinister 
«*. 

Whether I>r. Jt»hii Tavlnr m«»\rd in ilu* (umutuI A'^'^rmblv 
for llu' r.ni;rr,'*^, ill accordaiici' with hi?* in^lructioU'*, i <h» not 
know, but the d«*puti<'S of siu*h a eongret^t met in IMiiladelpirui 
in S»pt«*iiibiT, 1774. 



IlIFTouY ciF FirrilMHO. 79 

A Pnniucml ('oii;rn\As of wliich John Ilnncock was the jiren. 
uloiit, uu»t at (\ijconl, on the m^cond TuejHlny of OctoWr, aiwl 
after a<ljoiinun;r t«» ('am'»r*nl^«», <lrow um a j.lan f«»r the imme- 
diato tlrfcncv of tlu* Provin'o.' Tb'»v r.-^ »lv«^«l that at least one- 
fourth jart of the MilUia .-'^oiiM ],v enniUnl jt*^ iniuiit<Mnen, 
i. c. rthouM 1)0 pro] are<l to inarch at a minute's iiannng, on 
any oiner;i^enry. To the CVm;jre«<'< whie^i took this decisive Bteji, 
this town sent Caj^t. D.ivicl (f.>oIril;rN a* dolcgat?. The mnn- 
lK*rH were siipjiorted and j»ai<l f >r their sernces hv rtmfrihutitm ; 
and this town voted that if then» should l»e any overplus, after 
payin;^ their doIe;rate, it shouhl 1m» ap| ropriated t*> the purehast^ 
of {Mtrdrr — the p.cople S4»emin;: to he well convinced that some- 
thin;! raon* noisy than talk would he c\pen<led heforo the dis- 
pute should he finwhed. 

At this timr, (^Octt)her) the Selectmen paid 14^ 4#. (♦IT.iW) 
for |K>wdcr, lead, and flints ; and in Xoveml)er, in acconlance 
with Uie vote of (\ni«m»s.''. forty men were enlisted to form a 
conijiany of minut<»-mt»n. The tf>wn also voted to indemnifv the 
constahles for refusin;^ t<i pay over the money which had been 
a.ssetJsed hy the PiY>vince, into the hands of Harris ni (.5 ray, Ksrp 
It wx-i als-» voted to in*lumiiirv the as-i.-^-^'^rs for rcftwin^r to 
return the names of such con^tiihles, thou;rh ro^uested. These 
were certjiinly very Inild measures, and well ca1culate<l to bring 
on tlie tug of war. 

On tlie 10th day of January, 177.'), the town chose Cajt. 
I>avid (MMKlrid^re a dele;rate to the I^rovineial C'onp\*<'« which 
was to ratvt at ramhrid;re on the first dav of Fehniarv. A 
committee was alsn ehiis mi to review and insinvt the "Minute- 
<'om|iany," as it was ealle<i — and Jo««»ph Fo\ wad ap{oint(Ml to 
receive any article which the inhabitants of the town might see fit 
to contribut«» to the relief of the |oor of Il(»ston, iiho were no a 
«j'i:T»rl.!/ ti.rl.T the vt»'i r- au • • i»f the British Parli'mv»nt, for the 
ttd afl'iir, S,t\ 

It will b* thtii cc.»ii l\:it t!iv \,i*\\\\ wa* i ro ared f»r th<* im.or- 

I 4 * 



H() nxsTORV OF FiTciijii'na. 

ta!it crisi'* wliicli was now at hand — the o;)eiuii;j; scene of the 
Revolution. A amall detachment of troops liad been sent fix>ii! 
Boston hi FcLniary, to destroy the raihtai^' stores collected at 
Salcuj, and those at Concord wcVe exposed to the same danger. 
The lOtli of April, the day on which the troops of Great 
Britaui and her Colonies first came in hostile collision, had now 
dawned. The British troops reached Concord at seven o'clock, 
A. M., and tlie '^ Alarm" was fired in Fitchburg at 9 o'clock 
in fix>nt of the store of Dea. Ephraini Kimball, which tbcni 
iitood on the site of the present Stone Mill, ha the Old City. 
This was the appoiuteil rendezvous of the " Mirmte-men," where 
tlicir gwis and equipments were kept, ready for instant action. 
This com] any had sjent the previous day at drill. They ifesem- 
hled hei-e as soon jis iK>ssible, when the alann was given, and, 
being joined by several volunteers, aliout fifty men took uj) the 
line of march for Concord, under the command of Capt. (^after- 
wards Col.) Ebeiiezer Bridge. They arrived at dieir destina- 
tion in the course of tlie same evening, but in sufficient scaAvii 
only to witness some of tlie effects of tlie action, viz : some 
dead bodies, and several wounded British soldiei-s, whom their 
brethren, hi the mpidity of their flight, had left to tlie mercy 
of the i^eoplc. The remaiikf of tlie Britisli detachment were, 
by tliis time, safely cntrciK'hed oii Jluiiker Hill. 

The auixiety which prevailed tlirougliouV tht* to\%n, on tliis day, 
may be imagined. Exaggerated r(*|K»rts of the force and hitentions 
of the etiemy were spread, and every tiling was veiled m micer- 
tainty. A Lirge pit)]iortion of the able lK>dietI nnm had marched 
fomard at a moment's wamuig to encountiT dangtTs, Imw great 
no one could tell. Many a one, in bidding tareHcll t(» a fadK*r, 
h^l.^^and or bmther, felt that the S'l^u-itlwn uiiL'lit bf ct-nial. 

Tbu.-iv* who rouuiiui'd \\»*iv u^t iiiatlchlivc i* iIj • \]t\ It .i! vanlJ 
of tlie departed. A larg..- baji:a.L'«' uaj-n \\«-ll ii'li d with pro- 
\LsioaH was imiujillately sjiii forwani, uiwler d.c care of Thomas 
Cowdin, Jr. 
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It tbtis a|>i)car8 timt wlieii die time of action came, the iKN>pIc) 
of the U>wii did not fail to make tlieir doeiln corrc8{H>iid witii 
tl»eir pPDfcHtfioiis. 

At tlierc was no immeiliatc' iicetl for their Hervicei^, a lar^r^* 
oudiIht of tlie men c«K>n returned h(»nie. Tlie provinons whieti 
tliey did not coiiHume^ were afterwards Hold, and the pHMreetls, 
ainouutiii;; to jJ-IX.^iO, were given, by a vote of tlie town, to their 
niinlHter, IU*v. John Payson— on tlie principle, perha^u^ tliat if the 
muney was not wanted by tlnwu" who (<Night <nir liattles, it could 
not Ik? better appro] riated than by Wing given to one who earn ♦ 
et»tly praye*! for our mieccHe^. 

Hie annv, which wai* n<iw a^^nnbled an>und Boe^ton, waa c<»m- 
poHiul of *^ Minute-men" and otliew, who IumI milled t^) die scene 
of action upon tlie first alann of tlie battle of TiCxuigtfni. It 
wiw nccrsnary to phhtimmI t(» orga!ii/.e thw Inxly of men immedi- 
ately. McaMires to thin effect were Uiken, aiwl tlie «k*ii were 
regularly eiJisted, fonned into companies aiMl n»gimentH. A com- 
(any iK;ie» enVHtiHl (^m<ist <»f tliem for eighteen montlis) and organ- 
uahI fn»m .among tlie volunteers of Lunenfnirg aixl Fitchbtirg. 
t)f thiti com) any, John Fuller, of Ijunenbiirg, watt captain, El»en- 
czer Bridge, of FitchlMirg, lieutctuuiti and Jared Smith, of Lu- 
uenburg, eiiAgn. 

AflcT tliis perioil, Hi*veral of tlie inhabitants jioiued tlK> army 
at difC'rcnt peritHLn, anil ft>r different lengtlk^ <if time. Ac< near 
tLA I can leani, al>out tliirty wen* ooiKttantly in the army till the 
BritLJi tnto|8 e\acmite<I IkiHtitn, in March, ITTG. 

It i)4 in it certainly known bow many of tlie iiJiabitanb) of this 
ti»Hn weix* eng:igi*d in die l»attle of UmJwiT Hill, but die iiuii»> 
Ut wa*» not far from ten or twelve. I limve l»een able to get 
die nam(*rt of four or five. John (lili^)!!, a son of iMaac (ril>son, 
(^wli<ie*i» name* ha»* fri'^jiMMitly occurreil in die roiir^» of diis hi^«ton•> 
wan ow of diest*. It is tmppoK'd that he w.is kilb'd diere, for 
he lm.4 iM'ver Ikvii hihii cr lieani f»f since diat da v. He 
wjw lart si'4»n in die entreiichmeiitis, in die hottest of die fight. 
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bravely ojijiosing the enemy with the breech of his pin. There 
cannot be much doubt b\it tliat he was finally ovcrj)Owerc(l and 
killed, though his Ixxly oouM not be recognized among the slain. 

It may be worthy of reinark tliat after this j^erioil, no soldier 
belonging to this town was killed during the continuance of the 
war, and tliat one only was severely wounded, some years after 
this. 

On the 22d day of May, Joseph Fox was chonen a delegate 
to attend the Pn)vincial Congress which assembled at the meet- 
ing h<»use in Watertown, on the ^Hst of the same month. At 
the same town-meeting, it was v<>t<Ml t*) jjurchase forty bayonets, 
(which cost 8-0.) These were probably for the use of the stand* 
ing company which had been formed S4»veral years previous, and 
of which Kbenezer AVckmIs was commamling officer. IIow these 
bavonets were made to fit ;xuns of different calibres, tradition 
has not informed us. 

The warrant for a town-meeting in July deserves more jmip- 
ticular notice, as dilTering from all pn»vi<>us ami several sulwe* 
quent ones. They had ever eommrnce^l in this fonn — " In his 
Majesty's name, you are hereby re<|uired to ^arn," tVc. But 
this nms in the following manner : ** In his Majesty's name, 
and hi observance t4) the Provincial and < 'ontinentiil (*ongn*'w' 
Resolves, you are re<|uire<l," &c. Thi-^ course wa'< pn>bably 
dictated by that syund discretion whi(*h su;:gesls th<» pn)priety 
of treating all authorities with due resj.ect, they not knowing 
into whose han<Is thev midit fall. The town voted not to stnid 
a delegate to the Provincial <'oiigrc<s at Watertown, ** by virtu6 
of that warrant/' Several of the succeeding warrants rxi\ in the 
old form. In March, 177*5, tlie t«)wn, liy order of the General 
Court, chos4» a conunittee of corresjMHidt'nce, couM^ling t»f Reuben 
fiibs4m, Kendall Boutelle, Asa Perrj', John Putnam and Silaii 
Snow. Thi^ wa*» the last oiTa««ion on which the jicople of 
Fitcbburg arknowledp*d the authnrity of '* his Majesty's name.'* 

The war^nt for a meeting in May ran thu*? : ** In ol scrv- 
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Aljcc of the (\)|ouv Writ Ui us direcU'tl, — Thcho arc, in tlio 
imino of the (u>\oniiiuMit uiul IVojih* of the Mas<^clni^*tt6 Bay, 
ti) will and re<|uiro you/' *ic. At tliis meeting, it wiw voted 
Hot U) send a rcjireseutativo to Uic Geiieml Court at AVater- 
tuwn. 

The next town-uiectuig, wliich was held on tlie fir>«t day of 
July, 177<>, Khowg nhat wari tlic dL«[>osition of the inliahitaiiti9y 
when the ini]Mirtant (ine.'^tion of National IndeiK'udence was 8ub-> 
niitted to them. The Oe!ienil Court then in session, ha*! as- 
8urcd the (*ontinental Con;^ess tliat if they, in their wij«<luin, should 
deem it exjK.»dient U) deelarc the Colouie'* free and i!ide|)endcnt, 
the |K*o|ile of this Colony would undoubtedly su]>]K>rt tliem in 
the niea.Hure. The Stale T^c'^-^lature, however, t*) make tlie 
thing certain, ]ui''>eH*d a resolve that eaeli town should act indi- 
\idually on the hu|H)rtant (|uestion. Hy virtue of tliis resolve, 
this t4>wn asseuihled tm the first day of July. The proceedings 
of tliL* nieetiii;: are as follo>^s: — 

" r^/'f/. That if tlie Honorable Coimnent«'U Conpvss should^ 
for the sjitety of thex' Uniteil Cnlnnie**, declare them inde|:endent 
of tlie Ktn;zdoui of <ireat Britain, that we, the Hihabitanti« of tlie 
t<iwn of Fitehbur^, will, with our lives and fortmie.-*, supiKirt them 
in llie mea«*ure." This took place only thn'C days previous to tlio 
adoption of the Declanitioh by (V«i;rrcsci. The question was intn>- 
ducetl tliere on Fridav, the Ttli of June, and was discu^ved on 
that tlay, ou Saturday, an»l on the foHowin^r Monday. Further 
debate wsis |H»stpone4l till July 1st. It wa^ during tliis interval 
that the <|U<\<tloii wtt*« submittiHl to tlie several towns of this 
Provhice. On the vvry day nn which tl>e i|uesti<»n was resumed 
in i^^ngre^s, the i»i*ojle of Kitchburg divlared theins<*lves ready 
Ur ])eril their lives and fortunes in the caust* of freetlom. 

Tlie dcclamtion having beon adopted, C4>pie8 were sent liy order 
of tlie Council, to tlie s<»venil towns of the Suite, where they 
were read from the pulpit, and then copie<l into the town I^K>k 
of Ueconls — there to remain as a i>oq»etual memorial thereof." 
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In October, the (question was submitted to this town, whether 
they were willing that the then Reproiientative House, together 
with the Council, should make a form of government for the 
State of the Massachusetts Bay. The town expressed their unwil- 
lingness to this course, and drew up their reasons in the form 
of a rejwrt, which was transmitted to the Le;i^islature. It is us 
follows : ^' As we are sensible that our situation demands a {tar- 
ticular attention and due consideration in matters of the greatest 
imjiortance on so interesting concern for the jmblic good, and 
for the good order and benefit of the comnumity and jcace of 
this State, — that as the end of govenimcnt is the happiness 
of the people, so the sole 'right and i>ower of forming and estab- 
lishing a plan thereof is essentially in the ])CopIe. We ait^ there- 
fore unwilling thut the present House of Representatives, t^igether 
with the ( V>uncil, should make a fona of gf>veniment for tins State. 

Firmthf — Because the jiresent House were never elected by tlic 
people to establish a form of government for this State, but C)r 
onlering and goveniiiig the prudential affairs of this enibarni<NiMl 
State, as necessity calls for their strict attention thereto. 

*SWomiIff — Because a large number of our v<irthy inhabitant 
of this State is now engagtnl in the servi<*e of the Tnito*! States 
in op{K>sing our unnatural enemies, ubo, we apprehend, oughts of 
right, to have an e<pml voice in establisliing a form of government 
for this State, as tlioso tliat are not eiigairrd in the army. But 
provided tlic present House of Uopre'<entatI\ e.H, togt'ther with the 
i'ouncil, should proceed to make a form of govenmient, Ii*it»Jr,tl^ 
That it is the opinion of this town Ihnt said fonn of g<ivonniient 
should be made public for the pent^al and inspeeti<»n of die inhal>- 
it4ints, before the ratifieution thereof by the a^-'embly.'* 

It will be rea<lily imagined that, under the scvoi^e pn^^-^ure of 
a hanu«siiig war, wbi'u all resourei\s were heavily drawn \\\n>u to 
furnish amw, ammunition, clotlios and pro\isioiis for the aniiy, to 
supply funds for the jwiyment of the soldiiTS, and to nu'ot othtT 
e\|KMi'*<.*'» incident to tbi» state n( public affair*, m'»nry, uiu<»ng the 
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iulmbitants waa uot only exceedingly scarce, but that, in c<niJ*e* 
€juencc of the «ucco«.sive drau;;htH for noWiors, la^orera were in 
great demand, and tliei** services comuiande<l cx<»rhitant irice^. 
Tbo result of this was that tho prices of all comiu Mlities and arti* 
cle.t of consiuuptiou nu>o in ]irt)|Mirtion. The ciubamissiMl condition 
i>f our trade, prcvioiis to the comiueucement of tlic war, ha<l aliu) 
tentlcd to increase the scarcity of uioney ; f^ that, this anomaly 
now presented iL»»elf — everything was excet^lingly dear, and no one 
had money ti huv with. The (Jeneral Court felt the evil, and 
endeavored ineffectu:dly to ajiply a remedy. They juski'^I un act 
fi>r dividing the Commonwealth into districts, and onlering that a 
committee should he ch^v^en in each district, to fix upon certain 
prices for lahor and pmvisions, — which prices, when thus estal*- 
lishe<l, it should he unlawfid for any one to excee<l. This scheme 
continued in ojKTation for a few weeks, when it fell to the grountl, 
hy common consent. It was found to o|K?nite une<iualh% and tlic 
{leople would not submit to it. 

(•n»ton, Shirley, Tt)wn'*euil, Luni'nburg and Fitchburg comi»08ed 
one db^trict. I have thought it might pn)ve intere*<ting to me!i- 
tion the prices which \u'rc affixed to souiv of tlie most imiMircant 
article.^, bv the committee of these towns. 

Iial>or of men, in summer, |K'r day, > M cents. 



** '• winter, ** " 


'2r> 


A carjienter, or house wright, \k*t day. 


:>o 


Wheat, jwr bushel. 


Al.ll 


Kve, ** •• - 


7:^ 


Com, ♦• •• 


:>i\ 


Oats ** •* - 


:W 


Pork, ** iMJund, 


<; 


Butter, " " . 


- 12i 


liet^f, •* " 


<; 


Potatoes, |ior busliel. 


17 


iunnl sheep^s wtM>K per Ih., 


:\:\ 


-Men*?* stockings, of the best <|uaUty. 


- 1.00 



4» 



U 



4» 



• » 



k» 



«* 



«4 



«* 



*• 



»k 



1.33 




H 


cents 


10.00 




3.«>7 




10.»u 




3.«>7 




17 


fc» 


14 


«fc 


l.ji 


»fc 


12i 


M 


1.83 




42 


ik 


15i 


W 


.")« 


M 


42 


ftk 


M 


k^ 
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Men's t»bueH, - - - 

Lamb, mutton and veal, jHrr lb., 

Ilay, i)cr ton. 

Pine boainis, per thousand, 

ClapWanls, " «* . 

Wheat flour, per 1(K) Ibj*,, 

For a dinner, boiled aiul roasted « 

For a dinner witli only one of these, 

For a nui;: of West Intlia flip, 

For a mu«; of N. K. flip, 

(i<KHl cider, per barrel. 

Men tuiloi*s, jjer day. 

Women tsiilors, |)er day, 

Yanl-wide cott<>n cloth. 

House maidh, per week, 

Horse for one ])ci>u)n U> ride, per mile, 
There are indications that at this peri<Mi (1777) the town 
began to ^row wt»ary of iU bunions. There was no ppi>spect 
of an hnniediate tenuinatiou of tlie war — no pr(KHj>ect of "lK»ttcr 
times/' The inluibiuints were dilatory iu furnishing their ipiotas 
of continental soMiei-s. The great Iwiunty re<|uired for cidutt- 
ments seemed t<M» enormous to Ik.» oftenMl. Tliose who felt dis- 
jjc»s<m1 to gti forth to the field of battle, looked uj)on their 
families, and ^a^v tliat th(*y must be left to {Miverty and want, 
uide^s they could dep<*nd upon tlie !K)unties for sup|M»rt. Of 
s|iecie, but little i\as in the country, and |»a]N>r money was 
rapidly depreciating in value. The rrsourct*s of tlu» country 
wenjed to l»e nearly e\liaust<ML It is not wirprising, therefi^re, 
that the .stout<''*t heart, at times, yielded t^) desiMHidencv. Yet 
there is one thing truly surprising. Amid all this gl(M>m, when 
all were tli*hcurtene4l at tin* pro^| t'ct before them, tliere were 
no gi*neral niurmui*s hranl, a^ of oil among t)ie children of 
Israel, bigbing for the '* fli>h-|»<its of Kg\pt " — no vain regret* 
tliat i\iv\ hud d<*jtart4*d from uiiiler tin* pnitectiou of the liritiflb 
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Cn)Wii. On tlu» ooiiti'ary, tin* ntin«Ht viphmro wjw cxorcwcd to 
8;»y out, au<l \\M up t > puMie Si'nni the man wlu> <lartMl to j^how 
tho least symptom of di-viffcctinn to^^anlrt tho Ain^Tican cause. 

It wjw durin;]^ thw your that Phinohas HartwolU wli<mi, in 
tlio Iu4i;zuu;:c of tlie rco«»nN, tho t<>\vn |.rr<iini«Ml to ho finuly 
attached to the Anicrican cau.-^e, wha a]>iKmilo<l a c^^nnnlttee to 
jirocure and lay hcfi)re a ^jn'oial t\»urt of S«*^Mniis of the Peace, 
** tl!0 evidence that nmv he luvl of the inimical disinirtition 
towartU thii^ or anv of the United »*^tate^ of anv inhahitant of 
thin town, who rfiall he char;:ed hy the freeliohlerB, and other 
inhahitant^ of said town.'* IndtHMl, not only wa« enmity to the 
cause severely punished, hut jK^n^ons exlnhitin;: luke-wannne<w 
were watchwl with a Huspicioiw eye. Kvery ono had t<» come 
up to the mark prescrihed liy jMihlic opinion, or exp*>s<» himself 
to the elfect* <»f |H»pular hidi;rnation. More than o!ie inhahitant 
of this town wan threat, mi -h1 with a c-kU of tar and feathers, 
and even with the di'stniction of his houst*. Such jR»rsons had 
to walk very circiunsjH»ctly to shelter thems<*lves from chulitions 
of |iopular feeUn;;. They were even c«»mpelle«l to mount the 
head of a barrcK and in this coitApicutius, thou^rh humbling 
condition, promise to the assembled majesty <»f the town, a 
pt»ater love for the American cause, and a more strict ol>edi- 
once to tlie will of tlie ])eople. Anion;; this unfortunate cla^ 
was our old friend, Tliomas (.'owdin, who, tliou^rh in other tesj)ect« 
a very ]}opular man, and a very noted inn*kee|»er, was shorn of 
all his municipal honors in ITTo, an<l was not a;;ain a^lmitted 
to the confidence of the town till towards the cloiie of the war. 
This summary pn^cess induced those who entertained inimical 
dis|)ositions, to keep their opinions to themselves. 

Though the burthen of the war was now pressing heavily 
ujion a town which was not highly &vored in the posaeasioQ of 
worldly gcMxls, the people did not desjiair of the cause of Inde* 
pendence. They continued to labor steadily to the utmost of their 
ability, and this year (1777) voted to raise ^28^ for purcha^* 
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in;: ^uns and iiiumuuitit ti R.r tlio t</wuV use. In couipUanoe nith 
an act of tlic (ieneral (Nuirt, they chose a committee, who hail 
full iK)wer aiwl authority Ui suj>i>ly with tlic nect*sHarie» of life, at 
iho townV expense, all those families <»f tlie soldiers who were en- 
;;age(l in tlie Continental service/ 

The wretche<I state of the currency at tliijj time, waf» rendered 
Btill worse hy tlie im;>rovident attcui]»ts of the liegislaturc to 
rem?dy it. The (Jeneral i'o*irt ]KLS(9ed an ae^ fi>r puttin;: large 

* 

mmw (*f tlie hills of credit tnnitttil hy tliis State, on interest, 
and ftinkin;; tvrtain wnns, les** than ten ikmukIs, in the invwessors* 
hands, — and pn>liihitini: the ciivulation of the Inlb of any of tlie 
Initial Stiites, uiwler a pc-nalty of five iK>un<It9. Tlie town wji<» 
<>p)<x^*d ti> tliis act. aiul sent t(» tlie (ieni*ral Coiui: a rvuk»nstnuice 
in that efteet. 

In May, 1T7>^, tlie town appmvetl of the ** articles of Confe<l- 
eratinii sc!it out hv the ContiimiUil (\»n;rn»ss." At thi** tiiiK? the 
new State (\rtt*titutioii w;f< suhniitte<l tii the j^etiple for tln»ir 
aitpmUition or diKjippnilKition. TIk* vote* in tliii» ttnfn waM as 
follows — For the Tonstitution, 22 — a;:ain'(t it, 1. Tlie (leneral 
<'ourt, at this ]iericMl, calU'd ft»r foiu* men for tlie (\>i>tiiR»ntal 
army, ainl allt»wed the tov^n >^\iH) tor tins ]niqKi<i». The towii 
treiLsurer wju* directed to pve his note fi»r tlie 8?uiu of ><10() to 
each s,»!dicr, or to l»<n"n>w tlie ninm»v on tlie town's criMlit. 

At die cloM» of this yefir (17TS) tlie jieriod *i tiu* war of 
the Ucvt»hitioii was half ccnoi'letcd. It is ilD|r<l^t^ille for us to 
ivaliws at tlie pn*-<nit day, huw coiu| Ictcly tliat btru^;:le callini 
into r\rrci-j* ev<TV n-jauve and thr wh«»lf mwp'V <4' cmtv 
individual U«t»uJiout tlie omimunitv. II<»w l*m soeviT tuidit 
ho his coniUlioti, aiul Imwever si'iuity mi^ht Ik' Iiis iDi*aiti of 
iupportin;: hiiiisi-If and his taiinly, ev4*ry uuin was caHi^ ni*fUf 
t» act to do to tlic utuio<t tif hU ahilitv, or n'st umliT ilie 
ihi:'UUtti<in <»t InMiiii a torw 

TImV' wIm» had nioriry and tlif inr:u.^ of 8iip|>]yin;r tlie I¥T«*- 
Kui«*s ..r an army, y^m* c»»mpll«*«l, iw»l only hy puljio optiii«»ii 
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Imt OMTV lc;:al jower wlii«*li Rii o^onnlu'liniii;; majority could 
o\<Mt, to j.our forth tluMr wealth in aiil of tlio coiuiuon caiin*. 
Tln*y wli«»iii jovrrty !n:irLn as i\riii| t-. In onlinary rasi's, fnnu 
anv oniM*»ni> '^T^u^•s in tlu'ir omntrv's cuum', omhl nut now 
rM'n| !• tlic all-^'Mri'hitju: rf<iiusltii»n. Thr iH.s-J4'^«*ion of pIiVMcal 
htn-nirth \si\> Miflicifiit to i-:ill forth tin' pNin'r-t <lay la^MjnT, 
tlioiiu'li cjotlu^l in vm-, aii'l rr«juin» of hiiu th<» Ufrvr of hin 
ri^ht ana, to al»l in the Jcfi'iK'f of liis rountry. 

Tin* t*\«TtioiH niailo hy tin* j coj K* <if this town, hi tlic early 
J 'art. of i!it» war, whiK* ti.i' riH'uiy wviv in j o<,'^'.vi«»n of IJostun, 
havr alroatlv hecn niontion«M|. Th«*ir entiro militarv >tn'n;rth wiw 
J lilt in riMpfiMtion. Tlu-ir iMilhiiMaMU >wi< at its hi'i;:lit, and tho 
j.ay \^aw innn\, Aftor thi."^ jt-rioil ilu' noccx-ity of uiUptiii;; son*.* 
rt».rMLir sy-iriu Mas felt. Thf (lononil Court rcijuirtMl the town 
to furnish n certain nnniher of mm vinMiexer the Statt' \viu< called 
uj»«ii to make tmt u ijuota. 'fhf^c Uh»ti were wlect^sl by u 
conunitttH*, and a lM»unty >\as j uitl to thcMU, whieh >^as a**S4'ssed 
hy a p'neral rate u| on tlie ^^\^n. In the latter years i»f the 
\\'M\ it wa-i ]'p»|««Mni h\ t!n' L^L'.^laturt*, and ado|»t«Ml in thi?» 
t»\\n, to di\itlr tin* jiojK' ittti* da^^s — each cla^s ct»n>i<tin;x of 
a^HMit twvKi' or fouiti'tni individual^, acc^rdin;: to thrir wealth. 
The |iM*^ni tir.«-t nannd in each cla-^-* wa«* entnt-^ted witli the 
ket'^ in^ of iL^ acenunb*, and the ;:eneral nvuia;:<Mn<Mit of it8 con- 
cerns. WlunevtT tin* town w;u* called uj.<»n for soldiers, tho 
rla*^*** WiM"e nijuirml to funr^h a man in n)tation — the liiirtheii 
Iwiii^r e<[iuin/<'d aui(»ii:r thein as nearly as jms^jihle. When called 
u) Mn t'» tuni'-h a man f^r th:*\*e vi-ar^ or diu*i:jir tlw* war, tlu'V 
w<Te ol»ru»'<l to o!r«'r him, **o\rr and ah.ixr*' what h<* would 
rerei\e fpaii llie I nilrd >Ui*>, a.- a s<»ldlrr\'^ r*V' ^'**' •***"" *'f 
S.OU iL«4 a lN»untv ; and as tlie ejiniiH'v wa** fluctuatin;r« an<l 
iM-arly worthh"-^, the noti*-. were madi* jayahh' m jin)duce, ut a 
uuirk<'t \alue. When \¥i oim* of a ela'^s was willin;: ti» volunteer 
on th<w r<>ifiitioii.'i, it wa*« ilmuiI to hire xmie otlier indivitlual. 
When tirw ciMild not Ih» done, tin* nu'mU'rs of tlie chtss wen? 
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comj)clled to cast lots amoii<» them-ielvcs, to dctermiue who of 
them should go; and he unon whom the unlucky lot fell, had 
to shoulder his musket and march, or find a substitute at some 
rate. This sometimes ha|)pened to one whose little property could 
scarcely survive the shock of taking from it the sum of one, 
two, or three hundred dollars to hire a substitute. 

Notes were frcipieutly given in these cases, which afterwards 
came before the town, with strong arguments and {)Owerfid ajH 
peals from those who were comj>elled to j)ay the!n, showing the 
manifest injustice that a single uidividual shoiild be re<juired to 
pay towards supi)orting the common cause so much more than 
his townsmen generally ; and the town wa>? accordingly askinl to 
pay those notes by an assessment upon the inhabitants. 

It was fre(|uently voted to ascertahi what each individual had 
done towanls supj.orting the war, and to equalize the Imrthen ; 
but unfortunatelv thev could iH't no farther than this. The do- 
mands uj/on tlie t«)\\n had been so fre<[Uent, and taxes of course 
80 heavv, that irtMierositv towards cme another was not to l>e 
exj.eeted. Tin* n'j4»rts of c«»inMitt<M»s eliM-i^'u t«» i]iv<»sti;rate thia 
subjcet, More laid before the town, and immediately vt)ted down 
or not aee('|ited. Kacb om», previous to an hivestigation, soomoJ 
to think that his sacrifices hail excoiMhMl those of hLs neigh1)or; 
but wljeu a rcj ort ha<l been nia«le, and it appeared that a ma- 
jority >^<ndd be ealh'd u|i<»n to pay, instead of receiving something, 
the fate of such a r«'port is not surpriMiiir. 

The a\cra;.'e !ninib(»r (»f men A^hich the town kept in the field 
from t)'!-* I eriod till the cl«»<e of tlic war, is not accurately known 
— but it was not far from fifteen or t went v. This must liave 
broiijlit u|nn the several chi-x-s an ex| en>e of at leant JJ-l 000. 

If the r4MMirds be exainiiH'd to ascertain >\hat sums the town 
paiil, in it«4 e«»rj.i»nite <MT:nity, towanN defraying the exj>cna4»!j of 
the \\:\r duriii;: th<' l.i^t five y«-irs of it< continuance, the subject 
will be att'iided with C"ii-i'lera)»!e -l./ieultv. The cumnicv, in 
whicli tlic ta\»'s were a-- >.-• l, Nari-d nio;,t!»Iv. Hut fn>m certain 
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kiiowu data, an approach may he inmlt* towards tUo actual stitii* 
Duriii;: these five years, there A\ere paid for fourteen hundred 
{>ounik of l)eef, for ch»thin^ for the army, an*! for the hire of 
Buldient, whom the t4>wn in its corporate cajiaeity e!n]«loyed, ahout 
J72r>0. This 8um mju* iu«*.'*ess<'d njon tlie vhoh* to^ui, in tuMition 
to lurp? sums which tlie si* vend chi.^4»i» were ohli;:etl ti» j-ay for 
fiuhlient, hired hy tliera respectively. • 

Ix*t it lie remenihered ah<4», that at this time, when all kind:) 
of business had hee!i hrou'rht nearly to a stand hy the operation 
of the war, — when sjK»cie was ahuost iuikni)wn thmujrhout tho 
country, and the paper currency was hut httle hetter than so 
much hn)wn pa|»er, the onlinary exiK?nses of the town— such as 
tlie 8Up|M>rt of the minister, of scIuhiIs, of the lii;:hways an«l hrid^^es, 
kc. ^c, lK)rc with extreme ri;;or u]on the hiliahitunt*^. 

At the counnencement of the war, ;r"ld and silver were scarce 
artick> : and it was smai lound that if s«)melhini: couM not he 
de\u4ed iv* a suhstitute for the ]»reeii»us metals, the juitriots must 
give up the contest, and surrender all hope of gaiuinp; Indej^nd- 
ence. Conp-ess onlered the L^uin;: t»f notes, or hills to a large 
amount, promising to re<leem them at a convenient season. This 
currency, called (N^ntinental Mo!iev, s<H)n came into extensive cir- 
culation. The hills, iiustead of heing exc»cuted in the mastcrlv 
style t)f our hank note engravings, were rude, coarse prints, on 
coarser jiaiJcr, and conse<|uently wert» easily counterfeited. Tlie 
Rritisl), actuated hv tlie douhle motive of making money and 
ntining the crcilit of our govenuucnit, fltxMlod the country with 
counterfeiU 8o well cxcculcil that they could not he dislinguishe<l 
fn»m the tnie i»nes. In 1777.* the hills ho-^an to depreciate ; and 
all intelligent men s^kuj saw that it w<»ulil he im|o:NHiliIe for tho 
government ever to fulfil their ] Icilge of rt»deenung them. The 
gjveniment, not heing ahle, or not elHMij.ing t<> «levise any other 
means t<» rai^e the credit of the hills, in an evil hour made them 
A legal t4*nder for ih** payment <»f all dt^hts due. 

Tho conse«|Uences of thi> mea.'^uro may Ik* seen at a glance. 
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Never, since the time of the flmxl, were dehtors more reatly and 
anxious to pay their dohts, or creditors more unwilling to receive 
their money. Of money, Huch as it was, there was no scarcity, 
and miserahly j>oor was he who coidd not count his thousands. 
Then wai» the sun of prosperity darkened uixni the i)ros]K?cts of 
those u|Km whom it is usually supjH»sL'd to shine with i)cculiar 
favor. I refer t<j the lenders of niouev. llimdreds wlio heforc 
were in c(»mfortahle, if not affluent circumstances — more than suj»- 
jK)rted ]»y tlie income of their money — exjwrienced the singtdar 
♦satisfaction of having every deht paid them, and, while gasiing ujhmi 
their masses of nmney, reflecting that they were red!ice<l to jxiverty. 

Klias llju«kell, wlio has already heen mentioned as once having 
owned all the land on which our plca-Jimt village now stand'*, he^!«l » 
tither tracts in the town, was one who hv this nii'asure w:ls re- 
duced from affluence to j overty. 

If this saerifiie of so many men's pro)»i'rty vas made for the 
American C4ui.'-t', ought not the sufl'erers to have ]»een hjdenuiiti<*d 
l)V our ;r«»^enimcnt ? Manv a soldier who, instead of saerificing 
any jiropiM'ty, received adeijuate pay f<ir his sorviee^, h;u» heen 
favored with a jieinion ; hut who ha^ hern hranl to lift up n voice 
in pleading the cau*e of tho.-c who saerifnMMl their th »usan'b* ? 

It mav he iiitere^tiii;! at tin-* time to nixe a ^ll^lit hketeh of 
the rate of the 4lepreeiation of tlii-* curreav-y. On tlie fir^t of JaJi- 
uary, ITTT, it wa-^ at par. Ki:-t of Jaimaiy 17T>^, "^Loo, i^y»i»/*, 
\>a«< vortli ^l.."!^ /'///I'///,///'//; fir-t of Jarmarv ITTi*, "^l.^Hl sntr!*' 

wa-J worth •"^^'-..'►n i''>ntin*'tit'*L At a t«»>Nn n** -t'li.: in Fe^^lary, 
]T•^^^ it WA"^ \i^wA that the iIJila^!tallt•^ Mn-nM ho all.>w«Ml thr*r 
li'lhu'ti I er h'Mir t«»r their l.il»or on the hijhwa>«». At the same 
nu'eiiii;: it ^\a^ xnti'd to rai*e tl»e <^\\\\ of '**^>hh), to a^^i'^t in suj>- 
l^utiiig the faiuiru-! «>f cniitiii«:jit il *! tMlvi*^. I:i July, it wa«* Vot4»d 
to ra'M' ^1 •'»•»,♦•»»«». no t<» hire ^••Mler^ wiii. in tlte Oet»»^er fol- 
lowing, a enimnittfe of tie* t«»>\n c«Mitru« t 'i for 4*^**0 |Mtund< of 
heef, and a;:reed to pay J:'J»*sUnn f.n- it, ..r at a rate *^\' ni'uv tlian 



^r»JM) j»fr iMMind. lii March, IT^^l, Plmiehai) Sawyer ami John 
<*arter were chtiHcii collectors of ta\«w; and, refii/ni;: to serve in 
that caj»arity, they were **evcral)y KiumI Ijv the town in the mim 
of AiMHl — which wan conM^leretl eijual to ylO, the usual fine in 
Huch casrH. At the same nieetin;! the t<»wn appnipri^ted the «nw 
of jf«jO,000 fiir the rejair of hi;:hways, and allowc^l each jcnMm 
><.'» jiT hour for lii« lahor. 

Ilev. John Pav'*<>n, then mini-iter of the town, who was fk.»ttlcd 
on the ori;^nal huiu of ♦»<>/., caiue very near hcui;; starved, thou<:h 
the ]'(N)r*nian e«iuld not conijlain that his salary was not paid very 
j>roni|»tly. Yet he was not suffered tt» coiu*^ to a^»^ Jutf want, fi>r 
in March, 177^^, the town cho^o a ci»nnnittco to carry a 3uhscri|>- 
tion lajer anion;: the inhahitants, that tliey niiirht contrilniti* "the 
iH»ec«*sirir> of life or anylhin;: they picas m1,'* for his supjort. The 
coinniilt«'t* re|H»rted that Mr. Pay.-oii cxpn.^M'd hiin^lf a> '* well 
satisfied witli wliat tln» touu had doni»/' In Ot't'».M*r of the sjinie 
v«*ar, he rcceiv<'»l ><1<H»0, and in XoveiiJ»cr, ^^-'M wore, (eouiva- 
lent, in all, to n»*arlv sfl^l) as Ins salary. In 17^'^ tlic town 
v«»lccl to pay him •'*«ll,'H>n, to make up the dcj)reciation which had 
already occurred. Kvery one will src tliat with a currency s<» 
fluctuatin;: as thi«*, all huMm'>^ nni'it come to a .**tand, unless another 
** circulating medium'* he <le\l-«'L And such was the ca^'C. Notes 
were ;:encnilly ;:ivcn to jay to the hearer !«o many hu-<]iels of com, 
or rve. Soni'-»timc> th<'V i'P»nii«»ed to lav in ** hard mon-jy." When 
in 17^1, ••nine continental nif:!*' \»ere called C»r, the town voted 
to pav them each ><1<M) in *• hanl m^nev," and an a^'ent w;ts di»^ 
patched to r»o-ton, to horrow the ^me, on the town's ciedit. Thia 
y«*ar tiie town paid John Thun^ton lOij lmf*hels of com •'for the 
tH»r\ic''s <»f hi-^ r»on J^ie hen in the (\»ntin'*ntJil anuv." 

In Mav, 1771*, the town voted unanhnou^ilv (cxstinir 40 vote«) 
in fa^or of a new State Constitution. In Au;rust, Tapt. Thomas 
<*owdiu wa.'s ch«>^en a <lelepite to attend a ('onventii»n which was 
to uiert at <'anihrid;^e on the first of Sej)temher, for the [mrjNKc 
of formiii;: a n«»w Stat* <'oii*t':tuti«»n. At the sann* time, I>r. Tliad- 
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deus McCarty was aj)iK>iutcd a delegate to a Convention at Wor- 
cester, for the j)ur|K>8e of regulating the prices.of commodities and 
articles in general use. The town voted to abide by the prices 
citablLsIied by this convention, but in a short time individuals saw 
fit to fix their own prices to their articles, and the labor of the 
convention fell to the ground. *•' 

In May, 17H0, the present Constitution of the State wa» sub- 
mitted to the ])eople, for their consideration. The inhabitants of 
Fitchburg voted uimniniously (^iW) votes) in favor of adopting it. 

Li September, votes were given for (Jovemor. John Hancock 
received sixty-three votes, and Janies J^)wdoin one. 

In October, Cupt. Thomxs Cowdiu wjis chosen to represent tlie 
town in the first (ieneral Court mider tlie new (N»Lstituti(m. 

In MXl and 'li, Kev. Mr. Payson received 100/., in ^' hard 
money,'' as his .^iilury, but subsequently it was reduced to the 
former sum t)f Ml. !•»/<. 8</, 

In September, tT?<-, David Mclntire was choe*en a delegate 
to the Convention at Worcester, assomliled '* to take into consid- 
eration the grievances Worcester County lalnired imdcr"— and in 
March, 17H4, he vtiiA ap]M»hited to attend a (*onvention at tlie 
same jilace, called by request of the town of Sutton. 

In January, 17M, the town appro) riated the sum of 474/, 1»U. 
4*/., — "the first m')iety of tlie Continental tax granted by the 
(Jeneral Court May, 17^<2,** and in May it was vote<l to raise 
HO/. **> to discharge an execution in tlu* hands of tlie high slieriflT 
against the town, for lUjh'onrif nf hicf,*^ 

I have already sjxiken t»f the ditfioulty of our att4uning, at 
tiie ])resent day, to an e\art c«>nij»utati<>n of the expciLM'S, and 
forming a correct idea of the c\«»rtionH ^hich the war of the 
Uevolution cau>ed ti» the |»i'opI(> of tlii^ town. All calculation.^ 
\)\M*i\ on data derived from the to\^n UeconN, can l»e onlv an 
apprt»ximation to the actual amount. Kn»m 177-*< to 17-^'> — the 
list five year-* of tlir war — a |K»ritxl in which there <K'Ciim*d 
manv event-* of •^uffioiont interest to call out the ^h^le \hm\s of 
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tolow — I can find no town nuH-tinj: at which tliere apiieared 
to bo moro than gcM^'iitv viitor?. 'Vl\o tr>wn contiihw now »oven 
timcH tlmt nunihor. Lot it Ik* ro!nomhfre'l tliat at that time, 
liotweon tho <l>^fllin;i-honi»o of JouiiH Marshall ami the Ohl C'ity» 
there waj« not a 8in;:le huihiin;;^. The wliole of tlie villa«:e, where 
there ia now j«o much wealth — where the inhahitant8 arc chii*- 
tered m thickly to;:ether — wa« then considered worth only a 
few dollars. If the wealth and n*Hoiirec8 of the town, at the 
present time W estimated ii» ten times pn*ater than at that 
I>eri(¥l, it will n.>t he far fnmi the truth. If then the amount 
which the i^eople then contril>uted anmully bo miiltipKci by 
ten, wouhl not the j roduet form a tax which would be con«idored 
CDomunui — a!id this t v) wiien it was so difficult to meet the 
current exi>enses of the town, an<l when the exiH^nses of the 
** r/rtWfn/* for hiring ^oldiera and pn>curin;;; substitutes were so 
great? 

To learn what the Revolutionary war cost this country, we 
must search minutely into the history of each town. We there 
may we what difficulties were encountered, and what generoua 
sacrifices were made. To say that the jieojje o{ this town l)ore 
thenu*elves gallantly thniu>:h the war, w not saying enough — 
though their exertions <lid not exceed those of their neigW^ors. 
Thev continue<l to exhibit a finnness, a <levotedness to the cause 
they had esj)OustMl, which wjis every way worthy of our fathers. 
Tliere were a few, indeed, who hniked with an eye of eoldnesi) 
ujxm the attempt of the patriot^i. They feared that the Tolo- 
nies, weak anil unpn>vided jvs they W(»re, would not be able to 
contend succi'ssfully with the gigantic |K>wer of <m*at Britain ; 
or tlie siMitiraent of lot/alttf was so finnly fixed in their minda 
tliat they behehl with hon*or any attempts to stibvert the au* 
tliority of their King. Such i^ere com|»elled t4» yield to the 
mighty current of public opinion, and contribute their share, 
however unwillingly, to promote the common cause. 

But tlie troubles alxive enumerated, were not all which this 
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tomi had to conteml with diiriu;; the 8trugu;lc for riwlqitnuleiice* 
The Small Pox, — Uiat |,t*stilciitial and terriije dlsoarii* now haj- 
pilv disiinned of its tt'iTors — was thi'n con>ndtTotl one of the 

most dreadful umladies that ever afflieted tin.- human family. 

• 

This disuse made its a|.i»eanince here in 17T<n and spread an 
ahnii far an<l ni-ar. \'aeeimition, or hmoeulatioii for iljr kine 
j.ox, as a jreventise for tlje suuill jox, was then unkno\Mi in 
ttiiM' eo*aitrv. The (»nlv means then known to ]nv\ent die niv- 
ages (»f tliis fatal dis<;»s-, >Nas iaii<»eulati'>n fa* the siimll pox. 
Tlie disi'as", e^rn tlien, wa^ H»nir»iuies fatal, an<l e<jually iu- 
feetious as \\\n:\\ tak.'U in tlie natural \\i\s\ It ^\a> ni'cts-^arv, 
therefore, that a plact' renvtr fmm tiie liahitation.-; o( men 
nhoidd N' >l<rt<d, ulifpf thi V \vlio attiuet^d to avvrt the 
fatahtv of xUr > nail r.ov hv iM.^u'uIalinn tor thf .sinu» di-M*a><% 
mi,:Zot n-, air din'iri;^ tin* |<'n«»d «'f >i«knr'-«. 

l>r. Thaddnis Mc^'artv, a i'li\<it-ian of ih\< town, in eui- 
Ui't-lioii with Hr. Isai'l Atli-itni., a ili-tin;:ni-h«d |ljsMrian ♦•f 
Lanca^t«r. rstaMi-lu'd a lM'^]it.d for this jcu'I-oh-, oh Ihick hill, 
v*^ callol, in tlu- rear of Philip K. CowdlnV dwflliiiL^ Inun**', in 
tlir yrar IT7*». T<» tl.i^ |.l;u'.« tin* ja-nplr of tlii^ and the uei::h- 
)M»riu:^ to\>iu< rrj.alrtd, and Ind t'u* Hoall }m»\ hy inn«»eulatiou. 
Xotwith>ta!wIiu;r all pri^i-autinu^, K'\«*ral ilud Iumv ; and iu-^tea*! 
uf hrin;j: ejirried Ut the ♦rni\e-\ariU 4tf thrtr rf^|)iTtivi* towiw, 
thev %<'iv hnried on thr hill on v^hieh llirv dirtl. This ^mu* 
owing to a f<K4ish noti(»n then |in*NaU'ia, tliut if thes<.* n>iimins 
vliouUl e\<T Ih* di.«turh('<| tlu*v would coniniunliutr thr dn aiih*d 
di<^iNLS4• to anv oim* tluit Hii;:ht eiHiu* in eontact with tlieni. 0( 
Ihc largo mnnlKT of |.atit-nt< wh«» wt-ro lu-ir, it in i>>t ki»*wu 
that iiH»n* tlutn H\i* iliiil. If anv ^liould taki* th«* tmuliK* ti» 
visit tJie nlaet\ tlirv mav Kim I in \\\v skirL*^ of tin* win«l :i 
•ingle gmve, tlie h<.*'ad>t<nif of i^lueli hraiv tin> iiiK-nptiiin: — 
"Jifciali iNiirhank**, (»f lijuiea^^tor, <li«*d March 1-tli, 1777.*' 

I)r. McCarty, it aj'jeaiv, hiUiriMl inre^satitly tn alleviute the 
|)>iuj* of thue»i* who uerc suft'cring utid<»r tln^ |oalh««*«me di«*irJei\ 
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ainl to allav tlie feara of tli<K*c who wore well. For bw exer- 
tioiw in tliij* praiseworthy cause, the goiHl {teople of the town nhowe*! 
their p*atitii(le hy ]>n>])a;;atui<; a rejnjrt tliat either ho or his friends 
intriMlui'iMl the disease into tla* place for tlie pnqniek* of giving liini 
a g«HMl hn.*4iiu*^. 

Dr. Thaihleurt Mei'urty wan a son of Uev. Thaddens McCarty, 
of Worcester, ajwl canK» int4i this town in 1772 or *»L He 
wiiH then a young nmn, and tlie tm<t physician who re^idetl in 
this place. He married a daughter of ('apt. Thomas Cowdin, 
and liveil in the housi* mm tHxnipiol hy oik* or more families 
of enKir, in tlie C>ld City. He was a man of good education, 
and rrpnted to hare been i>kilful in his pr(»fessi<»n. So long as 
he remained in the ttmn, he had great influence in public 
affairs. He removed . fnnu this town U) Won.*ester in 17Hl. 
Uemainiu;: there a short time, he went to Keene, X. H., com- 
menced business as a trader tJien*, and in a few years died. 
J lis only child, a daughter, is tlie wife c»f John Stiles, a wejdthy 
citi/en <»f Worcester. 

The fii'st store ojkmmmI in thL» town, was kept I>y I)eacon 
Kphniim Kim!>all. This toc»k place about the year 1772, The 
HtoH' wsH in a part of his dwelling hoiwe, wliich st^nxl where 
the Stone F'aetorv now stands. After trading: here several years, 
\u* coninit'nerd piuvlui^ing real «*^tat«% and lived on s^'veral farms 
which he suce^vsivolv Inni'^ht. In 17*^, he, in connection with 
Jonas MarJiall, ( a> hj«*» hern meiititinctl in anoth«*r phuM») built 
a dam and a siiw-mill wIhtc th«» red, t»r llolNtnne Factory now 
is. In 17*JT, he built the hons«^ when' I>ani«d Tuttle n<»w hves, 
and then* he s]K»nt tin* renwiinder o|* iiis <lay>. 

J'»-r|ih l**\, K.'Mj. raiih inc" il/'- t«»uii fii»Pi Li»*^»t'»ri, in 1772, 
and <H'cupii*d a part of tlio *'lloutelle" hou»J4». \lr was a 
sJHw-maktT by trade, ami plio<l hinw*If to hi* calling fi^r s<mu' 
littlr tiuK* in his dwelling hou<i». Mr conunenced trading by 
bringing g<»o<Ls in \t\^ satldle-itji^«» fn^m IJ^'^^lon, and n*tailing 
tliem fn»m hU JuM'uwker'.- N^nch. Nnxi after thL* hr o|H*neiI 
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the red store which constituted one in the l)luck of old hiiild- 
ings which stood hetwcen the main road and the Stone Factory. 
He was a man of great influence in the town, and <liod a 
few years since, after having acquired a large projierty. 

About this time, William Ilitchbom came from Boston, and 
built one of the houses in the block alwve mentioned. He wai? 
a hatter by trade, and a Justice of the Peace. In 17S1, he 
was one of three persons licensed by the selectmen to sell ti»a. 
He appears not to have attracted much notice till it waa* un- 
derstood that he was about to procure a commission in the Peace, 
which in those days was a most important circumstance. An 
urgent remonstrance, headed by Dca. David (ioodri«l;»e, and 
signed by a large number of citizens, was sent to the Foimtain 
of Honor, protesting earnestly against the ap|)ointment. But a 
brother of Ilitchbom then living in BtKston, w^as too powerful, 
and the es<|uiresliip was o!)tained, despite the remonstrance. Hitch- 
bom soon became very jKwr, sold his establishment to Joseph 
Fox, and retumed to Boston. 

It thus ap|)ear8 that the " Old City,'* as it is now calle^l, wan 
the distinguished part of the town — ha^nng the meeting-hoiu«<.\ 
the tavem^ the stores, the doctor, the hatter, and the milter, 
all within its precincts. 

David (fibson, son of Isaac (Jibnon of Pearl Hill, having 
learned the baker's tnwle, turned his eyes westward of the OM 
City, and in a daring moment, reckless of a rough soil and its 
rougher productions — such as pine stubs, hanl-hack, graiKyvinos, 
4e. &c., built a bakery on the sjiot now occupied by the dwel- 
ling housi» of E. Torrey, Es*|., and located his dwelling hotuic 
directly opiM)Kitc to it. This was the first house built in what 
is now called the Village — unless the hoiuie of Benjamin Dai»- 
forth, which stoo<l nearly where S. M. Dole's hoase ik>w stamls, 
procoded it. 

(libson went to Vemiont in lTt**2, and Dr. Peter Snow, who 
HiurcM'drd Dr. McCarty in t^r praetife of nmliciiM* in the town, 
m<»ved into tirn bou'iis and iMM-upiod it ^r\»»ral vcars. 
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Not far fruiu Uie time when Gili^oirs houm.' was liuilt, Beiija' 
mill Kemp built a house where Jonas Manshairs hriek hoiuM now 
8tau(lM. But this \«atf so fiir wei>t that it yfua not then connidered 
as forming; a comi)onent part of the *^ michllc of tlie town/' 

Jm^eph FennO) lived in a log house a few ^tejis beyond tho 
hriek-yanl brook — and nearly in fnmt of Josialt Sheldon's present 
dwelling house. lie afterwards built and occupied a house where 
I)ea. Abel I><)wue now lives. 

Capt. William Brown built the present dwelling house of Capt. 
Z. Sheldon, in tlic year 1788 or *4. He owned tlic mills and 
elotliier's works m the Old City. He occupied this as his dwel- 
ling house at first, and afterwards as a tavern. 

The houses built by David Gil)8ou, by Benjamin Danfortli, and 
by Capt. William Brown, were the only ones pn)j)erly in tho 
limits of tlie Village when the first Parish Meeting-house was 
built, in tho year 171K}. 

In August, 1784, Dea. Kendall Boutelle and Thomas Stoanis 
attended as delegates from this town, a Convention at Wcstmin- 
ster, holdeu for the piu*pose of dividing the County of Worces- 
ter, or for devising means for that puq)0se; and in the follow- 
ing May, Dr. Jonas Marshall, Capt. Thomas Cowdin and Elijah 
(iarfiehl attended a Convention at Lunenburg, for the same pur- 
jMise. This has been, for a long time, a favorite object witli 
the ]>eopIe in this town, but their efforts have never been crowned 
with the least success. They will probably l>e doomed for a 
long time to live at the distance of twenty-five miles from a 
court house and Jail. 

After the declaration of peace, in 1783, a general stagnation 
of all kinds of business, as is usual in such cases, ensued. Tho 
United Colonies were burdened with a debt of forty millions 
of dollars, without any means of paying it. Congress, under the 
Confederation* had power only to advise tho several states to 
ado])t certain measures to meet the wants of the times. 

But tiie states, actuated by a spirit of c<»nimercial rivalry and 
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jealousy, would agree upon no uniform system. So far then from 
any measures being adopted to pay the public debt, even the 
interest of it remained unpaid. 

The whole body of the pe()i)le became alarmed, and all confi- 
dence was destroyed. Certificates of jmblic debt lost their cre«lit, 
and many officers and soldiers of the late army, who were ]K)or, 
were compelled to sell these certificates at excessive reductions. 
Tliey had fondly hoj)cd that if they could establish their inde- 
I)endence, and a government of their own ch(K>siug, public and 
private prosperity would everywhere aboimd, and that things would 
go on delightfully. Bitter, now, was their di^apjjointment. Of 
money, there waij next to none. The intrcKluction of the pn?cioiw 
metals had been prevented by the war and its attendant evils, 
and the pa])er money in circulation was worth about two shillings 
on the pound. Creditors became alarmed, and used every means 
in their power to secure their debts. Bitsinoss was at a staind — 
men " failed," — and lawyers were overwhelmed with employment. 
Never wiu* the labor of the profession in greater demand, and 
never were Courts of Justice filled with more business. Miu^-sa- 
t'husett^, for the purjK>sc of maintaiuing her credit, loj^iltMl the 
jieople with excesi»ive tax4»s. It was imiM)j»sible for them to meet 
the deman<ls made uinm them. They knew not the origin of the 
vvils, but supjKWfd that there wa.** stmie defect in the laws — that 
there were either t4)0 many, or not enough. Petitions were |»«»ured 
in ujKrti the Legislature from all (piarters — but the Legi.««lature, 
like all deliberative bcnlies, ntove<l slow. Tlie {mtienee of the jh.h>- 
pie was entirely exhaiLHted in seeing their pro|»erty »<eixtsl on ••ex- 
ecutions*' issuing fnnu these authoritive <'ourt<« and, as |K.*titi(»us, 
remonstnuiees, an<l mild measun^s ha<l failed to work out a remedr 
for their grievances, they detennine<l Uy put down **WoKrK>TKR, ss.. 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Mas.siehusi»tt*<," \c., bv force 
i>( anns. Thus much it !i:is been neeess^ary to pn*mi!k», to aci*r»unt 
for llie ori;rin of " Shavs' Insurn^etiou." 

A large niajoricy of the jvopb of tbi^, ;is Wfll ;w* the n«'igliU»i- 
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known data, an a]»|>n)ach may 1>o mudo t<»van1s tlie actual Bum. 
During those five years, tliero were j>ai'l for fimrteen hundred 
]>oumh9 of heef, for el<»thiii;r for the nnuy, and for tlie hire of 
BohlierH, whmn the t4wn in iti* e<»rjK»rute cu|iaeity enij 'loved, ahout 
f^l2'>0. ThiH Hum Mfw^ assi*s.«HMl uj-on tlie vhole to\iiu in ad<Iition 
to large wnns which the iH»veral ehii*si*j» were obliged to j»ay for 
Boldiere, hired hy them re!«j»ectively. • 

Ia'I it he remeinhered also, that at tliii* time, i%hen all kindn 
of hiisineK>< had heen hrought nearly to a >tand hy the opomtion 
of the war, — when s»jK»eie wjl*» almost unknown throughout the 
country, and the j»ajHT currency wils hut little better than so 
much hn)wn iiaj>cr, the onlinary expenj^eH of the town — such ad 
the 8up|K»rt of the minister, of i*chools, of the highways and bridges, 
kc, ^c, lK)re with extreme rigor uiion the hdiabitants. 

At the conmieneeuient of tin* war, g«»ld and silver were scarce 
articles; and it ^>as s«Min found that if something C(mld not be 
devistMl as a substitute f »r the precious metals, the patriots miwt 
give up the content, and surrender all ht>pe of gaining Indej)end- 
cnce. Congress onlered the L-^suing «»f n«»tes, or bills to a large 
amount, pnmiising to redeem them at a convenient season. Thid 
currenev, caUed Continental Monev, so<m came into extensive cir- 
culation. The bills, instead of being executetl in the masterly 
style of our hank note engravings, were rude, coarse print<», on 
coaracr paj)er, and eoiwenuently were easily counterfeited. The 
Hritisli, actuated bv the double motive of makin;; ntonev and 
niinin;: the credit of our ;tovennnent, HiXMbnl the country with 
connterteits 9*} well executeil that they coidd n«»t be lUstinguisheil 
from the true ones. In ITTT^ the lulls iM^nan to depreciate ; ancl 
all intelligent n»en soon saw that it vould be inijo-^sible for the 
goveniment e%er to fulfil their pleilge t>f n»deeming them. The 
j;.>venimcnt, ni»t behig able, or not ehoc^jng to de\i^e any other 
means to rai'*e the credit of the bilU, in an evil liour made them 
a legal ten<ler for the payment of all <lebts «lue. 

The onnsoijuenoes of thi* measure may l>e seen at a glance. 
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Never, since the time of the AckkI, were dehtore more rea<ly and 
anxious to paj their deht5, or creditor more unwilling to receive 
their money. Of money, such as it wai?, there was no ftcarcity, 
and miserably jH>or wa.^ he who coidd not count his tliousands. 
Then yxas^ the sun of jirosperity darkened uj»on the pros'iects of 
those ujHm whom it is usually supjM»s?<l t(» shine with peculiar 
favor. I refer to the leuflers of mono v. llun<lreds mIio hoforo 
were in comfortahle, if not affluent circumstances — more than suj>- 
jiorted hy the income of tlieir money — ex|»erienced the sinpilar 
natisfaction of having every deht pai«l them, and, while gating uj>on 
their masses of njoiiov, refli'ctin;x that thev were redticcd to i)ovcrtv. 

Elias Hjbikell, who ha< already been mentiiuied :is once having 
f)wned all the land on which our plca-^ant villa^re now stand'', hi'^^id.* 
«>ther tract'^ in the town, was one who hy this njoiisure was re- 
<luced from afllueiu'e to j overty. 

If this sai'rifice of so many njt'n*s pn^pcrty wa^ made f<»r the 
American ciiusc, ought not thr sufferers t<i haw hei'u in<lcmnificd 
l>y (Mir gnvcnmicnt ? Many a soMi^T v^Ins in^tcad of sacrifiring 
any property, ri*ci'ive<l jMh'tpiato pay f<»r his ^crvicc-i, h:i> been 
favored with a j»en^ii>n ; biit who h.'H Ikmmi hcanl to lift nj» a v«)iee 
in pliNuling the cau-e of tho*e who saerifici'd th<Mr th »u>and> ? 

It mav be iuterotiu;: at tlii^ time to i:ive a >li^ht sketch 4»f 
tlu* rate of the depreciation of thl" curreiii'V. <hi tiie fir^^t of Jau- 
uaty. ITTT, it va< at par. Ki.*t i»f January 177^, "^l.OO, iry.#,/r, 
w:^* >\o?tli >'1..*0 <'//////*, ////#/ ; fir^t of JjuMiarv 177l^. "^l-'H* #;»#./> 
wa«< \M«rth ^'^.'^^^ <'"//////- /*^i/ ; lii>t of Jania'y I7^<*, tI^MI i»y»».wV 
wa-J Worth •''-':i.'»o ^ '"/*////» ///♦'/. At a V»\su Ui • liiu in Februarv, 
17>^'>, it ^^a** totrd that tin' irjiiaMtani^ .-^iiniild Ik* allo\\iM| tJir'ff 
tl'ihirn \'i'V hour tor thfir labor on ll.e hijhwav-. At the Kinie 
nuriiiig it \s\\^ \i*W\\ to rai-»' the ^\\\\\ of ><^'mm», i«i a^^jst in mij». 
jiortiug tht» fanillle^ of eoijtiu«jital •j'»lilioi**«. In .July, it wa* vot^tl 
io r.v^i* 3?l»I«i,»Ii|iI.oii to hire >"MierN \\'v\\. In the OctMber fol- 
low in;;, a ei»mmitt«*e of tin* \oys\\ c«»ntra' i i for 4^<hi ]Kiund< of 
beef, and aLn*«"e«l to p,iy ':':Iii.o«mi for it, «•! at a n»le of more than 
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^r>.lM) n^r iMmn<I. In Murdu 1T><K Plihicbaa Sawvcr uml John 

i arter wore choscu collectors of t»i\<'s : and, rofuHin^r to serve in 

tliiit caiHieitw thev were •^evcruDv fined l>v the town in the hiub 

of wlMKi — which was conMtlered e^ual to IflO, the usual fine in 

Huch eases. At the wune nn*etin;r the to\ni api^roprtatiMl the sum 

of mJO.OOO for the repiir of hi;i;hway'«, an«l allowiMl each jcrson 

•t'> I er hour f«»r )iU lahor. 

Rev. John Pavson, then niinister of the town, who was settled 

on the ori;^nal sum of <»()/,, came very near hein^; starved, tliou^di 

the ]04»r-n)an eould not eomjlain that his s^darv was not paid very 

]n*oni|»t)y. Yet he wa-i not suffered to com" to ah'j Jute want, for 

in March, 17T>^, the town diose a e<«mniittee to carry a suhseriii- 

tion J a| «T anion;: the inhahitants, that tliey miu'ht c(»ntril>ute " the 

nvces'*arii»s of life or anythin,:: they I'loa-otl/' for his ^upjort. The 

committee rei»ort<Ml that Mr. Pav>on exi-ro-i^'d hinnclf as ** well 

sali>fied with what the towu liad «loni*." In Oeto^^•r of the sjime 

vcar, he received >^lOO0, and in Xoveinhur, "J^'Wi more, (e^piiva- 

lent, in all, to nearlv ♦'i<l^l) as his salary. In IT-^U, tlie town 

voted to pay him •'^llJUMi, to make up the depreciation which had 

alrea<ly <K'curred. Every «»ne will see tliat with a cnn*i'iicv so 
• • • 

fluctuatin;: ais this, all husinc^- nni^t come to a *»tand, unless another 
"circulating medium'* he devi.'Si-l. And surh was the ca^e. Notes 
wen* •:enenilly ;riven to ] ay to the heaivr ?'o many bushels of com, 
or rve. Som'»limcs thry promi-<'d to jay in "hard moii/y." When 
in 17*^1. '* niue contin^'ntal nirn'* were called for, the town voted 
to pay them each "^lOO in *' hard m»ney," and an a;;«'nt was de.-t- 
patched to I5.>-tMii, to horrow the s;ime, on the town's ciedit. This 
year ttie town paid Ji)hn Thurston lOi] hushels of com ** for the 
s<T\ic'*^ of hi."* ."-on J^te h<Mi in the Continental army.'* 

In May, 177!», the town v«»ted unanimously (cju*tin^ 4*» votes) 
in fav«»r of a new State Constitution. In .\u;iU'»t, ('apt. Thomas 
Cowdin was cho^t-n a dele;rate to attend a Convention which wa.<i 
to mert at Camhrid;:e on the first of Septemher, fi»r the pur|)ost» 
• »f formiii,: a n^w Stat* <'oh^tilull«»n. At th<* sauje time, l>r. Tliad- 
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moved to Townsend, They gave the finwhing touch to their 
impudence by prcs^ng into their service, for conveyance, l)otb 
men and horse:?, for which no recomixjnse waa oBeriHl. On this 
occaMon, Asa Perry, who bated the soldier?* most cordially, did 
them the favor of turning them several times into snow-tlrilte — 
all bv accident, of course. 

The force hemled by Sluiys himself htning lH?eii dinperswl, the 
agitation on tliis subject principally subside^l in the following 
year. John IIaiK<x;k was chosen (fovenior, and a majority of 
the House of Rej>reseijtatives were dii^)osed to regard witli a 
more favoralJe eye tlie interests of " tlic pe«>ple/* A check w» 
plactnl upon tlie system of ftnchyj^ by pa^iig a law tliat a 
d<»btor, when sued, might have whatever articles of his pn>|>erty 
he should choO'V apj)n»ised, and the crc<litor was ompelk^l to 
take such articles at the valuation, or L*?.* his debt. This law, 
in derision, was calUnl the "hog-ti-ough law,'* as a man might 
liave his hog-trough aj)prais<.Ml, aixl tunnnl iik to jxay his debtA 

One circumstance relative to Uie mnging in the mi*eting-houso 
at this perio<I, is deserving of notice, inasmuch as it 8Im>W8 the 
carefulness of our fathers in guarding against hmovations iu all 
things jKTtaining to religious worship. It was tlie practice, pre- 
vi<iiw t4) tills time, in our churches, to have tlie miniiter select 
and read the psalm, or liynm, a** now, then th<' oldest th'ueou 
wouM read om' line, iiliich was sung by all who could sing, 
sitting pn»mi8eu4»usly in every part of the nireling-h<»us«». Then 
anotlier line wjis read an<l sung hr the samo manntT, and s*» 
on thnuigh the j»salm, or hymn. It appeal's that in 17^7, s^me 
lH)ld iniinvatinN hi psiiluKMly undert<K»k to hilnnhice Siimrthing 
similar to our pn"*<'nt nunlc of slngin;:, to^ftber with smne new 
tuiH*?«. Tiu'sc latter wrre <|uit(» iiieonipn'beii-ible to s«.!nt» \i*terans 
who'**' *«wi'rt v«»i('t-M «»t* fiHv vrur-** standMii: wen* Ipi-^IpmI in n»n- 
s<M|uonrM\ Th«*y of cour"*** exelainu'd airain-^t th** iiin«t\ation; others 
objcrttMl to it as irreli;:iou»» an<l uii^rriptural. The jK»int \»hs 
argued with s<> much wannth on l^'th -iden, that it attmctnl 
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the attention of the whole to^vn. Acconlin^i^ly, an article was 
ins<Tto<l in a warrant for a ^l^vn nio(»tin«z, readin*^ thus — ^''To 
eee if the town will vt»te to conu* into any ;:eneral rule in re- 
ICixnl to carn*in<^ on the Bin;rin;r jart of the public worship of 
(uA ; and whether the singers ^hall sing a part of the time with- 
out reading, and how the i salni phall he read — whether by lino 
or verm.*, or act anything thereon." A committee was chosen to 
take the thing into wrious consideration, au<l t^) report at the 
next meeting. 

The committee made tlie following rejKirt, which was accepted. 
" There shall he singing five times in tlie worshiping on the Ijord's 
day, in tlie following manner : The first singing in tlie rooming 
before j)rayers, shall In? without n»iwling and singing lino by line. 
After prayers, in the singing, each Ihic shall be read and sung 
sejiarately, and such tunes shall be set as the congregation can, 
in genend, sing. Tlie first singing in the afternoon and before 
prayers, shall be without reading and singing line by line. After 
prayers, each lino shall l>c nNwl and sung s(*panitely, and after 
sermon, Uie wnging shall Ik» without reading aiwl singing line by 
line." Tlius happily was Uiis difficult matter compromised. 
Enough of the old fashion wjts retained to satisfy the ag<»d 
people, who*»c pn»judices in thL^ matter were probably imbedded 
in their very existence, while the taste of tliose who were 
pleased with the cliango was gratified by carrnng tlireo-fifths 
of their {Hunt. 

In December of tliis year, (17^7^ Dea. Daniel Putnam was 
chosrn to represent tlie town in tlie State Convention wliich 
wa-* held at B<» iox on the second Wednes<lay of 17H8, to 
d-Hbt'rat^ (»n the 8ubji'ct mutter of the new prt>iK>st»<l Federal 
ri)iHtituti.»n. lie was unanimouslv instnicted to vote in favor 
of tlie ('onstitutinii, with annMidm'Ut-*. 

Perhap enou-\ hj- .tin*ady bcrn paid re?-j ccting the aj»pear- 
anee of the centre of the town — the numl»er and situation of the 
hoiw>s — Ui convey a toleral»lv accurate i<lea of iu condition in 
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1786, or fifty years ago. A cuwory view of it, however, may 
prove somewhat interesting. A traveler approaching from the 
east or south, would first hehold the tavern of Thomas Cowdin, 
Es<{. U])on the hill to the north-west, might be seen a small, 
yellow, and rather mean-looking meeting-house. In front would 
appear the "red store" of Joseph Fox, Ks^j., and in the rear 
of that, his dwelling house, with large projecting eaves. The 
mills and dwelling house of Dea. Ephraim Kimball were just 
below, and over the bridge were two houses more. Casting his 
eyes up the hill, he would see the house of Rev. Mr. Paysou, 
where C. Marshall now lives. This was all tliat could be seen, 
and all that then couHtitutcd the middle of Fitchburg. Thence 
proceeding westward, over a crooked and rough road, the traveler 
woidd next sec the house already mentioned as having been 
built by David Gibson, and o])i)osito to fbat, on the right, the 
baker^s shop, lie would then come on to the presi*nt common. 
Here his sight would be greeted by small, stinted pine trees, 
and such bushes as grow upon the poorest lauil. A straggling 
log fence here an<l there might serve to diversify the si'one. 
Nothing more was to be seen, unless William Brown liad com- 
menced building ("apt. Z. Sheldon's present dwelling house, till 
passing the swell of gn>und at Dr. Abel Ft)x's house, the uiotK^gt, 
unassunung house of I^etijamin Danforth would lie visible on the 
right, an<l his blacksmith's shop on the left. (\)utinuing his 
cotirse onwanl, over one of the nv»st wretebed n>a<ls that ever 
Ikifc that name, and j>as«»iTig over the hi;:li bridtr'* — and a eni7y 
one it was — near the b<»llows shop «»f Messrs. Thurston \ Hattis, 
nt) mark-* of human hnbitntion were to be s<»en, till pa'4««iiig round 
the hill, he nu^Ljlit di-^ceni in the distauee th«» s<»litarv eottasre 
of Benjamin K«*nip. 

Tli«' riv r, v^il'li ]«< n^w en»wdrd, s-* to 'iji-ik, with milU and 

f.'<-t ■•r--, t'l' Ii :i^'1 •• T*"! lil..* .'I Tl- ^ >•: M* •' -* '. of txa^'T ti »^tiii ▼ 
• ■• • . ' • ' • 
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fifty years ago, was the f<)rl>id<ling aj^jiect of vrhat la uow the 
hiwy and lilea^ant villa«^e of Fltclibur;^. 

I have been thua particuhir in dewribing tlie api)caranco of 
the centre of the town at thia {leriud, lK*caiide then arose tlic 
contest respectuig tlio location of a new meeting houHe — a eon- 
test whieli continued full ten yeant, and waa conducted witli 
more bitterness of feeluig, and dis])lay of an^rry pa&jions, than 
any other town difficulty tliat ever existed awong us. 

Tlio wealth and business of the town is uow so concentrati'd, 
tliat it would seem like folly to contend that the meeting house 
should be placed anywhere else tlian in, or near its present loca- 
tion. But from what has already been said, and from what will 
1)0 hereafter explained, concerning the condition of the westerly 
j»art of the town, it will ap|)ear that those who desired the 
meeting house to bejoeated further west were not so destitute 
of reason as one luistily judging might be inclined to 8up]K)se. 

The west, at this time, was proY)ably the most flourishing ])art 
of the town, llie fanners, in selecting their locations, were 
gtiidetl hither by the circumstance that here was s<jme of the 
best soil in tlie town, and that the higher grounds were not so 
liable to be visited by early frosts as the lower groimils on the 
Iwrders of the rifer. The river, indeed, instead of being viewed 
with eyes of favor, wjis dreaded as a curse. Though it fur- 
nishe<l water {tower for a single mill, tliis did not have tlie 
weight of a feather in comparis*on with the heavy exiiense of 
maintaining tlie bridges. It is not suq>ri*«ing, therefore, that tlie 
people of the west, bunlened witli no such j)laguc within their 
precincts, should ilesire to cut themsn^lves free from such an 
onerous annual tax. Tlie tract of land now known as Dean's 
hill, having a giMnl soil, an<l an elevation such as ^ould strike 
the eye of a pioneer with delight, was early Si»ttle<l; and, fifty 
years ago, was the most flourishhig ]*art of the iovm. 

Jacob rptim tlien kept (|uite a celebrated tavern where ('apt. 
Dean lately lived. Jedediah Coofter also kept tavern where his 
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son, Samuel Cooper uow lives. Ca])t. John Upton had a store 
in the small house now occupied hy Daniel Flint. Dr. Stone, 
now a distinguished physician in Harvard, and after him Dr. 
Ball,* practised medicine here. Near tlie tavern was another 
important api^udage, a blacksmith's shoj), in full oiKjration. The 
land here was in a good state of cultivation, and the fanners 
vrero industrious and prosperous. The Crown Point road, which 
took the principal travel between Vermont and Boston, passed 
over this hill, and added not a httlo to its api)earance of activity. 
With all these advantages and pro8i)ects, it is not surprising that 
the hihabitants felt their im|)ortance, and desired to exalt their 
condition above that of being merely an outskirt of the town of 
Fitchburg. 

Accordingly, early in the year 17 So, an article was inserted iu 
the warrant for a town meeting—" To see if the town would take 
into consideration the request of Jacob Upton and otliers to see 
if the town will set oflf the inhabitants of the north-westerly )>art 

* 

of Fitchburg, with their lands aiid privileges, free and clear from 
said Fitchburg, to join the extreme part of Westminster, with the 
north-easterly ])art of Ashbumham, to be incori)oratcd into a town, 
to have town j)rivileges, as other towns." If this request had 
been granted, the i)cople of the new town wtmld have erecte<I a 
meeting house not far fn)m Upton's tavern. The effect of tlua 
was well underst<M)d. The rise iu the value of real estate in that 
vicinity, and tlie impulse that would be given to business by 
making it the middle of the town, conspired to awaken the ener- 
gies of tliose interested in such a consuunnation to bring al>out 
the <lesired object. ])ut it encounten>d many difficulties. It was 
t4M> local in its nature — and notwithstanding all the energy with 
which it was urged in town meeting, not only tlie east, but ©very 

•iU had but Uula v'm> W«M«> hto fomi Umtk* to rrrwumad blm. No( btltif ofrrburtfa m4 «1U 
in««lwal knowtrdge or rommoo arotr, bii * prmrtU*'^ wm »kmiirU. ftaJ Im corUU>«l hb c&pnuM 
Id pioportl»o. Ilv boarU*^ »IOi " Uodlora I'plou.** iio r<»oditJ«io Uuit ha tbouM pmy • CMlala 
•um ktr cwry mval ftl wbirb b« nii/bt bi> ptrarnt, •o«l tbrnl b« »b<>u'il r«wvir« ft r«rtaia 9mm 
wbvorTrr br tboutd b* ftbwnt. Ue ruotrlvva tbat bU Tt«tU to hu Ht^B<« ^O'l i»««chU>r* ilMMiM 
h» 1 •tteh an hour m U> Mcur* ft nMi ut «»riu*U witbout #i|irtiM> u> bUnwlf. CwiMvqitMiitj, 
vbaa tte Um oC **mUUii('* cmm, It •ppmvd ths: Um Utt4;oc4 «m la tb# 40cl«r*« <Ubt, 
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part of the town not incliultMl in the liiiiitd of the i»roj>o8cMl now 
town, set their faces a;rainst it. Tlicy could nut s<»c the proj^rioty 
of settin;^ off that floarisliing part of the town, nn<l takin;^ ujMm 
tlieuwflves the whole h union (»f maintaining the inini-»ter, hrnl^es, 
iic. So they j)romj)tly voted that the article should he dismi^secK 

But the petitionei-s, aetin<4 with that zeal which is not 
cjuenched hy a nin^rle repulse, hut rather frathcrs force from 
op{)o8ition, made anotlier attenij)t in tlic following May, hut in 
a different form. This was to sec if the town wouhl ** receive 
about a mile or more in width of land, with the inhahitanta 
thereon, of the northerly part of the town of Westminster, 
bounded on the northwesterly juirt of Fitchbur^, to be annexed 
thereto, to be ivnirutul with others of the inhabitants of said 
towii, for the public worship of (Jod, and to he vested with 
all otiicr privileges with said town in ])uhlic matters, to join 
with the hihabitants of said Fitehburg to build a meeting 
house on Ezra Upton's land," iVc. (A few roils to the 
soutlieast of the house of Daniel Works.) This was an essen- 
tial mollification of the original plan; and instead of taking 
any thing from the territory of the town, wouhl add consid* 
erable to it. Another jioint was concede<l by pn>j>osing to 
])lace the meeting house on Ezra U{>ton's land, which, with 
the new territorv, would not Ik? far from the centre of the 
town. But the wise men of the Qfisi wen* not to be deceived 
bv this artfully contrived plan. Thev well knew that if this 
jMmit was Conceded, it would thn)w so much i)ower into the 
hamls of the west, tliat they couhl, if they should choose, 
have it set off into a seimnite town. This article was accord* 
ingly dismissed. 

These two defeaU only made the jnyople of the west more 
anxious to carry their ])oint in some sha{)e. They iH'gan to 
consider it an intolerable grievance to be comj»elled to travel 
over such hills and to such a distance, to attend public woi^ 
ship; and acconUngly in March, 178<), they re<|uested of the 
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town, " tliat Rev. Mr. P&yaon have liberty to preach some 
part of the time in the year, in the westerly part of tlie 
town." Tliia modest rei^uest was also denied — the town i»rol>- 
ably thinking that by yielding an inch, they would open a 
door through which they might unwillingly be thrust a mile. 

In September of this year a more important movement wad 
made. It was voted to build '' a new meeting house in tho 
centre of the town, or in the nearest convenient place'* to 
the centre — all being aware that the old meeting house in 
the Old City was not in the centre. All seemed to acknowl- 
edge the necessity of building a new meeting house, although 
the old house had been standing but twenty years. It had 
never been thoroughly finished, and the winds and weather 
found their way into it in such a manner as to render it 
uncomfortable. It liad rather a shabby appearance, and was 
too small to accommodate all the inhabitants. 

It being voted to biuld a new meeting house, the grand 
difficulty now arose, to ascertain " the nearest convenient place 
to the centre.*' Strong feelings on this subject had l)een 
already excited; but l>efore going further into this subject, it 
will be proper to consider what die people in the westerly 
part of the town, and the adjoining jwirt of Westminster, were 
doing at this time. Jedetliah Coo]er and Jacob Upton, tlio 
two imikeei)er8, and of course men of great influence, together 
with some of their neigh!K>rs, determine<I to have a meeting 
house among themselves at any rate. Ad'onlin^rly they Itestirrctl 
themselves with sufficient eflTect to erect a frame for such a 
building, opiK>site the road which leads fn)m Flint Mclntire*s 
to the county roail, on a small plat of ground just within the 
limits of Fitchbur;:. It wjis su!>AM|uently covered, and public 
worship was (H*c]t*«ionally lu'Id there, but it was never sufficiently 
finishiHl U) be worth v the name of a me<'ting house.* 



*iror iVTMnl trarv prp?t<>«tt In tlifbutUl ng nt th« ftnt p*r1*h B»»»tltt<'h«n«>, In 171M, lb* 
of lb* wf«t lui«l pniu-hinK Iwrr. In pn |i»rUon to thr anicniBl oC lamr* vhlrh Ihmy pftU lovmnl* %h» 
•appurt uf Uic wlitttlrr. At nllirr UuMt II «m luOucnuanftWiji umU Uj llvlhudtoto, Bft|4kUt 
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Reapccting the building and locating tho new meeting hoiwe, 
the town, like many other public l»odies, moved slow. Private 
interests were enlisted on l>oth sides, and all i»arties seemed 
inclined, if they "could not gratify their own wishes, to defeat 
those of every one else. All seeme*! willing that a new meet- 
ing house should l)e erected, but when the dwcussion resjKJcting 
its location commenced, a magazine was sprung, and the con- 
fusion of tongues in one of our toi^n meetings bore some &int 
resemblance to that of Babel. 

In September, 1788, the subject of the new meeting house 
was again brought before the town by means of an article in the 
warrant — "To see if the town will erect a meeting house in the 
centre of the town, or receive any part of Westminster that shall 
be willing to join with ils, and then erect a meeting hoiu*e in the 
nearest convenient place to the centre." It appears that the 
people of the west were ever determined to weave into the ques- 
tion concerning the location of the new meeting house, the grand 
object of their desires, viz. the establishment of a new town ; and 
the other inhabitants seemed e<|ually determined that they should 
never accomplish their designs. At this meeting a committee 
was chosen to examine and fin<l the most convenient place on 
which to erect the meeting house, so as to aecommo<late all the 
inhabitants. Tliis committee consisted of Moses Hale, Dea. Daniel 
Putnam, Jacob Upton, Asa Perry, and Oliver Stickney. Two of 
these were in favor of having it in the west, two near ite present 
location and one was neutral. At the next me<»ting their rc*port 
was rejected. A m<»tio!i was then made to place it on the site 
of the old one, whirli was alr*<> negatived. It wa*» tluMi votod, 
after much coiisi<le ration, as the record siivs, to crrct the new 



rnltvrmlliiti, kr., kr, T\w prnprtrtnm vufTerrd il tn gn to Aretky, and it* thabbj •(•pMiniBr^ 
AliUlitM! ftir It lh«> apprllatWtn of lh<> ** l^nrd^ Bam.'" U wm miIU and takm dnv« aUiot Irn 
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liousc on the nearest convenient place to tbe centre. It seems 
that this was the only point on which tlie town could agree. 
AVhat the value of this "ranch consideration" was, appears by 
the next vote, which was to re-consider all vot(*s hitherto passed, 
relating; to this matter. At this point the meeting was adjourned 
to o'clock A. M. of the next day, for the purpose probably of 
recmiting their hotlily stren^rfh and their several forces. 

On the next morning the parties came on, and again pro- 
ceeded to bushie**. Qlie first motion was to jJace the new 
house where the old one then stood. This was negative<l. 
A >motion was then made to place the new house on the land 
of Ezra Upton's heirs. ( Near to Daniel Works,* as already 
mentioned.) The house was divided in tliis motion " to find 
ft tnie vote," as the record says. For tlie motion apjwarcd '52, 
against it, 17. Po it was dotenuined by a vote of almost two 
to one, to place the house in the west. A committee was 
chosen to inform tlie peojile of the west of the pn)ceeding» 
of the town, in placing the meeting house m as to accommo- 
date them. Tlie same committee was inv(»sted with i>ower to 
purchase the new frame erecting for a meeting house in the 
northwest part of the town, if that sliouM aj»iK';ir best for tho 
town's interest — others i>e they had jjower *' to jm^vide timber 
and materials for building a n^w m«»eting house in the pnidenti*st 
manner for said town (»n said plat 4»f gnmnd." They were 
instnieted to make a rejKirt of tlieir pnuHMMllngs at the next 
town meeting. 

This wiis a sore discomfiture to the east, and s*) th^y ct»n?itleretl 
it. They causcMl anotlier ti»wn minting to be ealleil immediately 
" Tt> «»e if tlie town uill comply with a retpiest of a num)>er 
of the inliabitantH of the to^^Ti- of Fitchl»-u%:, to grant tliat lliey, 
togctluT with tln'ir n'i*p«'t*tlve rstatt*^ and interests, may Ik? st*l 
oflf from Fitchburg ainl aiuie\e<l to Lun« iburg." This shows that 
the j)e<n»le of the eant nere determined n<»ver t«^ travel over the 
hills to the jJace wIm'IV tho iww me4»ting boas*' na-* to |h» crecto*!. 
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Those honest people who had before voted with tlic west merely 
to preserve harmony and keep the town to<:ether, now beeame 
alarmed lest they should lose the east in their efforta to conciliate 
the west. They occupied an exceedingly unpleasant jHwition. If 
iliey said tlie meeting house should he placed near the old one, 
the west threatened to make a new town. If thev vielded to the 
west, the east showed symptoms of returning to the arms of their 
good parent, Lunenburg. The rcipie^t of the eJist was promptly 
denied. 

Meanwhile the committee above mentioned were busily employed 
ui the duties as^^igned to them, notwitlistanding the S(|ually appear* 
ances in the ejist. They made a bargain for tlie frame which 
had been commenced in the northwest, and prepared a site on 
tlie land of Ezra I'pton's heirs. Unluckily for the west, in 
17H8, a town meeting w;is called to hear the rejjort of thia 
industii^ms committee, lliey came forth with confidence^ stating 
tliat they had ])urchased the aforesaid new frame, and done 
many excellent tilings — whereupon the town gravely voted not 
t*) accept tlieir report, and, what was rather uncivil, discharged 
them from any further service. This was done by the |)eaco- 
makers, who, l>ecoming somewhat frightened, once more threw 
their intlueuce into the eastern scale. 

A committee wtis now chosen to find the centre of the town. 
They made a eurvcy for this purjiose, and reported that they 
found tlie centre, wliich they designated by a monument of 
stones, to be about thirty nnls luirtherly from the present 
pound. This ref.ort was accepted ; and at an adjourned meet- 
ing in DecemlKT it was voted U* build the me(»ting house in 
** the nearest convenientest j»lace to the centre," as tlie record 
says. Tli<mias Cowdin Es4|r., Phijiehas IlartwcU, Oliver Stickney, 
Daniel Putnam, and Paul Wothrrbcc were cIkmcmi to execute 
the difficult task of finding tlie '' convenientest place," and 
to purchase* the land of one Thomas Hoynton, wh<» then owned 
it. They selected a place a little below the presi»nt |H»und, 

n 
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and purchased 22} acres of land, giving 92.33 per acre for 
it* — and the town approved of these proceedings. 

Thus it appears that the west was now in a minority — the 
peace-makers having voted with the east, to prevent the latter 
from carrying intp execution their threat of joining Lunenhurg. 
The men of the west immediately resorted to their old scheme 
of having a new town or parish among themselves. They calle«l 
a town meeting, '^ t«> see if the town would sot off the north* 
westerly i)art of said town, as a town, hoginning on Westmin- 
ster line," &c. ** Or, if the town should not Hce fit to comply 
with the above re(|uest, we would earnestly re<|uest of the town 
that they would set us oflf as a parish, u[)on honorable terms, 
as may be agreed upon with l>cing annexed with adjacent |iarties.'^ 
By reason of the rare attendance of the " re^juesters," this meet- 
ing was imcommonly peaceable, and the article was dismissed. 
July 2d, 178J>, another town meeting was called, to act ujwn 
the following article — " To see if the town will set oflf the west- 
erly part of sai<l town, as a paririi, u|>on supposition that the 
north part of Westminster, the* east part of Anhbumham, and a 
small |)art of Ashby will consent to be annexed to this town." 
This was an old game and well understood. The reifuest wut 
answere<l with a pnmipt denial. 

Tlie east still holding the ascen<Iancv, on the 2d dav of 
Noveml)er, 17H1>, the town voted to build a new meeting-hoiuie 
on the land purchase<l of Thomas Boynton, and choHe a committcHi 
with full j)ower, for this purpose. But on the l*>th of the same 
month, the tables were turned. A vote was i)amed to reconidder 
all former votes— so that after four vears of hanl labor in endeavor- 
ing to enM»t a new •meeting-house, the town found itself precisely 
where it began, with the exception of owning 22J acres of real 
estate. Tliis last decision was pn»bnbly ofr<*ot4»d !>y the circum- 
stance tliat the j»e'»pb» of the wc^^t, t<»gctbcr with tb'*H» nf the 
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Dortlier!y )>art of Wcdtmiiutcr, and a part <^ Ashbuniham aud 
Aahby, had laid before the General Court a ]M)wcrful petition, 
for an act of incorporation into a town. 

This |)etition set forth in glowuig colon* the delightful situation 
of the contemplated town — how nature hud lavished all her skill 
u{M)n it — how admirably adapted for a township by itself wais tlie 
noble swell of laud — and that nothing in nature or in art could 
exceed the grand aud ini|HK«ing spectacle of a incetuig- house 
towering from its summit, while beneath the said swell was a 
region of low, sunken land, which almost cut off tiie {)etitioncrs 
from intercourse with the rest of mankind. All diis looked 
exceedingly well on ] aper, and was presented to the General 
( ourt in 1700. An ortlcr of court was sent to tliis town, and 
U) the others interestetl, to show caui>e, if any they had, why 
the pniyer of said petition should not Ix* granted. 

The tt»wn now saw tlie necessity of gohig to work in earnest* 
After conferring with committees fiDm Westminster, Ashbumham 
and Ashby, the people of Fitchburg drew up a spirited remon- 
strance. In this remonstrance they denied ev'ery statement sot 
forth in die |)etition — alleging that the latter was entirely tho 
work of fancy, and a Sjiecimen of outrageous {Kietical Ucense, 
that the petitioners were actuated s«>lely by interested view?, that 
their object ^as to escajie from tlie onerous burden of contribu- 
ting their just pro{K>rtion towanls the maintenance of some of the 
most cxpeiu»*ivc bridges that were ever created. They declared 
tliat if tlie {^'titioners nliould succeed in tlieir ol)jiH:t, the remain- 
hig |w>rtion of the town would l»e completely overwhelme<l by that 
grievous nuisance, die Nord) branch of die Nashua. 

It will l>e perceived diat lN)di parties understiMxl the art of 
ushig extravagant langmige ; and i>o e<pially balance«l were matters 
when diey came l>efore the General Court, that it was finally 
ilecidcd tt> let them remain as thev were — ami so no new town 
was erected on that beautiful hill. 

In Seiteiul»er, 1TUL the ioYttu liaviiig recovered breadi after 
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this valorous contest, began to adopt measures for building a new 
meeting house. The old favorite motion— to erect a meeting houao 
in the centre of the town, or " in the nearest couvenieutest placo 
tliereto"— was made in town meeting, and carried — •yeas 41, nays 
23. A committee was chosen to re]iort U> the town the plan of 
such a house as it might be thought advisable to build. T)ie 
re])ort of this committee recommending three years to be allowed 
in which to buikl the house, and that individuals might have an 
opjwrtuiyty to pay for their jkjws with materials and lalwr ujion 
it> was accepted. A committee wai< chosen in October to clear a 
place for its situation near the jxmnd, and had full |¥>wer to .pro- 
ceed and finish it. At another meeting in December, the U>wn, 
acting with its usual consistency, dismissed this committee from 
any further service. So they ^vere again as in the bopnning. 

In May, 1703, an attempt was made to re|)air the old meet- 
ing house ; but the town would not listen to such a pro|x>sition. 

The iuhabitauLs commenced ojjcrations anew in Se]>tember, 
1794, ]>y voting " to erect a meeting house in the centre of said 
town, or in the nearest conveuientest placo thereto, to accommo- 
date the inhabitants thereof for divine worship." Three disinter- 
ested individuals not belonging to the town — ►vii. Josiah Steams, 
Escjr. and David Kilbuni of Lunenburg, and Benjamin Kimball, 
Es<{r. of Ilarvanl, were chosen '"to centre the ti)wn," as the 
record says, and to ascertain that hitlierto undiscovered |KMnt, 
*'thc nearest convenientcst place" to said centre. They found 
the centre of tlie town to be not far fnnu the summit of the 
hill, nearly seventy nxls t4) the northeast of the present town 
]>ound. But taking all thin.::s int<i consitleration, they decided 
that the house should suiml a little to the n*ar of Messrs. 
Thurston iV Battis* prc^Mit bellows shop. The town rejected this 
rei^irt, yeas 'UK nays 3*>. So the opiniour* of interested and dis- 
intcrestt»d |)ersons were treateti precisely alike — as good for 
nothing. 

In the following May, ainither attempt was m:Mlc to ennH a 
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house upon the site recomtnondcd by thid coinmittee. The vote 
stood yeas 45, nays 48. At this meeting a committee of 
twenty-oue of the inhabitants was chosen to select and report 
to the town a suitable place, on' which to build a mcetin«i; 
house. This committee reported in favor of the place selecte<l by 
the committee of *' disinterested persons." The town then voted to 
build a meeting house on that place, yeas ()1, nays 47. A town 
meeting waa accordingly called on the 8th of January, 1795, for 
the purjHKse of choising a coramittco to purchase the ground 
selected. But at this meeting the town refused to choose any 
such committee — and so ended the project of buiMing a meeting 
house there. 

But the subject Wius not sufiered to remain long at rest; f«>r on 
the :J'jth of the same mout'i, it was votid t> erect a ni^otinz 
huuso on the land purchased of Thomas BoyatDU, and to m >Jel it 
afler the one in Leominster. It was to be com])leted on tlie last 
day of December, 11 M. At an adjournment of this meeting, in the 
following July, it was voted to model the meeting house after the 
one (on the hill) at Ashbumham. A rv>ad, four rods wide, 
beginning nearly opiK>site to the rod cotton factory, was laid out, 
passhig up the valk^y in the rear of Widow Sawyer's <1 welling 
hou.se, to accommtKlato the people of the east. John Putnam Jr. 
entered into a contract witli the town to build the meeting house. 

In Sei>teml)er, a committee was chosen to prejvare the ground 
for the reception of the house, and to level a common before it. 

In October a motion was ma<le in town meeting to locate the 
rocetuig house "at the cn>tch of the roads near ('apt. William 
Brown's." This motion was carried, yeas 44, nays W» S» it 
was then decided to |Jace the house where the First Parish 
meeting house now stantls. I have been informed tliat it was 
designed to have the house face directly *Nlown street," and 
that the underi>inning was laid for that purpose, but that the 
op|iottiiig faction mustercil sufficient strengdi to get it faced 
directly to the south, and conmsniently conierwise t<» the strt*et. 
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Thus eiMlcd a contest of full ten years* duration, respecting Hie 
location of a meeting house. It was carried on with much more 
than the usual degree of zeal, ohntinacj and bittcniess of feeling 
which too often characterize difficulties of this nature. PaaaioD 
got the control of judgment, and men seemed willing to sacrifice 
everything to a desire of carrying their point. So fiercely was 
the contest carried on, that people from the neighboring towDB 
frecjuently flocked in to attend a town meeiing in Fitchburg. 

I have mentioned only a few of these town meetings at which 
this subject was the principal topic. The town records for these 
ten years are principally filled with accounts of them. The num* 
ber of these meetings I have not taken the trouble to county 
but I have ))een crcdiblv informed that the town was called 
together nhie(9/''nhie times on the subject. Indeed, if any one 
wUI take tlio trouble to examine the records, he will fiikl nearly 
an average num1>er c>f ten meetings yearly. The matter was finally 
compromised. The people of tlie west were allowed to have 
preaching in their neighlxirhood in pro{¥)rtion to the amoont of 
taxes which they contributed towanls the support of Hie minister. 

The meeting house, on its present location, was built during 
the summer of 1706. At the *^ raising/' tlie inhabitants condu* 
ded — not to Iniry their griefs beneath tlic altar— but to drown 
them in deep |)otatioiis of West India rum. For, on this occarioQ 
the town votetl— and it appears to have l)een the only vote on 
t lis subject which did not uive rise U) bitter contention— to pur- 
chase a barrel of West India mm, with a sufficient quantity of 
loaf sugar wherewith to regale and refresh all those who ought 
be present. So gravely and systematically di<l they conduct this 
part of the ceremonies, tliat tliey vhosc* a committee con-^i^Mng of 
/^eat**m Daniel Putnam, Ihnt^m Kendall I^nitelle, Dettf^m Kjihraim 
Kimball, lUMi)>en Smith, Joseph Policy, Dr. Jonas Marshall, ami 
Ana Perry, to deal out the ^\vro<//* with instnictions if that bar- 
n*l lias nt)t sufficient, t4> procun' uv>re at tlie towtfs ex|)eiise. 

The nKvliu;' Iioilsc hiim Knif«Iie<l, aunt dolicat4*<l on t)ie li^tli <kiv 
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of January, 1797. Tho (ledication sonnou wai* proachod hy Hcv. 
Zabdicl Adams, of Lunenburg, tlierc being no settled minister in 
this town at that time.* 

In December, 1797, Dea. Daniel Putnam was chosen to reprc- 
aont the town in the State ('onvention held in Boston in the fol- 
lowing January, to take into consideration " the subject matter of 

the new proposed Federal roiwtitution." Objections to the Con- 

■ 

atitution were re(x>rted to the town, and unanimously a<h>pUMl. 
The representative was instnicted to rejiort these* objections to 
the Convention, if needful. A large majority of the U)Mn after- 
wards voted in iavor of Uie Constitution. 

When the troubles with France broke out, in 179.1, the town 
prompUy voted to pay the soldiers that might \\c drafted from 
this place r>0«. in adiUtion to the pay they might receive from 
the United States* 

But few incidents worthy of note, <lisconnected with ecclesias- 
tical affiiirs, have occurred since the voar 1S(M). Those few will 
be briefly alluded to« 

It seems always to have been a favorite object with the people 
of this town to have the County of Worcester divided, *> that 
the towns in the nortiiem part, together with some of those in 
Middlesex Coimty, might bo erecto<l into a new county. In 1798, ' 
they sent a remonstrance to the iteneral Court against building 
a new Court House in Worcester, and petitioned to have the 
county divided. The several towns of tlie county voted on the 
question in April, 1798, by onler of the General Court. In this 
town the vote was unanimous (77) in favor of a division. Tho 
attempt was again renewed m JHOO, by conventions in Templeton 
and Gardner, which delegates from this town attended. The last 
attempt was made in 1H28, when die petitions of Ivers Jewett 
and otliers were sent to the General Court. When the question was 
referred to tbe County, the votes in Fitchburg were 117 in favor 
of a <Ii\nsion, and 2 against it. 



*Thl« hnotm It now {•«t«ino nf l^Mt a^qt u> hr nmtvr^d and a new mi4 iimw« •i4i(aot ttrwrtof* 



120 mSTORt OF FITCnBURO. 

It appears fi-oin a remonstrance 8ont to the General Court ia 
1S(M, tluit the number of legal voters at tliat time was iHl. 

In 1H20, a largo majority of the inliabitant^ were in favor of a 
convention for revisii^ tire Confititution of the State. To thid con- 
Tention Calvin Wilhird and John Sliepley Ksqrs., were ap])ointed 
delegatt»s. A majority of the voters appeared to \yc id favor of 
ui«»st of the amendnveiits j)n^])08(Ml by the conventi«>D. 

EccLKsiASTir.u* IIisT'iRV. The history of the eeelesiastical 
affairs of Lunenlmrg, pre\^ou^♦ to the ineoqK>ration of Fitchbur«r, 
has not beiMi kept distinet from the otliei* affairs of tlie io\<ni. It 
will l>e rcoilleotetl that Fitchbm*g was ineoqM»nited after the death 
of ftev. Samuel Payswi, and previous to tlie settleiinnit of Re\*. 
Zaluliel Adanw. \Vhih» the pe(^»le of Fitdibiirg wei*e unable '''to 
]in>vide preaching among Uiems(»lves,*' they attendetl meeting at 
liunenf«irg. 

In the winter of 17* 54-."), tliey had prtmching for six week^ 
Having no m(H'ting-li<HL*<^», th<*y were w<»nt to assemble in the 
tiivern of Saunud Hunt, where tliev listened to the teachhiirs of 
Kev. IVter Whitney. Mr. Whitney, author of ** The History 
of Won'i*strr (V»untv/' was a m*:i*hiaie of Ilarvanl rniveraitv, 
lT<'»:i, an«l \^a.s for a long |eri<Ml minister of Northboro', Mass. 
Ufv. lN*t<T Whitney, (»f (^Miinoy, u* bus miu, ami Kev. (leorgi^ 
WbitiM'v, uf Koxbiiry, his grandson. 

In the year 17* »G, there wjis no jireaohiiig in the toi»n. In 
17<»7, apph cation wa** ma<h» to K<»v. Mcn^i-s. Whitney, Samuel 
Angler and John I'ayson, to cnme and prt»arh. Mr. Angier, 
(Ilarvanl rniviM-sity, 17«»*»,) gave gnat Kiitis faction, and was 
invited to sftlU*. The invitation wan (h^'lineil partly, if not 
i\liollv, on account of hMim* difficult v lu'tm^rn him and Dea. 
Amos Kimfiall. 

In May, 17(m, die town ap]>oiiit<Ml ^* a day of fasthig and 
prayer in onler to nsk Divine as.^i>tanee in giving «ome^gi»n- 
tleman a call to settle in the g«v»|K^ ministry in tliis ti>w^n." 
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Rev. John Payson was preaching during the summer of this 
year, and in November ho consented to become the settled 
minister of tlie place. Ilis ordination took place January 27th, 
17»58. The Cnurch was embodied on the 9th of the same month. 
Mr. Payson was a son of llev. Phillips Payson, of Chelsea, and 
was graduated at Harvard University in 17W. lie was a 
brother of Rev. Samuel Payson, the young and much lamented 
minister of Lunenburg, who died in 17()3. Rev. Dr. Seth 
Payson, of Rindge, N. IL, was his half-brother. 

Mr. Payson appears to have been % man of respectable tal- 
ents, of a peaceful dis]K)8ition, and of devoted piety. He was 
fortunate in having secured, for a long period, the love and 
resiHJct of huj ]HM)ple. Fond of the peaceful walks of his pro- 
fession, ho knew but little of the affairs of the world, and was 
ill calcubted to sustain its buffets. The latter years of his 
ministry were embittered by the inroads made among his people 
by tlie Metho<lists, Baptists and Universalists. These circum* 
stances, together with a coastitutional infirmity of mind, caused 
a great depression of spirits, which finally settled in confirmed 
insanity. Lucid intervals occasionally intervened. Yet he con- 
tinued to preach for several years. He would go through with 
the public services on tlie sabbath witli jierfect propriety, when 
fre(|uently there did not occur another lucid interval during the 
week. He disconthmeil ]>reaching for a period in the spring 
and summer of 17^)2, but resumed his pastoral duties in the 
autumn. His infirmity increasing u|)on him in the summer of 
171^*^, l>oth tlie church and town united in calling a council to 
take int4) considenition their ecclesiastical aSkiri.* This council 
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was imablc to effect a reconciliation — the town refusinji: to 
accede to Mr. Payson's propositiona. 

In April, 1794, all parties agreed to re-assemble the former 
comicil, and to abide by its decision. The council decided that 
the town should pay Mr. Payson the sum of $530^ and that 
his pastoral relations should cease. This proposition was accepted 
by the town on the 2d day of May, 1794 ; and Mr. Payson*s 
connections with the town were then dissolved. 

He continued to reside here without any alleviation of his 
Unfortunate infirmity, till May, 1804, when, being on a visit at 
the house of his brothcr<in4aw, in Leominster, he put a period 
to his enstence by first taking poison, and cutting his throat 
immediately after. In a lucid interval before his death, he ex* 
pressed the most poignant grief for the act which he had 
committed.* lie died in the 59th year of his age, and in the 
8Gth of Us mimstry. 

For about one year after this perio<I, Rev. John Kimball was 
employed to preach, and was invited to become tiie minister of 
the place, but the invitation was declined. 

In Dcceml)er, 179."), an in^ntation given to Kcv. John Miles, 
to "settle," was declined by liim. In A[>ril, 1797, the church 
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I>ru|K)t)ed to give Itcv. Mr. NoyoB a *' call," but the town de- 
clined, aiid immediately proiM»ed, by a vote of 43 to 24, Rev, 
Samuel Wurceater. The church concurred, and Mr. Worcester 
was ordauied in September, 1797. He received a " settlement*' 
of 'i^^SS.SS the first year, and the same amount the second. 
His salary was ^333. 'iS per annum, with the improvement of 
the town's land. When either party wished to give up the 
contract, it was stipulated that it might be done by a mutual 
council. A majority of the people became dissatisfied with him 
in IHOI, and the town was divided uito tiiree societies. The 
time which each sliould occupy tlie meeting-house was determined 
by the proportion of taxes wliich they paid. By this rule, the 
society in the east part of the town occupied it 24 sabbatlis, Mr* 
Worcester's society 17 sabbaths, the society in tlie west 8 sab- 
liatiis, and tlie Methodists and Baptists 3 sabbatlis. In May^ 
1801, Mr. Worcester expressed a desire to be dismissed; but 
he and the church claimed the sole right of appointing the coun« 
cil — which claim the town considered to l)e a violation of tiio 
contract of setUement. Accorduigly, in August, the town voted 
that they considered Mr. Worcester to be dismLs^(ed, and the 
contract null and void. By their order, the doors of tiie meet* 
ing-house were closed, and could not be opened except by order 
of the selectmen. In June, 1><02, Mr. Worcester was dismissed 
by the sanction of a regularly convened council, and his pastoral 
relations ceased in tiie following September. 

At diis time the two parties into which tiie town was divided^ 
were much imbittered against each other, and the {tan>chial powers 
of the town were soon dismJved. In the Spring of 1H04, Rev. 
Titus Theodore Barton was in.Htallcd as pastor over the one society, 
and shortly after, Rev. Wm. BascomJ>ecame die pastor of the other. 

Mr. Barton's church and society became discontented with him 
in 1H12, in consequence of some indiscretions on. his part min- 
gled with political feelings, and he was dismissed in February, 
1H13. Mr. Bascom*8 society then made overtures for a re-union 
of the societies, wliich was effected near the close of the same year 
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• — Mr. Baficom himself, at the same time, reciucstiiig to be dismissed. 
The request was granted, and in 1815 he went to Leominster. 

In June, 1814, the church invited Rev. "VVrnthrop Bailey to 
become their pastor, but he declined in consequence of the oppo^ 
eition made to his settlement by a portion of the society. 

Rev. William Eaton began to preach in February, 1815, and 
became the settled minister of the place in August of the same 
year. He was dismissed June 30th, 1823, at liis own request — 
a considerable portion of his society not agreeing with him in 
religious sentiments. In October, 1823, the two societies se])arated 
from each other. Rev. Calvin Lincoln, Jr., the present minister 
of the first society, was ordained June 30th, 1824. 

Rev. Rufus A. Putnam was ordained over the " Calmistic 
Congregational Church" and Society in February, 1824, and was 
dismissed, at his own re(|uest, in March, 1831. Rev. John A. 
Albro wa3 installed pastor of the same society in May, 1832, and 
was dismissed, at his own request, in December, 1834. Rev. 
Joshua Emery, Jr., the present pastor, was ordained in May, 18:J5. 

The meeting-house belonging to this society was built during 
the ministry of Rev. Mr. l^arton, and was enlarged to its present 
size in 1828. 

The Village Baptist society was formed in March, lH31, and 
incorporated in February, 1834. The meeting-house was built in 
the Autumn of 1833. Rev. Appleton Morse was hired to preach 
in the Spring of 1831, and continued till February, l^<34. Rev. 
John W. McDonald was hired to preach from December, 1834, to 
November, 1835. Rev. O. L. I/ovefl, the present preacher, ct>m- 
menced in Januarv, 18:>(). 

The MethcKlist Society was formed in March, 1834. Tlie first 
preacher was Rev. Joel Knight, who commenced his laborsjn this 
place in June, 18:M, and left in tlie Autunui of IKIX 

«The first Bapti.it Siciety of Fitchburg and Ashby"— which 
society has a meeting-house* m the northern part of this town — 



•Thk wamUlnt-hmm b not t^r frooi lb« liniu of Aibbj. oo lb* nmd l«4itt( lo ibfti Iowa. Il 
!• POMll la ilM, MMt not vwy •k«Mt la Ito ftppwuc*. Th* trmttkr, doI islbrwd oC Iht v^tjm^ 
fer whkh U WM «ncto4, w^ld proUbl/ MteUM H for u barm. 
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was incorporated in June, 1810. Kcv. Benjamin Tolinan, a reg- 
ularly ordained minister, has been the justor of thin society for 
a long period. This Society belongs to the denomination of thoso 
usually styled '* Free-will IJaptisls," and has no connection wiiU 
the ]iaptist society which formerly existiMl in the \\e«terly part of 
the town. These latter were more properly '* Calvinintic l>a{»tists.*' 
So early as 1787, "seventeen professed Baptists*' were exempted 
from paying any tax towanls the support of Hcv. Mr. Taysim, 
as tlicy had preaching among themselves. They continued to have 
preaching at intervals, till the strife res}>eeting the locatitm of the 
meeting-house had subsided. After that period, both the Meth* 
odists and Ba])tLstd hi the west, gradually dwindled away, or 
united themselves with societies in other towns. 

It has not been thought necessary to descend into the jjarticu- 
lars of the unhappy difficulties which this town has ex])ericncc<l 
in its ecclesiastical affairs. The recital of them, at the present 
time, would prove to be rather i)ainful than interesting, and 
perhaps an impartial account would give satisfaction to neither 
j»arty. When it is recollected that these divisions commenced in 
the year 1800, during the ministry of IU»v. Mr. Worcester, and 
continued, with more or less excitement, till the onlinations of 
Kev. Messrs. Putnam and Lincoln, in I8:i4 — during which |)eriod 
difficulty after difficulty arose, an<l council after council was called ; 
when more than one seiioration and union of the societies were 
effected, and when the church and parish frequently came into 
collision — it will be seen tliat a strictly imj^artial account of them 
would be a task of no small difficultv, and would extend the 
timits of this work ifauch too far. It will be enough to sUite 
generally tliat angry feelings were fre<picntly indulged to an inex- 
cusable extent. Xeighl^or was diviiled against neigh)M>r, family 
against family, and sometimes hik«band agauist wife. On one 
occasion, during tlie ministry of Mr. Worcester, a council was 
in session nearly a fortnight, and on another, two councils were 
convene<l at the same time. If this excited state of feeUug has 
now passed away, the writer would not incur the haauird of disturb- 
ing the calm by galling a tender wound. 



HEPKKSENTATIVHS. 

I huvf tlnrngtit that a complete liKt of the Ko|)retfentativcH of thu U^wUf 
niiice the udoptioii of the (ViUHtitutiou, might |M>{«f4eHH Home iiiterei<t. Pre- 
viouM to that fieriod Fitchburg and Luneiihurg formed one UepreM*ntativo 
ditttriet. During the |ieriod of the Kevulutiou, the IK*legateH fin>m thin 
town to the most ini|)nrtant (^>nventionH aro mentioned in tlie Xnniy of 
thiii work. 



7i*0 TliomaH (Wdin. 

l\^l None chown. 

7S*i Voted ii4)t Ui etend. 

ls:i ThoniaH ( Vwdin. 

7^4 TliomuH Cowdin. 

7 5^5 Wttvd not to HtMid. 

7 HO Votinl not U> wud . 

7X1 Daniel Putnam. 

7^^^ Daniel Putnam. 

7 SO Daniel Putiuun. 

71H) I hiniel INitnain. 

701 Daniel INitnam. 

7 l^i I >aniel Putnam . 

703 iHiniel Putiuim. 

704 Voted not t4» m'nd. 

7 Of) \Y illiam Hniwn . 

1W Vottnl mit to Hcwl. 

707 Voti»4l not to KHiil. 



OS. 



•loM*|ih Vox, 



700 William Brown. 

SOO Votwl not to nend. 

>0 1 JoM'ph Fox . 



ISO^J Votwl not to send. 

l»<):i JoHei* Fox. 

1S04 Jow|ih Fox. 

ISOf) Sanmel (iihtHin. 

1 S0<> Samuel (ii1>i«on. 

1S07 Samuel GiK^on. 

ISQS Voted n4»t to Hi»nd. 

ISOO Voted not to wnd. 

1810 AhraluuQ WUUni, 

Paul Wetherliec. 
ISII Paul WetherW. 

Abraham Willanl. 
IS 12 Paul WelWbwN 

Samuel Gil»r«m. 

181:j» 



1S14. 
isir,. 

IMO. 

1S17. 
ISIS. 

IHIO, 



c*t<Hl not to M*nd. 
otM not to wmi. 
ottnl not to wml. 
oCinI not tu Mi.*n<l. 
oCe<l not to Hw\. 
otitl not to t^m\» 
l^^'JO Vute<l tit>t to wml. 



V 

\ 
V 
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I'll 



1S21 Vote<l mi to HontK 

1H*J2 Votwl not to rcikI.* 

lS*j:j Jow*|>)i J>owno, Jr. 

1H24 <^llvin Willanl. 

1 Htif) John Sho|)U«y . 

1H20 Franrw Perkins, 

lS*27 Fram-iH Porkinn. 

Jof^eph SimonclH. 
1S2S FranciH Perkinn. 

Tnaiah Putnam. 
lH-2t> Isaiali Putnam. 

Oliver Fox. 
lKi(\ Inaiah Putnam, 

Paynon WillianiH. 
IXI\\\ Zaehariah Sltpldon* 



iHaiali Putnam, 
Zai'hariah SlieM«m.t 
WKjn»»jM»r Tom»y.t 

\X:\2 I>avMl IVmtelkt 

Ahiel J, Towne,t 
Ijevi Farwell.t 

lsn3 Dand Boutolkt 

FranciH Porkini«,t 
Iftaiah Putnam. t 

\MA iKtiah Putnam, t 

Ix»vi FVnn»ll,t 
Kuoch (^iHwell.t 

iHt}.") Ixaiah Putnam,t 

Alvah CVieker.t 
Knochl'aMwetl.t 



I f^ i~'" ■ 



JamoH ]l«)W(loin, 



VOTES FOR (lOVEKNOK, 

Given in Fitelilmrf^, nrn'v tho adoption of the (^»nstitutil»tl. 
ering*' \uies are omitttnl. 

7H(>_-,John Hanmk 6a 

7H1 — .John HamfK'k, .Vi 

7H2— John IlancHKk, M\ 

7S,3 — John IIano(N>k *J7 

( Hov. Zainliel Adams, 21 

i Samuel lIolNm 17 

Samuel H(»lt4>n, 1<> 
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Scat* 



1 



Hi] — Samuel Hidton* 12 

7*<7 — .Tohn Hannick, 5r) 

7^«^»T«ihn IlaneiM'k l\U 

7h;>— ,yohn Ham-tnk 50 

tM)— Jfihn HnntiN^k 4« 

7;»1— ,Iohn llaniMMk IW) 

71 Ki — John 1 lan«N¥»k 50 

7113 — John fIan<-o<k 30 

!»4 — Samuel Adams <►*> 

705 — Snnincl Adam**, 52 

IMi — Sninnel AdainM, <»7 

707 — .Jium> Sullivan 27 



James ]l«>w<]f »in 3 

James Dowdoiii 1 

( John Hanr«M'k *2 

( John AdanH I 

Thomas ('uj«hin^ il 

Thomas (^inhin^ 4 

James l}i>wdoin 5 

Klhridge (lern* V2 



Fram-is Dana 1 

Ay;r»r Ome 4 



Fllhritlge tMTry. 



M 



(►S<»*5 



Gill. 



..0 



TIm Tu«tt «»• fltM«i UtiA *vs f««r o 't Moiiiiitf. 



«( b<**o la Nvf^mWr. 
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s!jo — Ijo vi Lina»ln, 07 
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S32— I^vi Limoln. 124 

^33— Mureu*. Mortim 133 
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S35— Ivl wjird Kvi»r**t, 151 
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